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¶ A tull deuoute a goſtely treatyſe of þ Jmptacio # 
folowpnge 5 bleſlyd lyfe of our moſt mercifull laut 
our cryſt:cõpyled i Laten by the right woꝛſhypkull 
doctozmaſter Johfi Gerſon:⁊ trãſlate into engliſlh 
the yere of our loꝛde.ꝙ. d. ii. by mayſter wyllyũ at 
kynſon doctoꝛ ot diuyuyte:at 5ᷣ ſpeciall requeſt # cõ⸗ 
maũdement of ß full excellent pꝛynceſſe Margarete 
moder to our ſouerayne loꝛde Kpnge Hẽry the. vii. 
and Counteſſe ot Rychemount and Derby. 
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CThe firſt Chaptre 
ere begynneth the boke ol Johfi Gcrfon chaũ⸗ 
celex of Paris 2tepnig p holy doctrine ot criſt hom 
we ſhuld folo we hym x 2tepne all woꝛdly vanites. 
Ho ſo kolowith me ſayth cryſt our ſauiour 
walketh nat in darkenes Theſe be the woꝛ 
des of Zelu Ctyſte wherby we be exoꝛted 
to tolo we his loꝛe and doctryn if we Wyll truely be 
lyghtened and auoyded from all blyndnes of igno⸗ 
raunce ot mynde. Let oure full affeccion be to haue 
oure ſtudy and meditacion in the doctryne and lyfe 
of Jhclu Cryſte which excelieth the doctryne of all 
ſayntes. And who ſo may haue the icp of chep2 ſou⸗ 
le ſequeſtrate in Woꝛdlyc thynges in this ſcripture 
of our loꝛde may fynde lwete manna ſpirituall fo⸗ 
de ok the ſoule. But there be many oft tymes herige 
the woꝛde of god that hath lytell wetnes 02deuoct 
on thertn foꝛ thep2 in warde affeccions a deſyꝛes be 
rather ot bodyly thynges than of goſtlye.Thertoze 
it we wyll hauetrue a perfpte vndcrſtadpnge of 5 
woꝛdes of god we muſt dylygently ſtudye to con⸗ 
koꝛme out lyte to his pꝛeceptis. what auaylcth a mã 
to haue ſubtyll teaſons / oʒ argumentts ofthe Try 
nyte curious and lubtyll reaſons garniſſhed with 
elygance maketh nat a man holy:but the obedicnce 
and vertuous lyte maketh a man dere to god. It is 
moꝛe expedyent to felc the tnlp compunccion ofhert 
than to knoweß diffpnpcion therof,Jf a man haue 
the knoWlege ot all ſcripture:alſo the ſey iges of all 
philoſophers Withoute grace and charite auaplcth 
nat. Foꝛ all thynge that is in this woꝛlde is vanyte 
Imitatio criſtt. A. lit. 
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- CThefy:lte 
excepte the loue of god:⁊ his ſeruyce oꝛ to this ende 
oꝛdꝛed. The mooſt excellent wyldome in any crea⸗ 
ture is by contempte ot this mutable à tranſytoꝛye 
woꝛlde to pꝛomote them ſelte to the woꝛlde perdura 
ble. it is vanite to labour inoꝛdynatly fo: co2uptible 
ryches:tranſetoꝛious honours:kalſe x fleſchely deli 
tes:02 to deſyꝛe any inoꝛdinate pleaſure tempoꝛall Þ 
ſhall bꝛynge a man to perpetuall peyne. Howe vay⸗ 
ne thyngeis it to deſyꝛe longe lyke:⁊ lytell to foꝛs ot 
àa good lyfe to gyue hede to thynges pꝛeſent #to con 
tempne thynges that be to come. Allo to fixe our lo⸗ 
ue on that which ſhoꝛtly vanyſſheth away: to do 
no diligence to come thider / where be innumerable 
ſt petpetnall ioyes Haue mynde howe in this woꝛl⸗ 
de nother our iye is ſuſficyẽtly ſatiſtyed with ſeige 
ne our eris with herynge #thcrfozeſtudie we tow 
dꝛa we our herte fro the loue of thynges viſyble a fa 
dynge a to applie it to the deſyꝛes of goodes ĩuiſible 
Epcrpetuall foꝛ them that folo we ſenſuall pleaſure 
without reſtraynynge ok reaſon they ſpot thep2 cõ⸗ 
ſcience lele the grace of god. 
C The ſeconde Chaptreofthe humble knowe⸗ 

lege ok mannes ſelke. 
© bw man naturally deſpzeth to haue know 

lege. But what auapleth ſcience without the 
dꝛede of god a poze homely labozynge man dꝛedige 
god is moꝛe acceptable in his feyth / than a curyous 
Philoſopher that laboꝛeth moꝛe to knowe the mo⸗ 
uynge ol Heuen than to ozder the mociõs of his bo⸗ 
dy and ſoule to the plealure of god. He ſurely kno 


CThe firſt. 
weth x 2ſtdereth himlelfe avnderſtãd:th his owne 
wiſldome hath lytell delyte in the vayne laude ofthe 
Woꝛlde. If man had knowlege of all thynges in p 
Woꝛlde wtthout charite what ſhuld it auayle hym 
in the ſyght of god that iugeth man akter his dedes 
Rekrayne thyn appetyte of ioꝛdynate deſyꝛe of curi 
ous kno wlege of thole thynges p rather ſhall diſ⸗ 
caſc thy ſoule # withdꝛa we it from the bnpte # cha⸗ 
ryte ok god / than excyte it therto. As Wele many of 
this maner of lernyd men deſyꝛe to be reputed and 
holden Wyle in multiplyinge woꝛdes which if they 
delyte the herynge / they rekreſſhe a fede nat p ſoule 
but lytel. But a good lyte a pure colctice refreſſheth 
the mynde x enduceth man to haue ferme coftdence 
in god. The moꝛe knowlege that man hath:x woꝛ⸗ 
keth nat confoꝛmable:the moꝛe ſhalbe his peyne at 
the day ol dome: therkoꝛe exalt nat thy lelte ot᷑ any 
cratte oʒ cunnynge but rather fcre that thou diſplca 
le nat god iabuſton therof. Nemẽbꝛe it thou knowe 
many thynges à excedeſt other in cůnynge yet con 
ſider that there be many mo thynges that thou arte 
ignoꝛaũt of /# many that be moꝛe wytty Z excellẽt 
#clinpnger thã thou: tf thou wylt pfitably know 
ſt lerne deſyꝛe to be vnknowen:Z ot mall reputaci⸗ 
on: This is the mooſt expedient and pzofitable leſ⸗ 
ſon:the very kno wlege #cotempte of thyn ovone lc 
fe. It is a great wildome # ꝑfeccyon to haue of thy 
ſelte lytell confidfce and eſtymate Well of other. 7k 
thou ſeyſt any perſons openly ſynne oꝛ commytte a 
ny great cryme:yet thou ſhuldeſt not iuge thy ſelle 
Jmitattocriſtt. A. iu. 


Parte, 
better than them:fo: thou knoWeft nat how longe 
thou ſhalt pſcuer in goodnes oꝛ fro the fame crime 
we be all fraple and thou ſhuld Juge no man moze 
frayle than thy lelke. 


¶ The. iii. C haptre ofdoctrpne of truthe 

Hat petſoue is happy whom truthe dillget- 

ly infoꝛmeth nat by fygures oꝛ voyces fay⸗ 

lynge but by in warde inſpiracion. Our opinton/⁊ 
vnderſtandynge many tymes diſceyueth vs. what 
auayleth it vs fo: to labour buſyly fo: þ knowlege 
of thoſe thynges / Whiche ſhall nouther helpe vs pf 
weknowethem noꝛ diſauauntage vs if we thetin 
be ignoꝛaunt at the day ol tugement. It is great fo 
ly to diſpice thynges pfptable/and neceſſary / and 
to labour fo: thoſe thynges that be curious a damp 
nable.Bleſſyd is that perſone whome God techeth 
fo in hym be all good thynges that man may Wyll 
oꝛ deſyꝛe. A good loꝛde:in thy gracious preſence let 
other doctours and all other creatures kepe ſilence 
# thou onlpe ſpeke to my ſoule:foꝛ the moꝛe man is 
topned to hym in in warde mekenes:the moꝛe he re 
ctyueth of ſpirituall lyght ot grace. wherby he kno⸗ 
weth many lecrete myſteries hyd from other peo⸗ 
ple / The pure lymple # ſtable mynde is nat ouerco 
me 02 febled / foꝛ it referreth euery labour to the ho⸗ 
nour ot god a ĩtoꝛceth it ſelfe to ceſſe from all other 
thynges that be nat in the lyght of god acceptable: 
who reliſteth and letteth a man moꝛe thã his one 
ſeluall affeccion: we rede of many Emperours q cõ 


¶ The kyꝛſte 
querours / that conquered kyngdoms and empyꝛes 
and yet neuer ouercame ne ſubducd theymlelke / foꝛ 
that is one of p moſte victoꝛious cõqueſtis / where 
man perfytcly ouercometh hym ſelfe. This ſhulde 
be our daylye batayle to ſtryue with our ſelke / and 
the moꝛe bpctozycs the ſoule hath ot the bodye / the 
moꝛe ſtronge it is:and moꝛe apte to encreaſe and to 
— in grace. Euery perkeccyon in this lyke hath 

omepfeccton annexid to it. Ind there is no know⸗ 
lege in this Wozlde but it is mprt with lome derke 
neſſe of iguoꝛaunce. The humble knowelege of thy 
lelfe ys moꝛe ſute Wey to heuen / than the curious i 
quiſicton of ꝓtounde knowlegeof thynges vn ꝓfy 
table:the ſcieus of cuery thyng well oꝛdꝛed is good 
but a clere conciens ⁊ a good lyfe is moche better. 
And there be dyuers that ſtudy rather fo2 excellẽce 
ot cunnynge than good lyuynge:therkoze they fall 
in errour ⁊ bꝛynge fkoꝛthe litel frute oꝛ none. O wol 
de god they wolde indeuour themſelfe as dylygent 
ly to auopdevpce ⁊᷑ plant vertue in theyꝛ ſowles/as 
they be to moue curious queſtions à multiply ſup⸗ 
flu? langage:than there ſhulde nat be ſo moche occa 
ſion ot ſynne ſhewed to the people noꝛ ſo moche dyl 
ſolute lpuige ĩ religion. At p dap of iugemeẽt it ſhall 
nat be layde to our charge what we haue red oꝛ ler⸗ 
ned 02 how plealaũtly We haue lyued:butwhat we 
haue don it how religiouſly we haue lyued / where 
be now all Þ ropall poetes w theyꝛ craftpe coueped 
poemes ⁊ elegant oꝛatours With theyꝛ oꝛaciõs gar 
uiſſhcd with cligancy:the philoſophers with thepz 

Imitatio criſtt. A. ilit. 
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Harte, 
pꝛegnaunt reaſons ⁊ ſẽtences.Diuers of theſe ma: 
ucrofclerkes we haue knoWen in our dayes now 
theyꝛ curtoſite1s paſſed and other me occupie theyꝛ 
| pꝛebendes X pꝛomocions that they poſſed: If they 
were here no we agayne J ſuppole they wolde ne⸗ 
ucr labour ſo buſily fo: curioſite in knowlegene tẽ 
poꝛall pꝛomocyons. Moe they had leuer than all 
this woꝛlde that theyz entẽt had ben accoꝛdynge to 
the holy doctryne of lcripture than the ſtudy had bẽ 
happy. O howe many in maner of euery ſtate peril 
ſhith in this woꝛlde by vayne gloꝛy that moꝛe deſy⸗ 
te to plcaſe pꝛynces and pꝛelates ⁊ other patros foꝛ 
a tempoꝛall pzomocton tha truly ⁊ in wardly to ſer⸗ 
ue god toꝛ the pꝛomocions eteruall. Theſe deſpzc ra 
ther by pompe ⁊ pꝛyde to be great in the woꝛlde:chã 
by mekenes # charite to be in fauoure with god / a 
therfoꝛe they vaniſſh ĩ theyꝛ thoughtis delyꝛes as 
the lmoke that euer the moꝛe it alcẽdeth the moꝛe it 
kadeth # faylith That perſone may be named great 
in grace that is incendyd With charite #is pfptly o 
bedient by humplpte contempnynge the inoꝛdinat 
deſtre of pzeempnes 02 ofdignite. And he is pꝛudẽt 
that reputeth all woꝛldely plcaſures à goodes as 
vyle dun ge in comparyſon of the celeſtyall goodis 
Whiche we ſhall haue in the perfite poſleſſion of the 
loue of Jeſucriſt. And » ꝑlon is verely well taught 
p euer infoꝛcith hym ſelfe to foꝛſake his owne Wyll 
and foloweth the Wyll of god. 


CThefourthe Chaptre is of credence in 
beleupnge, ; 


f ¶ The kyꝛſte 
(Tis nat expediẽt noꝛ wyſdom to beleue eue⸗ 
ty woꝛde 02 inly mociõ of our mynde:but we 

muſt coulider that it is accoꝛdynge to the ſcripture 

of god ⁊ iu uo wyſe contrary therto But J lament 
fo: loꝛo auc the lyght x fraple diſpolicion of the ipcy 
fite people that be ſwifte to beleue ⁊ ſpeciallye thoſe 
thynges that be the hurt ok theyꝛ owone ſoules / aud 
the detment ok they neyghboure. But the wyſe/ 

perfyte men knowynge the kravlte of man moꝛe ꝓ⸗ 

ne to euyll than to good be nat ſo lyght to beleue e⸗ 

uery Woꝛde that they here. It is great wiſdom and 

alſo diſcrecion to be ſobet in iugement other de⸗ 

lynge ⁊ nat to haue ouermocheconfidence in our p 

pꝛe dedes ne to reherſe other thynges lyghtlye bele⸗ 

ued therde z euer to gyue hede to take councell of a 

Wyle #a well conſcience man ⁊ euer gladder to be 

inſtructe ot another than to folo we thy ꝓpꝛe inten⸗ 

cyon oꝛ mynde. A good lyte maketh ỹᷣ to be reputyd 

Wyle in the ſyght ol god # to haue ĩ many thynges 

erperience. Euer the moꝛe mcke # obediẽt a man be 

to god the moze wyſe quyet ſhallhe be. 


¶ The. v. Chaptre is of redynge ok holy ſcripture 

He pꝛĩcipall thynge p we ſhall iqupzei ſcrip⸗ 

ture is charite a nat elygance in ſpeche ⁊ we 
ſhuld endeuoure our ſelfe to rede the ſcripture with 
as great feruour of ſpꝛyte as it Was recepued firſte 
And wildome wolde we ſhulde folo we thoſe aucto 
res and bokes where we may haue moſt ſwete + p 
fitable fedyngefo2 ovore ſowle. The fame ok ſotell 


Parte. 
phyloſophers thcknoWlege ofpoctes # reto2tke as 
a ſmoke oꝛ fume vaniſſheth a wey:but the truthe of 
god abydcth without ende. and as our loꝛd ſpekith 
tobs Without ercepcion of perſone moſte expedient 
lye tovs lo we ſhall without any excepcion of fepth 
full perſone oꝛ werke ſtudy / and rede thoſe werkes 
that moſt we thynke ſhulde pleaſe god # to vs molt 
ꝓfytable It thou wolde dꝛa we the ſpirituall watir 
of wiſdom out ofthe well of ſcripture inclyne p vel 
ſel ot thy ſoule by mekenes #conkidence without de 
ſire otcuriolite 02 name ol excellence Inquyꝛe dily⸗ 
gentlpXquietlp teceyue the holy ſentẽſis of ſepntts 
let nat the ꝓuerbes ⁊ holy wyſe ſimtlytudes of blet 
ſyd fade rs diſpleſe p fo2 they were nat ſpoken Wout 
C The. vi. Chaptre of affeccios iozdpynate, (cauſe. 
1 Dan ſlomeuer a man hath inoꝛdinate deſyꝛe 

to any thynge than he is made inqete i him 
felfe the pꝛoude ma and the couetoule he neuer qui⸗ 
etc in theyꝛ myndes. But a meke and a poze man in 
ſpyꝛyte be conſeruaunt in great quyetnes oł mide / 
That perſone that is nat moztyfped perkytly is ſo⸗ 
ne ouercome in lytell # vyle tẽptacions a ſoone incli 
ned to ſcnſible pleaſures. Ind ik he ſhall withdꝛawe 
his mpnde fro erthly thynges tt is with great diff 
culte. And therkoꝛe they haue great heuynes ĩ herte 
ct lone be milcõtent it they be reſiſted. And if they fo 
lo we theyꝛ ſenſuall appetite anone they be greuyd 
W rumours ok cõciẽce in as moche as they haue fo⸗ 
lowed the ſenſuall paſſiõs p rathet diſpoſe to inqut 
ttnes ot mynde thã reſt in reſiſtige ſenſuall paſſiõs 
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The firſt 
pleſours we ſhall come to ꝑyte reſt a infolowpnage 
them to great inquietnes There may nat be cõtey⸗ 1 
ned reſt i the herte ok man that gyueth hym ſelfe to i 
execute his carnall deſp2es oꝛ moche ts conuerſaunt | 
With out warde thynges but in the lo wle that hath 
moſt delyte to god a in inlye goodnes of thy ſo wle q 
may be founde true reſt. 5 
C The. vit.chaptreof vanite ⁊ claciõ to be auoyded. 1 
T Hatplonmap be called vayne that putteth 1 
his hope i any man oꝛ creature Take it nat | 
fo: no repꝛeue to do ſeruice to other oꝛ to be reputed 
poꝛe fo: the loue of Iheſu Cryſte haue lytell conty⸗ 
dence in thy (cite but that thy hole hope and truſt be 
in god / do that is inthe to pleaſe his grace and god 
with his gracious aſſiſtẽce ſhall be With the in thy 
Wyll and dpzecte thy werkes: aue neuer confiden 
ce in thyne one cũnpnge ne in any woꝛldly (ubtif 17 
te ot any lyuynge creaturc:but in the mercykull gra | 
cc of god that neuer luffreth creature fpnally to be 1 
Withoute comtoꝛte that had theyꝛ full confidence in j 
hym and thoſe that haue full aſtyaunce / oꝛ hope tn | 
theyꝛ ſelke he maketh oz ſuffrethto fall and ſo ſubdu 
eth them Juauncenat thy ſelfe i the abũdaũce ot ry⸗ 
ches ne of great po were of thy tempoꝛall rides but 
all onely in god un whome is all abundaunce of ry 
ches and puyſſaunce of myghte. And he aboue all 
thyng delyꝛeth to gyue his oVone ſelte to thoſe that 
dyſpoſe them ſelte to recepuchpm by grace. Eralte 
nat thy ſelte ol any bodyly vertue foꝛ all luche ſone 
be coꝛrupte and vaniſſhe awep by a lptell infirmpte 


Parte. | 
Inhaunce nat thy ſclfe of any naturall habilite leſt 
god ot nature be myſcontente with the. Kepute nat 
thy ſelle better than other:leſt that thou be kounde 
wonzſe in the lyghte of god:that beholdeth the enlye 
dyſpolicyon ot eucry ſoule.and dpuers tymes diſco 
mendeth thoſe thynges that men in this woꝛlde cõ⸗ 
mendeth. And therkoꝛe ik thy werkes pleaſe men fe= 
re left they diſpleaſe god. And it there be any good⸗ 
nes 02 bertue in the:beleue that there is moze in o⸗ 
ther. And euer delyze of God that the vertue of me⸗ 
kenes may abyde in the. It ſhall neuer hurte the pf 
thou iuge thy ſelke the leett a moſt vyle ot all other X 
in pzefcrrpnge of thy ſelle atoze other thou mayſte 
lyghtlye offende. There is true and ſure peale in a 
mee ſoule. And in a pꝛoude herte contynuall enuye 
and indignacyon. i 
¶ The. viii. Chaptre ot moche famplparite to be 
guoyded. 

l He we nat thy ſecrete counſell to euerp man 
but to hym that is wyſe ſecrete and dꝛedeth 
od. Inhaunt nat moche the company of yonge pꝑ⸗ 
ons and ſtraũgers. Ale no adulacpon fo2 to come 
to any tempoꝛall pꝛomocion noꝛ foꝛ that conſydera⸗ 
cyon cxercyſe nat moche the company ot myghty / 
great men ᷣ be contynualliy buſy in Woꝛldly thiges 
Be delyꝛous to be accompanyed with meke # chart 
table men: with thoſe that be ot good maners: and 
Btuous: trete with them of thole thiges that may 
edifye # ſtrength thy ſoule # be nat familier With a 

ny pſonwherbp thou maiſt lightlp be tempted oꝛ in 


C The firſt. 
famed. Jt is neceſſarp to haue charyte with euerye 
— nat famylyaryte but with thoſe p map 

elpe topzomote the to the famplyaritc of god/x of 
his aũgels. Somtyme wele that ſom men beynge 
of great fame:and yet theyꝛ bodylye pꝛeſence is nat 
moche pꝛofytable:a there be ſom that with theyꝛ bo 
delp pꝛeſẽce wene topfyte other. wha they by theyꝛ 
indilcreſſion #cupl maners rather diſcomfozt / and 
hurte thoſe that they wene to helpe # comfozte, 


¶ The. ix. Chaptre ofmckeſubteccion # obediẽce. 
T is kull great merite to ſtande in obedience 

d fozſake thy ꝓpꝛe Wyll a pertectly to obey to 

the wyll ok a nother. It is moche moꝛe ſure to ſtan⸗ 
de in the way ol obedience:than in placy. But there 
be many that be rather in ſubieccyon of neceſſyte / 
than of charpte:3 they haue therin peyne / a lyghtly 
ruges d haue nat lyberte ot mynde without they 
oꝛ the loue of god ſubmitte them ſelfe. Nenne hider 
oꝛ thyder:02 where thou wylte:but it ſhalbe harde 
fo: the to fynde perkyte reſt but vnder mekeſubiccct 
on ofadilcretePzelate. The Jmaginacton # Jmp= 
tacions ofdiuerſptees ofhabptacios #places hath 
diſceyued manya relygyous perſone.Eucrp bodye 
in maner is gladde to do that / that they mynde ſhe 
weth them. It ſhulde be moꝛe to theyꝛ pꝛokyte to fo: 
lake theyz appetite than ik they condiſcende thereto. 
But if we woll that God ſhall abyde with vs / we 
mult foꝛſabe our pare Wyll foz the eraple # pleaſure 
ol god # the pzofitable peas of our neyghbour. Sy 


Harte. 

then no man hath all cůnynge therkoꝛe it is ſyttyng 
that no body haue to moche cofidece in theyꝛ owe 
councell. And if thy vnderſtandynge be good # lul⸗ 
ficient.yet it thou wylt by example of our ſauyour 
leue thy ꝓpꝛe councell oꝛ direction à folow a noder 
fo: thy mekenes thou ſhalt moze p2ofpt than it thou 
folowed thpne owne wyll. Is we here the comone 
pꝛouerbe. It is moche moꝛe lure the Wyſe a diſcrete 
councell ot᷑a nother / than to gyue theym counſellp 
Vopll nat folo we it. It is a ſynne of ꝑtynatite # pꝛy 
de any perſone inpoꝛtunly to offre thepz counſcll/x 

ſpecially where they can lytle p2ofpte. | 
CThe.r.Chaptre of ſupcrfluous wowdes tobe 

auopded. | 

Hat ſoule pᷣ delyꝛeth inly perkeccion of theyꝛ 
mynde muſt ſpecially auoyde the tumultuꝰ 
bchaupour of wozdlp people. The buſines of woꝛd 
ly actes though they be done with a good entente / 
yet they lette # hyndereth the mynde ol his great p 
feccion. Nowe J repent mp ſupfluous langage/ ct 
frequent inhauntynge of woꝛdely company toꝛ by 
thele. ii. meanes We be often tymes hurte in our cõ⸗ 
ſcience. It it be expedyẽt and alſo you be diſpoſed to 
ſpeke lette it be ꝓtitable other top honour of god ỹ 
edificacion ot thy ſoule /oꝛ thy nepghbour Alſo con 
ſidet that all our good Woꝛdes be W2pten of Þ aun 
gels of god:x our cuyll woꝛdes of our enemy p de⸗ 
upll to our accuſacion. And thertoꝛe it is moche mo 
re pꝛokytable whanne good folkes be aſſembled of 
one mynde to the mouynge ol goodnes. As the hos 
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te colys vnite to gyder eche of them receyueth of o⸗ 
ther influence ol hete. So good ſoules aſſemblede 
togyder fo: the encreaſe of vertue echone of them re 
ceyueth of other influence of grace ⁊ encreaſe ofver 
tue and goodnes. 


¶ The. xi. Chaptre ot the deſyꝛe to pꝛokyte ſpiri⸗ 
tually and peace to be purchaſyd. 
| T is one ſpeciall meane to acquyꝛe peaſe nat 
to intermyttevs ot p woꝛdes and Werkes of 
thoſe that attayne nat to vs. Howe maye that per⸗ 
fone be in goſtely quyetneſſe that moche intermyt⸗ 
teth hym ſelle of thoſe thynges that he hath no cure 
ot: Oz ſyketh occaſyons out warde / and hath but li 
tell tecourſe to inly habytacyon of his conſcyence / 
Bleſſyd be the true ſymple lo wles without any dil 
cepuable mynde that in all thepz lyle and laboures 
truely entendeth koꝛ they ſhall come to the reſte of 
mynde / and concyence. ¶ The holy leyntes by moꝛ 
tykyinge / and ſubdupnge theyꝛ ſenſualyte to rea⸗ 
ſon all erthely thynges ſette a parte they With all 
they inly delectable deſyzes frely haue had theyz ho 
le meditacyvon in out loꝛde. But we be buſp moche 
in thynges tranlytoꝛye / and kolo we oure paſſyons 
that we maye nat ouercome in maner pertytly one 
vyce. ¶ And therfoze we be nat accended in the day 
ly pfyte and deuocion and therfoze we remayne re 
myſſe and vopde of deuocion. The moſt pꝛyncypall 
cauſe why we haue no inly delectacion oꝛ deſyꝛe of 
heuenlye contemplacpon ts;foz we be nat fre oꝛ de⸗ 
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lyueted from our ſenſuall paſlyons # concupilceſis 
ne infoꝛce nat oure ſelfe into the holye way that the 
blyſſed faders haue gone afoze vs. han a liteil ad 
uerſite cometh to vs we be ſone ouercome a redy to 
returne to the conſolacyons of man. Where yt we 
Wolde mpghtily ſtãde in batayle fox the loue of our 
tozde we lhulde ſe the goodnes of his gractus helpe 
lent to warde vs. His grace is euer redy to gyde / 
helpe thoſe that in ſpirituall batayle haue full confp 
dence in hym. And he pꝛocurith occaſyons of batell 
to the ende that we ſhulde encreale the crowne ofp 
petuall ioye by the meane of victoꝛy. Than lette vs 
cutte away our inoꝛdynate affeccions/# paſſyons 
that be the rotes ol all inquyetnes d than we maye 
poſſeſſe a peaſable mynde in god. Jt we wolde eue⸗ 
xy yere indeuoure oure ſelte to ouercome perfectlye 
one vyce:we ſhuld in ſhoꝛte ſpace come to great per 
keccyon. But J tere it be contrary bothe in relygy⸗ 
on and Woꝛldly people that after longe cotynuauce 
in lyuynge they pcepue that the ſtate goynge afo:e 
bath bemoze vertuous #pure than the pꝛeſent ſtate 
that they be in. The moze Wwe encreaſe in age / and 
dꝛa we to our deth themoze dylygently we ſhuld la 
boure fo: the perpetuall rewardis that be oꝛdeyned 
tfozthole that oꝛder theyꝛ lyues / and labours therto 
The Htuous lyfepepnfulli p begynnynge by cuſto 
me returneth to great perfptepleaſure It is harde 
to leue cuſtomes in pleafure. But it ts moze pepne. 
without meſure to leue the eternal pleaſure that foꝛ 
dãpnable cuſtome ſhalbe loſte. Euer ſtryue mpght= 
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¶ The fyzſte 
tely agaynſt the firſte mocions that incyteth vs to 
ſpnne# reſiſt the euyll cuſtoms foz the lẽger they c6 
tynue the moꝛe harde it ſhalbe to reliſte the. It thou 
Vwoldeſt cõſider howe great inly peas thou ſhuldeſt 
cauſe i thy ſelfe ⁊ in other ineſche wynge out warde 
pleaſurs # in ſubduynge inoꝛdynat affeccions a de⸗ 
ſp2es contrary to reaſon, J ſuppoſe thou Woldeſt 
jc moꝛe diligent to come to ſpirituall encreſe 
ok lyke. 
¶ The.xii.Chaptre is ofthe pkpte ot aduerſite. 
T is expediẽt to vs to ſuffre aducrlite:Wwher 
by man returneth hym to the coſpderacion of 
his pꝛeſent ſtate:wherin he reputeth hym ſelke as a 
pylgrym:3therfoze he hath no afflaũce ĩ this woꝛl⸗ 
de. Alſo it is expedient that we ſuffre contradiecion 
t be cõtempned of the louers of the wozlde Wherby 
we ſhalbe induced to mezenes:a auoide vayneglo⸗ 
ry wha we ꝑceyue out oVone kraylte a be cõtẽpnyd 
of the Woꝛlde: we be compelied to leue our ſelte ⁊ 
woꝛlde a holy to teturne vs to godan whom if we 
wolde feruently intixe our ſelfe it ſhulde nat be gre⸗ 


at nede to ſeke out warde conlolacions. The moꝛe a 


good ſoule be troubled bodely oz goſtly:the moꝛe it 
knowcth god neceſſarte to hit:a laboureth to haue 
hym by aſliſtence ot his grace. Alſo than it lamẽteth 
tt ſoꝛo weth koꝛ the ſynnes Þ it hath done: moꝛe her 
tely pꝛayeth to be delyuered of his iquietnes a my⸗ 
ſerp alſo tribulaciõ maketh ama Wcrp ofthis Woꝛl 
de #to deſyꝛe bleſſidly to be departed therfro#bew 
cryſt. Foz he cõlidereth that he ſhal neuer haue ꝓlite 
Imitatio criſtt. B. i. 


| Parte. 

peas atoꝛe that we be with hym which by the pꝛyce 
of his pꝛecius blode hath purchaſed ppetuall pleſure 
Xpeas fo: hym ſelle ⁊ his ſeruaũtis that a lycell ſpa 
ce Wyll ſtryue ayenſt ſynne c wickednes. 
¶ The. xiii.chaptre oł᷑ relyſtt᷑ce agaynſt tẽptacions 

1 S we rede ĩ ſcripture a the woꝛdes of Job 
2 The lyke of man vpon erthe:is temptacion. 
herkoꝛe it is expedyent that euery perlone pꝛudẽt 
ly gyue hede to watche in pꝛayer beleue nat p deuyl 
that neuer ſlepeth but with a thouſande ſnaris / and 
ſubtilties ipoꝛtunably aſſaylynge vs:fpnallp inten 
dynge to deceyue vs. There be none ſo holy in this 
woꝛlde but they haue tẽptaciõ:a it it be fo2 the tpme 
greuous / yet if it be reſiſted it is very pꝛofitable:foꝛ 
therby man is mekende / pourged a infourmed by 
experyence The ſeyntes that be nowe crownpdin 
heuen obteyned theyꝛ victoꝛy by tribulacion ⁊ tem⸗ 
tacion. And thoſe that were as cowardis in tribula 
tion # tẽptacion finally ouercome / be taken ꝑpetu⸗ 
ally pꝛyſoners ĩ helle. And ther is no religiõ noꝛ ſta⸗ 
te lo ꝑfite ne no place ſo holy in this Woꝛlde without 
aduerſite x teptacton.And thertoꝛe ther is nother oz 
dꝛe ne place here in this lpfe. where man may be ful- 
ly aſſurid to auoyde all perill ot tẽptacion foꝛ in this 
coꝛrupte body ot ours We bere the mater of inoꝛdy⸗ 
nate concupilcence a tẽptacion. One tẽptacion oꝛ tri 
bulacion departinge another comynge to vs.there⸗ 
foꝛe it is expedyent that We be al weye armed with 
pactence and exercyſed i vertue. There be many en⸗ 
tendynge to fle temptacion:that tall therin the mo⸗ 
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re/fo2 by bodelp fleynge a man ſhall nat be made fit 
re:but by perkyte pacience and mekenes We ſhall be 
made ſtronge to ouercome all our enemyes and tep 
tacyons. Tho that labour to auoyde the out warde 
occaſions and nat cut away the tnlp inoꝛdinate de⸗ 
ſp:es:they2 trouble # inquyetnes [hall moze # moꝛe 
tncreaſe. And thou ſhalte moꝛe lightly by pacyence 
and fepthfull confidence in our loꝛde and laupoure 
oucrcome thy tribulacton/than by thpn owne ꝓpꝛe 
vertue o2 ſtrengthe. And in great teptacyon vie the 
counſell of a wyſe and diſcrete perſone/and be nat 
rygouts to the perſone tempted:but euer be glad to 
confo:tc hym as thou woldeſt deſyze fo2 to be done 
to / it thou were in lyke trouble. The begynnynge 
of all euyll tẽptacion is inconſtaunce ot᷑ mynde ⁊ ly⸗ 
tell conkidẽce in god. Foꝛ as a ſhyp without a direc⸗ 
tour is moued With euery wynde:ſo a ſoule that is 
nat ſtabled in god:as the fpzepzoueth golde:ſo tẽp⸗ 
tacyon the ryghtwyſe man:as a bell vntouchyd is 
nat pertytely knoWwe whether it be hole # of perkite 
ſounde oꝛ dyſcraſed: So man touched by tribulaci 
bon is knowen whether he be hole in the vertu ot pa 
cience oꝛ nay. ¶ And cuermoꝛe loke dylygẽth that 
the temptacyon in the begynnynge be reſyſted: foz 
than the ennemye is ſoone ouercome whan that he 
at his fyꝛſte entetynge fpndeth the gate of our ſow 
le ſnytte agaynſte hym ¶ That ſpckenelle that bp 
longe cõtynuaunte is in maner incurable in the be: 
1 myght haue ben recoueryd with a very 

alle / ⁊ an eaſy medycyne. And this ſubtyll dilcep 
Imitatio criſtt. B. ti. 
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uer aſlayleth mannes ſoule fyꝛſt with thought one 
ly a then Wſtronge Imaginaciõ / which folo with 
eupll delectacion:ã vnclene mocion / ⁊ ſo at the laſte 
the enemye eutreth into the mynde with dedely con 
ſent to ſyñe and foꝛ there was no reſiſtẽce agaynſt 
hymin the begynnynge / he holy entreth in the con⸗ 
cluſyon. And euer the moꝛe remyſſea ſoule be in re⸗ 
ſiſtynge the moꝛevnmyghtye is made to reſyſt:and 
the enemy moze ſtronge a cruelle. There be ſome þ 
in the begynnynge of thep2 cõuerſion ſuffred great 
temptacion:ſome in the ende of theyꝛ lyfe. And ſome 
by the ſpace of all theyꝛ lyle. And ſome that in the ꝓ⸗ 
ceſle of all theyꝛ lyfe haue but ſmale temptacion a all 
this cometh of the great wyſdome / A equite of god 
that paſleth the ſtate a the merytes of euery ſouls: x 
oꝛdꝛeth all the trouble # temptacion in this Woꝛlde / 
to the perpetuall helthe ol his electe chyldꝛen t ther⸗ 
koꝛe we ſhulde ol no wyſe deſyꝛe wha we be tẽptyd 
but the moze mekely retourne to our loꝛde with dec 
uoute pꝛayer a beſeche hym fo: his faderlp mercy / 
pyte to directe pꝛelerue bs i all tẽptaciõ. And after 
thapoſtel Payle that it wolde pleſe hym ſo euer to p 
uent vs with his grace p we be not ouercome with 
the myght of tẽptacion. And amonge all the allecty 
ues wherbp we may enduce our loꝛde to aſſiſt vs i 
our trouble is perfite mekenes:fo: as Dauid ſaith) 
he ſhall ſaue ⁊ exalte thoſe that be meke in ſpirite in 
tẽptaciõ # tribulacion man is ꝓued ho we moche he 
pfiteth ⁊ hisvᷣtue is moze manifeſte, It is no great 
maruell it a deuout man Wout tẽptaciõ haue feruoz. 
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of ſpirite. But they that in tyme of aducrſite can a⸗ 
plye themſelfe to haue feruour of ſpirite it is a ſyg⸗ 
ne of ſtablenes & grace foꝛ to come. There be ſome 
that be kepte fro great tẽptacion:⁊ yet i male a day 
ly tẽptaciõs they be oftymes oucrcome With lytell 
teptacion Therkoze in great tẽptaciõ they euer fere 
to be ouercome. CCThe.xiii. 
Chapter of vndiſcrete iugement to be auoyded. 
Oo yue hede that thou conſpder well thy pꝛopꝛe 
warzkes ⁊ be nat redy to iuge the dedes ofa 
nother that ꝑteyneth nat to the ne koꝛ whome thou 
ſhalt gyue none accõpt at thy dethe. Man laboꝛeth 
in vayne oftpmes in iugynge other men a ſoone of 
fendeth:but in ſerchynge his owne defautes ⁊ con⸗ 
ſiderynge them he euer labozeth krutkullye. And we 
comonly be redy to iuge afteroure affeccion ⁊ ma⸗ 
ny tymes We erre frome the truthe in iugement koꝛ 
our pꝛyde #ſpnguler loue. And good were oure en⸗ 
tent a deſyze We ſhuld nat beſo greatly troubled in 
the reliſtence of our ſcnſuall deſires. But there is ſo 
me in warde inclynacion 02 outwarde affectyon 5; 
withdꝛa weth vs tro the very affeccyon and delyze 
that we ſhuld haue. There be many that in thinges 
that they do rather ſeche theyz owe lucre than the 
pleaſure of god oꝛ the comon pfpte of many other. 
tt they thynke theyꝛ mynde is let a pacylyed if they 
obteyne theyꝛ purpoſe ił the cotrarye foztune they 
be moued With ipaciece # be miſcõtẽt. And fo2 diuer 
ſitcs ofaffcccions:deſpzes:x opinions p be amonge 
the people oftymes be ſome dillencions / ⁊ debatys 
Imitatio criſtt. B.iui. 
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amonge krendes cytezins à deuout religious peple 
It is harde to leue a cuſtome ot longe continuauce 
t no man is glad to foꝛſake his ꝓpꝛe apctite:vnder= 
ſtandynge and delyꝛc. And thou be moꝛe redy to ap⸗ 
plye to thpne owone reaſon ⁊ vnderſtãdynge thã to 
the holy doctryne of ſcruauntis ot ieſu criſt. It ſhal 
be longe oꝛthou be goſtly lyghtned fo: our loꝛde ſẽ⸗ 
deth nat the great habundaunce of ſpirituall lyghte 
but to them that foꝛſake thep2 oVone ꝓpꝛe appetptis 
and reſons and folo w hym by mekenes. 

¶ The. xv. chapt of Þ ꝓtite of warkts doñe i charite 
Hou ſhuldeſt nat do a moꝛtal ſynnc fo: loue 
t lauourokł any creature:ne foꝛ no erthly cre 
ature 02 Woꝛldly pmocio.Fo2 therbp thou ſhuldeſt 
put thy lelfe out of the loue of our loꝛde # icoperdye 
ok the loſſe ok cuerlaſtynge pꝛomocion. And ſome ty 
me it is expedient to leue àa good dede koꝛ the great 
ncceſſite of our neyghbour oꝛ elles foꝛ a bettet dede 
to be done: wherby We be nat hpndered in ᷣtu but 
rather pꝛomoted. The out warde operacion be it ne 
yer ſo commendable in the lyghte ok the people with 
out charite it auayleth nat in y ſyght of god which 
accepteth moꝛe the fapthfull entent and feruoure of 
mynde: than the manykolde multiplyinge ok great 
Warzkes oꝛ of woꝛdes. Tho perſones done moche 
that oꝛdꝛeth theyz lyte to the honoure of god and ra 
ther to the pzofpteof the comon wele than to theyꝛ 
ovone ſynguler pfyte. There be many Woꝛldly peo 
ple that thynke they doo many thynges of charpte 
but they be rather done ol carnalyte as all tho that 
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do thep2 woꝛkes by the meanc of carnall affeccyon 
ꝓpꝛe Wyll:hope ot pmocton:3 alwey haue anipeto 
thep2 one lynguler auayle. But charite cuer icly= 
neth to do that:that pꝛincypally may do honoure to 
god:a obteyne the goodes goſtly rather than tem⸗ 
poꝛall a in bodely goodcs tt pꝛeſerueth the comone 
Wele atoʒe a pꝛiuate ⁊ ſynguler Wele:the charitable 
man enupeth no man koꝛ any pꝛyuate ioye oꝛ pleaſu 
re:ne he liketh nat to magniky hym ſelte but to mag 
nykye gloꝛytye god / and in hym to be bleſſyd. He 
cõmaundeth no man by adulacyon but he refcrreth 
all comendacton honour # goodnes to god fynally 
of whom cometh all grace #i whom all bleſſed crea 
tures reſteth perpetuall x tn finall felicite O he that 
had but one ſparkle of charitewolde repute all Woz 
dly pleaſures ⁊ loue but vanpte. 
¶ The. x vi. Chaptre howe a man ſhulde ſuffre 
the dekautes of his neyghbour. 
T ole kautes that We may nat amtde in our 
elke noꝛ ĩ other We muſt pacictly ſuffre cpll 
that we ſe what our loꝛde Wyll woꝛke oꝛ oꝛder ther 
int thinke that it is oꝛdeyned of our loꝛde fo2 to p20 
ue our pacyence without which our merytes be ly⸗ 
tell to be pondered. Ind it is erpedift foꝛ vs to pꝛaye 
to out Loꝛde that we by his grace map pacyentlye 
ſuffre o wꝛe neceſſary defgutes. ¶ It thou moniſſhe 
by bꝛoderly coꝛtreccyon thy bꝛoder / oz ſuſter ones / 
02 twyſe ofthep2 defaute / and if pᷣ they receyue nat 
thy monycion ſtryue nat with them:but commytte 
it to god:that his Wyll and honour be donci all his 
Imitatio criſtt. B. lili. 
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ſeruaũtes there is no cuplli this woldebut hekno 
with ho w he ſhall oꝛder it to lome well # goodnes 
t ſtudy paciently to ſuffte p defautes ⁊ ĩfirinites of 
other fo: thou haſt many imperkeccions in thy ſelfe 
whtche other ſuffre in the Ik thou canſte nat make 
thy ſelte as thou woldeſt be in euery condiciõ how 
than ſuldeſt thou deſyꝛe to haue another to thy ple⸗ 
ſure we wolde gladlye haue other perkyte #pet we 
labour nat to amende our owne oſtencis we wolde 
that other that offendeth ſhulde be ſtraitly coꝛrecte 
X our lelfe moꝛe coulpable vncoꝛrecte It diſpleſpth 
vs to ſe other haue great liberte x pꝛiuylege delirig 
that they ſhuld be reſtrayned by la we x#ſtatute and 
we delyꝛe our ſelfe to be at lybcrte without la we oꝛ 
ſtatute # ſo it apperethy We full ſeldome pꝛayſe our 
neyghbour as our ſelfe the whiche we ſhulde do ik 
we were pfite. Our loꝛde hath ſo oꝛdeyned that we 
ſhall lerne echone ot other to bere paciently the bur⸗ 
den of an other fo: i this wozlde there is no man v 
out dekaute no man without burden no man luffy 
cient ot hym ſelfe in wiſdome oꝛ pꝛudence a therfoze 
mult echoneof vs helpe to bere the burde of other e 
chone tocomfozteotherhelpe other iſtructe them a 
moniſſhe theym. And who is ofmoze Htu it aperith 
by p occaſiõs of aduerſyte Occaſiõs makith nat a ꝑ 
ſone frayle but they ſhewe whether he be ᷣtuous 
oꝛ vycyous. 
¶ The. x vii chaptre how a ꝑſone ſhulde oder hym 
Fthou wylt haue peas (ſelfe to come to peaſe 
and concoꝛde with other thou muſte make a 
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reſtraynĩge in many thynges of thyne owne wylle 
it is no lytell vertu to contynue in a company With 
out diſſencion oꝛ debate ⁊ ſo to continue. Bleſlyd be 
tho perſons that whether they be religious oꝛ ſecu⸗ 
ler that kereth to offende god ⁊ in theyꝛ couerſacion 
hurteth no ſoule ⁊ ſo endeth thep2 lpte in the loue of 
god Xof theyꝛ neighbour. And thou Wylt ſurely ſtã 
de in ᷣtue repute the as an outlawe #a pylgrym v⸗ 
pon erthe # repute thy ſelfe vple fo2 the loue of criſte 
if thou Wylt be his diſciple & folo we hym who lo e⸗ 
uer lekith i this woꝛlde any thyng but god x p helth 
ok their ſoules they ſhall fynde nothige but tribula 
cion ⁊ ſoꝛo we 5ᷣ ꝑſone can nat longe ſtande i qͥetnes 
that laboꝛeth nat to meke hymlelke in his ꝓpꝛe repu 
tacion a to be ſubiecte to other remẽbꝛe that thou ca 
miſt to this wozlde to ſerue a nat to rule attet thy ꝓ 
pꝛe pleſute ⁊ know thou god of his goodnes hath 
called the to pᷣ relygion of criſtis feythe p by pacien 
ce ſt oᷣtuꝰ labour thou mayſt be made apte to reygne 
in (op ã teſt.Foꝛas golde is ꝓued in the fournes lo 
man by ttibulacion i the which no man may longe 
| ou Without he meke hym ſelle with all his hert 

y the exaũple ot our ſauyour rote ot all mekenes. 
¶ The. x biii.chaptre ot erafiples of holy ſayntis. 
O Thou dulle ſoule beholde the quicke exau 

ples of the holy ſayntes that haue beafoze 

vs in whome floꝛyſſhed the perfeccyon of alt rely⸗ 
on and feythe / and conſpderhowelptell thou do 

eſte in the reſpecte ol them and than thou mayſte re- 
pute thy lyfe in vayne. ¶ Theſe ſayntes and louers 
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ok our loꝛde haue ſerued god in great abſtinẽce hun⸗ 
ger / thyꝛſt / colde / ĩ poze ara / in labour ⁊ fatigaciõ 
in watchynge / reſtynge / holy medytacid perſecuct 
on great or pꝛeſſion ⁊ many repꝛeues. O how great 
ſt greuous tribulacions ſuffrcd the holy appoſtpls 
martyꝛs / cõfeſſours/⁊ vᷣgyns / a all other holy ſou 
les that haue folowed ðᷣ ſteppis ot our ſauiour they 
haue hate d the impedimentes of the lyke of grace in 
this wozlde that they myghte poſleſle the frute oke⸗ 
uerlaſtynge lyfe foꝛ to come. O how ſtraite ⁊ abicc 
te lyke ledde the holy faders i wyldernes how lõge 
ft — temptacions ſuffred they. And how kerl 
ly haue they be aſſayled with the goſtly ennemye / x 
how many cotynued feruẽt pꝛayer haue they offrid 
to out loꝛde. O to conſider the great rigours abſty 
nence that they haue take What ʒzele /a teruour they 
had to ſpirituall pfite ho we great # cõtinuall batel 
they had to ouercome vice /c in all theyꝛ lyte and la 
bour how pure a rightwis was theyꝛ entent euer 
to god. On the day they laboured # i the night they 
reſted in pꝛayer ⁊̃ if they i the dap laboured bodyly 
yet they pꝛayed in they: mynde deuoutlp:⁊ ſo ſpent 
they all theyz tyme ꝓkitably # had ſo great pleaſurc 
in the ſeruice of god that they thought euery howꝛe 
was ſhoꝛte #hadelptell mpade 02 none oftymes of 
thcp2 bodplp reffeccion. 
C The.rir.Chaptre ofthe good relygious crer- 

' cyſeofa religious ſoule. 
II ke as a ꝑſon othonour is moze pꝛeciouſſy 

ne ibodylp veſturis that apereth to mã 


| ¶ The ſirſt 
out wardly ſo they ſhulde ĩdeuour them ſelle accoꝛ⸗ 
dynge to excede other withvertue in thep2 ſoules a 
concicnce wherin almyghtye god loketh # deliteth 
whan it is endued with fayꝛe ᷣtues # ſpecially ſpp 
xituall men # women whiche ſhulde ſtudy to ende⸗ 
uour they lelte to appere in the ſyghte of our loꝛde 
pure as aungels. And euery daye We ſhulde tnfozſe 
our ſelte to deuociõ # feruoure ot᷑ keyth as it we we 
re newly conuerted to the law a keyth ok ielu criſt ⁊ 
fo: as moche as we ot our ſelfe may nother do Well 
ne yet begynne to do well / than let vs euerye daye 
with all our inly ſtrength and myght beſeche oure 
loꝛde that we may ſo deuotlye begynne the ſeruice 
ol hym that therby we may contynue to his pleſure 
and our perpetuall ſaluacton. We be many tymes in 
mynde to do well and by a lytell occaſion Wo be let⸗ 
ted. The purpoſe of rightwilmen dependeth moꝛe 
of the grace / and dyꝛeccyon of god / than in theyꝛe 
o lune pꝛouydence.Foꝛ man entendeth but god diſ⸗ 
poſeth. Cette vs intoꝛce our ſelłe in that We map to 
the contynuaunce of our good purpole / and yet we 
belyghtly lettyd therol. And thoughe that We may 
nat contynually be in the teruent loue and medpta- 
cyon of god:yet lette vs determyne our ſelte to ble 
it at the leſte ones o2 twyſe in the day / and apply bs 
to vertue. And annere to this purpoſea feruent in 
uocaciõ ⁊ pꝛayer to god foz his naturall pite ⁊ fader 
—— to gyue vs grace to cõpleniſſhe # ful⸗ 
yll this purpoſe. And at night goynge to reſt:than 
let vs dilcullethe dedis that we haue done that day 
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in woꝛdes / woꝛkes / a thought / Wheri we comõly 
offcnde god a ik we fpnde that we haue made tranl 
greſſion in any offcnce aſke we mercy With all our 
herte. As it is great ieoperdy an enemy 02 traitoure 
to a pꝛynce oꝛ to akynge that knoWeth the cryme: 
fo: if that man ſhulde llepe in the kpnges palayes 
amonge the true ſeruauntes ofthe kynge he ſhulde 
reſt in great tcopardye. So that ꝑſone that in this 
Woulde reſteth ĩ ſynne amõge the leruaũtes of god 
ofthe which if ſome be charitably diſpoſed as good 
aũgels #Htuous men:yet there be many euyll as tẽ 
des dc tuyll people:that euer be redp to do vegealice 
t cuyll / t therfoꝛe agaynſt theſe we muſt 2tpnually 
bi armed with tue # meke reſtreynynge agaynſt 
glotony:⁊ thou ſhalt oucrcome all other vyces.and 
in any wyſe beware of oucr moche ocyoſpte but o⸗ 
ther be exercyſed with redynge wꝛytynge pꝛaying 
oꝛ amẽdynge ſome pꝛokitable thynge fo2 p comone 
Well. And ſpirituall labours be moze lurely done in 
ſecrete place tha in comon:⁊ be we nat ſlowe i thoſe 
thynges that ſhulde redoũde to p honour oft god / ã 
comon ꝓtite ot man:a redy to thoſe thynges that te 
turne to our ſiguler ⁊ ꝓpꝛe auãtage. And it is nat ex 
pedient to continue al wey in one labour / but ĩ one 
mauer on the holy day another on the feryall daye 
one the tyme ot tribulacion and tẽptacion another ĩ 
the tyme of peace. And of the feſtpualdap we ought 
to ſolẽpnyſe it accoꝛdynge to the ſolẽpnite / ſo ᷣ the 
moꝛe highe feſt # ſolempne the moze inlye deuocyon 
by ryghtlhuld we haue. And whan that one fceſt is 
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ne we ſhulde o2der our ſelfe to a nother feeft as 
the fpgure of the euerlaſtynge feeſt of heuen which 
as fo: a tyme is delaide till we be moꝛe redy auour 
ned with charite# other vertues + our merites cõ⸗ 
pleniſſhed koꝛ the which our loꝛde hath pꝛefired a ty 
me in the whiche We ought to be cp2ctiſpecte # wat 
chynge ĩ dᷣtuous labour of Þ which ſpeketh our ſa: 
upouri the goſpell ot Luke / Bleſſyd be ß leruaunte 
that is koũde wakige in the — of our loꝛde 7 
ſap ſurely to you ſayth the euangelyſt that our loꝛde 
ſhall pꝛomote hym to the place of eternalle felycite 
where he ſhall haue all pleaſure # goodnes that any 
creature may ot reaſon deſyꝛe. C/The.rri.Chap- 
tre is moch cõueniẽt fo2 religious people how they 
ſhulde kepe theyꝛ lolytaty lyte a ſylence. 
Nd thou wilt withdꝛa we thy ſclfe from cu 
ryous # ſuperfluous Woꝛdes from ociolite 
ct vnpꝛokitable langage than thou ſhalt fpnde tyme 
ſufficient 4 apte to haue good meditacions / and to 
rememhꝛe the great benefites that god hath don foꝛ 
the. The moſt holy men # women that euer Were a 
uoydynge all woꝛldly company haue choſen to ſer⸗ 
ue god in ſecrete placis a one holy man ſayde J co⸗ 
me neuer amõ ge cõpany but I depte with leſſe Btu 
as it ſemeth me as we maye ſee hy experyence yt is 
moꝛe dpffpculte to kepe ſylence in company than to 
be lo cyꝛcumſpecte that we offende nat in no circum 
faunce of ſpeche: It is moche mozeſure foꝛ a religi 
ous perſone to byde at whome in ſolitarye contem- 
placyon / than to be abꝛode in the woꝛlde where he 
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may lyghtly be bꝛought in many kolde temptacyds 
Therfoꝛe they that entende to come to ſpirituall ꝑ⸗ 
feccton they mult With our faupour auopde the tu⸗ 
multuous copanp of people a there be no religious 
people that with ſurete apere to the woꝛlde but they 
be glad to be dymyſſhed from woꝛldiy occupacion / 
And there is no man ſure in pꝛelacy but he that is re 
dy to be ſubiecte. And none that ſurcly cõmaundeth 
but they that be redy to be obedyent. And no man 
ſurely ioyeth but he that hath teſtymony of a good 
concyence. None ſpeketh ſurelye but they be glad 
in tyme to kepe ſylẽce. And cuer the ſurete ot bleſſyd 
people is full of the dꝛede of god # cuer the moꝛe gra 
te and vertuous theyꝛ ſoulys were anourned with 
the moꝛe meke a obedyent they Were both to god / 
man The ſuerty ot euyl people ryſith of pꝛyde / and 
pꝛeſũpcion # iu the conciuſton it diſceyueth them. 
ik thou be monke of the charterhouſe anker / oꝛ anke 
res as loge as thou lyuyſt in this lyte euer beware 
of pꝛeſumed ſuerty # thynke that many holyer tha 
thou in the ſyghte of the woꝛlde foꝛ theyz in warde 
clacion ⁊ pꝛeſumpcion haue pertſſhed# ther toʒe to a 
uotde this in warde vayne gloꝛy a pꝛeſũcion it is ex 
pediẽt that We be exerſyſed with temptaciõ / O that 
religious ſoulc that wolde #tt might cõtempne all 
tranſptozy ioye and neyther wolde ne it myſtred to 
dele with the woꝛlde. Howepure a cõſciẽce myght 
it pꝛeſerue.O that ſoule that wolde putte aVoey all 
Woꝛldly buſpnes # wolde labour allonly foꝛ godly 
thigcs goſtly goodis a put all theyʒ coulidence in 
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god ho w great peſe a qͥetnes ſhuld that ſoule haue / 
There is no perſone woꝛthy to haue heuenly conſo 
laciõ but ił they erercple them ſelle in holy cõpũcciõ 
t penaunce Cõpuccion is remembꝛaunce of ourſyn 
nes With great diſpleaſure which mult be done i ſe 
crete place as Dauid ſaith)Lete thy inly ſoꝛow fo 
thy ſynnes be don ĩ thy lecrete chaübꝛe. O thou rely 
gius ꝑſone thou maiſt fpnde that grace in thy celle 
which thou mayſt lyghtlp leſe Wout in the Woꝛlde 
And thy celle well inhaunted ſhall ware ſwete.and 
if thou inhaũte it nat well. It ſhall induce p ito we⸗ 
rynes ſct diſplealure. It thou wilte i the begynnige 
ok thy cõuerſacion indeuoure thy ſelfe to bꝛynge 
into a cuſtome to abyde in thy celle with remEbzace 
that fo: a lytell typme ocuppinge thy ſelfe well there 
thou ſhuldeſt therbycome to cuerlaſtpngeliberte ⁊ 
the abydynge that ſhuld be full pleſaũte to the. The 
deuoute ſoule in ſilence ⁊ qͥetnes moche ꝓtiteth and 
there comith to thy vnderſtandige the knowlege of 
p hydde ſcripture of god. There it may fynde p wa 
ter of contricion # teris wherby it may waſſhe d clẽ 
ſe it ſelfe krom ſine. Ind euer the moꝛe it withdꝛawe 
it ſelfe fro all woꝛldly tumultuꝰ buſines the moꝛe fa 
myliar ⁊ dere it ſhalbe to god. And tho perſons» w 
dꝛawe them from theyꝛ Woꝛldly frendes # knowle 
7 our loꝛde with his aungels ſhal dꝛawe nere # a= 
de With them. It is full expediẽt foꝛ a religiꝰ ſou⸗ 
le to auoide —— plelure of woꝛldly ſightis 
nother deſyꝛe to lee the woꝛlde ne there to be leen / 
why woldeſt þ {ce thige that by right} mat nat 
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haue. And ik thou myghteſt haue it pet thou ſhulde 
haue lytell contynuaunce ther with foz the Woꝛlde 
paſlcth with all his plcſaunt delites. The lẽſuall de⸗ 
ſircs dꝛaweth a moueth a teligius ꝑſon to go abꝛo 
de but whan ſhozt rẽnynge 0z plcaſure is paſt what 
remayneth but remoꝛſe of cõciẽte a inqͥetnes of her 
te It is oftpmes ſene pᷣ a glad goinge out folo with 
à ſoꝛy returnpnge.Xnda mery euttyde foloweth a 
ſoꝛy moꝛow tyde/fo2 all carnall # ſẽſual topentreth 
with delyte bodely but i cõcluſion it diſpleſith #hur 
teth. what mayſte thou ſe Wout thy clopſter thou 
maiſte nat ſe within. Bcholde there heuen ã the ele⸗ 
mẽtis wherot all erthly ſubſtaũce be furmed what 
can thou ſe vnder the ſonne that may any ſpace aby 
de. If all woꝛdly pleſures a bodyly were pſẽt what 
ſhuld it be but a vayne light lyft vp thy tyen to heuẽ 
ct pꝛay out loꝛde of mercy fo2 thy ſynnes a necligẽce 
leue p vainethiges tothoſep be vapne #attende to 
thoſe thynges Þ oyrlozdecomatidethxlhet the doꝛe 
ok thy ſoule x calle thy loꝛde Jeſu toÞ abyde with 
hym ithp cell foꝛ thou ſhalt not fynde ſo great peas 
in no other place. And thou woldeſt nat go fourthe 
ne gyue attendaunce to thinges bnpzofitable thou 
ſhuldeſt reſt i moꝛe qͥetnes. But it thou haue delpte 
to here noueltiſe thou muſte fomtpme therok lutter 
trybulacvon ok herte. 
¶ The.xxi.chaptre is ołpᷣ cõpuncciõ ofminis hert. 

Md thou wylte pꝛoffyte ſpyꝛytually pꝛeſer⸗ 
AL uethein the dꝛede of god / and ſtande rather 
vader obedyence / than in thy pꝛopꝛe Wyll refrapne 
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all thy lenluall partes with the — ok reals x tẽ⸗ 
peraũce. aue ꝑłite cõpunccion of hert # thou ſhalte 
tynde inly deuocion. Cõpunccyon ct loꝛo we koꝛ our 
lynnes ſheweth many thynges to vs that a diſſolu 
te behauiour hideth and leſeth. Jt is marueyle that 
any perſone in this woꝛlde conlideringe his eryle a 
great ieopardiſe can be mery in any Woꝛldly thyng 
Foz the vnſtablenes of herte a neclygence of our de 
kautes we ꝑceyue nat the ſoꝛowe of our ſoule a ther 
foze weoftymes laugh vaynly at thoſe thiges whe 
reat weſhuld rather wepe. There is no pfite liber⸗ 
te ne true ioye but in the good concience and in the 
dꝛede or god. That perſone is happy that hath grace 
to auoyde the impedimentys of holynes of mpnde 
ct can aſlemble all the vertues ol they ſoule in very 
true cõpuccyon and meditacion of god. That plone 
is happy that auoydeth euety thynge that maye of 
realon offende his concience. Than they that be o⸗ 
uercome ot cuſtomable ſynne let them ſtryue mygh 
telv agaynſt thep: cuſtome. F oꝛ cupll cuſtome may 
be ouercome bp good cuſtome. aue thy conſidera⸗ 
cion firſte ot᷑ thy ſelke:and monillhe thy lelfe befoze 
all other krendes. It is nat erpedtft that mani this 
lyte haue many conſolacions woꝛldly and if we ha 
ue nat deuyne conſolacyons:it is toꝛ that we haue 
nat true compunccyon of herte:oꝛ ellys that we re- 
fuſe nat vayne conſolacpons ofthe woꝛlde we ſhul 
de repute our ſelfe vayne a vn woꝛthy to haue beup 
ne conſolacions but rather we deſerue moche tty⸗ 
bulacion. The vertuous ſoule Wheder it conlpder 
Imitatio criſti. C. i. 
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it ſelfe oꝛa nother it ſyndeth mater of tompunccion 
and ſoꝛowe:toꝛ it knoweth that none lyueth i this 
woꝛlde without tribulacion. The mater of true cõ⸗ 
tricion / compũccion euer be our ſynnes / vyces 
wherby we be ſo diſpolyd that we may ſeldome be 
holde perfitely heuflp thynges. And thou woldeſt 
as bulilp remẽbꝛe thy deth as thou doeſt p lengthe 
of thy lyfe thou ſhuldeſt moꝛe feruẽtly apply thy lel 
ke to amende the. And if thou woldeſt pfitelp remẽ⸗ 
bꝛe the outragtous peynes of hell c pourgatoꝛy. J 
ſuppoſe thou Woldeſt be glad to ſuffre tribulacyon 
peyne / labour:here in this woꝛlde with that thou 
myghteſt auopde thoſeoutragious peynes of euer 
laſtynge damnacton. But koꝛ thole thinges be nat ĩ 
our conſideracion #fo2 we apply our ſelłe foꝛ woꝛ⸗ 
dly pleaſure therfoze we contynue remyſſe/ a colds 
toꝛ lacke of grace inly deuocion. And foꝛ the mide 
of man is nat conſtaunt in vertue:thertoꝛe the body 
is moꝛe krayle a lyghtly offẽdeth. Therfoze pꝛay de 
uoutly ⁊ mekely to our loꝛd:that it wolde pleſe him 
of his grace to gyue vs the ſpirite of cõpunccion /a 
lay with the ꝓphite. Good lozde lede me with p bꝛe 
de ok cotricto & w p habũdaũce of teris foꝛ mp dꝛike 
¶ The. xxii. chaptre of the conlideracion of the 
myſery ot man. | | WI bc 
16 Here ſoeuer thou be oz where ſoeuer thou 
cõuerte the:thou arte but a wꝛetche with 
out thou couerte thy lelfebnto almyghty god wher 
toꝛe arte thou troubled:it that any thynge happene 
nat to thy pleaſure, what creature ĩ all this wozlde 


¶ The kyꝛſte 

hath all his pleafure. Se nat we that almighty god 
luffered many inturies # wꝛoges.and that pcrſone 
hath mooſt auauntage in hope v mooſt ſuffrcth pa⸗ 
ciently foꝛ the loue of our loꝛde The frayle woꝛldly 
people beholdyng only out warde thynges ſap th? 
Beholde ho we good a lyfe this man hath howe ry 
che:ho we great poſſeſlyons: ho we myghty power 
how ſtrõge and fayꝛe of nature. Butthole goodes 
be ot lytell certente euer in mouige and they be poſ- 
ſeſſed euer with labour and feere.Therfoze beholde 
the heuẽly goodes that ſhalbe poſſeſſed With all ple 
ſure and neuer fade. The kelicite of man ſtãdeth nat 
in the habundaunce of woꝛldlye goodes: but hit re⸗ 
quireth thynges necellarye fo2 this woꝛlde. Euer H 
moꝛe ſpirituall a man deſyꝛeth to be /p moze bytter 
nes he ꝑceyueth in this woꝛlde # moe clerely ꝑcey⸗ 
ueth the fautes of our cozruptible kynde / ⁊ therkoꝛe 
the pꝛophite Dauid deſired ol our loꝛde to be deliue⸗ 
red from all ſuche neceſſarye defautes that imaner 
let men to come to ꝑfecciõ. But Wo be to them that 
no we nat theyꝛ mylerye / a wo be to them haue 
theyz greateſt pleaſure in this miſerie & coꝛruptible 
lyke:foʒ and luch myght euer lyue here they Were co 
tent drfppſpnge in maner the true kelycite to come: 
where euery man that cometh is moſt ꝑtytly ſuffy⸗ 
fed. O how vnhappp x#vnfepthfull creature that by 
tno2dpnate deſyꝛe of traſeto2y# erthlpe thiges arte 
ſo blynde that thou haſt no ſpirituall taſt:but of car 
nall thynges. But at the houre of thy deth thy eyen 
fhalbe opened with peynes # than thou ſhalt know 
Imitatio criſti. C. li. 


Harte, 
ho we vyle #litel of reputacion theſe thynges were 
wherin thou dydeſt put thyne vnhappy kelicite. But 
the holy layntes and the deuoute louers ok god ha⸗ 
ue nat pꝛyncypallye attended to thoſe thynges that 
were plealaunt to the fleſſhe / oʒ thole thynges that 
haue tempoꝛallye tlozyſched in this wozlde:but all 
theyꝛ hope / a entent Was in this woꝛlde to poſſeſſe 
the goodes eternall. All they deſpze was exalted to 
the mooſt hye and inuylible good leite it ſhulde be 
dꝛa wen to erthely thynges by p meane ok thynges 
vylible. O thou dulle ſo wle that perſeuereſt in out⸗ 
Warde trybulacyon / oꝛ inly temptacion and i both 
ouercome remembꝛe that in tyme ot trybulacion oꝛ 
temptacion is the moſt frutefull tyme ot merite Foz 
thou muſt go thꝛoughe fpze and water befoze thou 
come into the place offpnall conſolacion and reſte / 
And thou ſhalte neuer ouercome vpce but bp vyo⸗ 
lence: we may nat longe bewithout ſynne / tydeoul 
nes / oꝛ ſoꝛoſo as lõge as we berethis fraple body 
about with vs: we Wolde be gladde to haue quyet⸗ 
nes from all ſynne and mpſery:but koꝛ almoche as 
we haue loſte innocencye by ſynne we be nat Woꝛz⸗ 
thy to haue here the place ot ioy and felycite. Ther⸗ 
foze we muſt bp pacience abyde the mercye of oure 
loꝛde vnto the tyme that oure mpferable moztalpte 
be perkitly chaunged into the lyke perdurable / and 
immoꝛtalle.O ho w krayle is our humayne lynage 
euermoꝛe p20ne#redp to vyce. This dap thou arte 
confeſſed of thy lynnes:the next day thou returneſt 
vnkyndely to the ſame lynne. Howe thou pourpo⸗ 


¶ The fyꝛſte 
feſt to ceſſe fro thy ſynne and within the ſpace of an 
houre thou falleſt vnto the ſame:as thoughe thou 
haddeſt made no pꝛomyſe ne purpoſe contrary/and 
therfoze we haue ſuffpctent occalion of humiliaciõ 
wherby we map manyfeſtly pcepue our oVone ifp2 
mites # vnſtablenes. Ind that vertu that we longe 
tyme laboured foꝛ a by grace obteyned is ſone loſt 
by neclygence. And we be remyſle a necligent now 
whan we be mooſt myghty to laboure What ſhall 
Ve do whan we ware dull in wytte #fcble i body 
O howe vnhappy be thoſe that repute them ſelle ſu 
re ceſſynge to labour agaynſt vyce as they were ſu 
re i good lyfe.⁊ yet there is no token in maner of ꝑ⸗ 
keccyon in theyꝛ lyfe:a they that thynke themlelte ꝑ 
kite as J haue reherſyd it were expedient that they 
Were inſtructe as Noutces begynners to growe i 
moꝛe perfyte vertues. 
¶ The. xxiii. Chaptre ot the meditacion ok dethe. 

Koupde foꝛ thy ſelfe whyles thou arte here: 

fo: thou ſceſt that this day a man is:aud the 
moꝛo we he appereth not And wha that he is with 


dꝛa wen frome the bodely lyght / he is ſone toꝛgoten 


goſtely. O the great dulnes / and hardnes of wãnis 
herte that moꝛe myndeth pꝛouydeth foꝛ tranſcto⸗ 
ry thynges pꝛeſent:than eternall thynges koꝛ to co⸗ 
me. It p Woldeſt i euery Woꝛde / warke / a thought 
remembae as thou ſhuldeſt ſoone dye than thou ha 
uynge a good conſcience ſhuldeſt nat ſo inoꝛdynat⸗ 
lye fete deth. It is moꝛe pꝛofitable to auopde Syn 
ne than to fle deth. It thou be nat redy this daye to 
Imitatio criſti. C. iii. 


| 
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Harte, * : 
dye by the lame reſon thouſhaltnatbe redy to moe 
rowe. Foꝛ to moꝛo we is a dap vncertepn and thou 
knowelt nat whether thou ſhalt contynu therto oz 
nap. hat auaplcthit to lyue longe t thy lyte to be 
lytell oꝛ nothynge amended. A longe lyke encreaſeth 
nat al wey vertue:but dyuers tymes ſynne and vy⸗ 
ce / wolde god we myght be conuerſaunt every dap 
in this woꝛlde without any offẽce. ¶ There be ma⸗ 
ny that counte many percs ot conuerſacion:but ful 
te we of frutetull lyuynge. O it is fcrefull to dy but 
parauenture it is moze ieoperdyous to lyue lenger. 
Bleſſyd be tho perſons that contynuallye haue the 
houre of deth befoze they ſyght:and that euery day 
diſpoſe them ſclfe to dye. Reduce to thy remembꝛaũ 
ce ſome perſone that thou haſte ſcene departe / and 
thynke alſo that lyke wyſe thou muſte nedes depte 
whan thou ryſyſt in the moꝛnynge doute Whether 
thou ſhalt contynue in bodely helthe vnto nyghte / 
And theretoꝛe euer diſpoſe thy ſelfe to be redpe that 
deth may neuer kynde the vnredy / no a llepar / and 
remembꝛe howe many do departe ſodaynlye, and 
whan they lecſt haue beleued they haue gone. The 
lonne ot man both god and man our Juge ſhall co- 
me that tyme whan we leeſt wene as he ſayth hym 
ſelfe. whan thy laſte houre cometh than ſhalte thou 
repent full ſoze of thy remyſſe / and ueclygente lyfe: 
Howe gracious / and happy is that ſoule that now 
in his lyke laboꝛeth to bei that ſtate that it deſpzeth 
to be founde in his deth. To contempne the Wwoꝛlde 
perfptelye;ys a great deſyꝛe to pꝛołyte invertue/lo⸗ 


¶ The ſeconde 
ue ot dyſciplyne / labout in penaũce /a pꝛompte wyll 
to obedience / redye to foꝛſake thepz owne Wyll the 
ſuppoꝛtacion of euery trybulaciõ foꝛ the loue of out 
loꝛde theſe ſhall enduce vs to haue a great confpden 
ce to departe happyly out of this woꝛlde / It is mo⸗ 
che better betyme to pꝛouyde fo: thy ſelfe and fpnde 
thy goodnes befo:ce the than to truſte to other that 
paraucntureſhallnoughte oz lytle pꝛouyde foz the / 
And thou labour nat now buſyly fo: thy ſelle who 
ſhalbe be buſy fo: the in tyme to come. Rowe the ty 
me is very pzectous:But it is lamentable to ſpende 
that tyme vnpꝛofitably where we myghte deſerue 
goodes ofthe whiche we ſhulde lyue and ioye eter 
nally / the tyme ſhall come that thou woldeſt be full 
gladde to haue one day oꝛ houre to amende thy ſelfe 
in / but J no we nat whether thou ſhalt obteyne it 
oʒ naye. O thou vncircũſpecte ſoule of howe great 
pell # lere myghteſt thou delyuer thy ſelle of nowe 
ik thou woldeſt now fere to oſtẽde god x ſuſpecte p 
comynge ot deth. Study now to lyue lo that in the 
houre ot thy dethe thou mayſte rather ioye than fe⸗ 
re. Lerne nowe to dye krome the woꝛlde that than 
thou mayſt begyũe to lyue with cryſt. Lerne now 
to contẽpne all woꝛdly thynges that thi thou mailt 
frelp without any impedtmet goo to cryſte.Chaſty 
fe thy body now by penaunce # than thou mayſt ha 
ue certen cõłidẽce ot re warde. O thou vnwyle man 
why makiſt thou lo great and ſure pꝛouyſiõ fo2 the 
tyme to come / whan thou arte nat ſure that thou 
halte nat lyue one daye to the ende. Howe manye 


| Harte. 
haue deceyued thynkynge to lyue longe a lodenlye 
haue decelled. Bo we oltẽtymes haſte thou harde of 
thoſc that be departed:howe ſome haue be ſlayne w 
werde: ſome dꝛowned:ſome fallynge frohye place 
haue bꝛoken theyꝛ necke:ſome etynge haue be ſtrã⸗ 
gled:ſome with kyꝛe:ſome with Jro:lome with the 
ues haue be diſtroyed ic ſo the ende of euery man in 
h this woꝛlde is deth:;x the lyfe of man in this wozlde 
| as a ſhadowe vanyſſheth awey. who ſhall remem⸗ 
| bꝛe oꝛpꝛay foꝛ the after thy deth thou knoweſt nat 
Therkoꝛe no we inſtoze thy lelfe of ryches imoztall 
that ſhall contynue after thy deth. Euer laboure koꝛ 
that thynge that may honour god # helpe thy ſoule 
tt attende therto ſtudy to make the ſapntes of heuẽ 
the krendes of god thy frendes:# they ſhall recey⸗ 
ue the into eue rlaſtynge tabernacles: Thou religi⸗ 
ous ſaule behaue thy ſelte vpon erthe as a pylgrym 
#4 [traunger:Fo2 it perteyneth nothynge to the to 
tntermpt of p buſynes of this wozlde.Pzcſerue thy 
herte fre ⁊ directe it to our loꝛde fo2 thou haſt no cp#* 
te here abydynge a therkoꝛe directe thy dayly mour 
nynge #p2apcr vp warde:that after thy ſpyꝛyte dep 
te fro thy body it may be woꝛthy to be gracioullye 
tranllated into that celeſtiall à perpetuall Cyte. 


C The.xxiiii. C haptre is oł᷑ the laſt iugement #pep 

nes de puted foz ſynne. | 
Nall thy labours beholde the ende # howe3 
halt ſtande befoze p iuge to Whome nothige 

can be hyd / he that day ſhall nother be moued with 
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rewardes noꝛ pꝛaier no2 any other cauſe that maye 
be alegid but he ſhall iuge that is righwis. O thou 
myſerable vnwyſe ſynner what ſhalt thou anſwe- 
re that day to that loꝛde kno wige all that euer thou 
ſte don. Itkthou fere ſomtyme in this woꝛlde the 
ace of a moꝛtall man whiche thon haſte dpſpleaſcd 
howe moche moze ſhuldeſte thou feere the face of 
thys thy eternall Juge why pꝛouydeſt thou nat foz 
the day ol iugement. whan there maye no man be 
accepted oꝛ defended by a nother. But euerye man 
ſhall an were foꝛ his owne ſelfe. ow thy well oꝛ⸗ 
dered laboure is frutetull thy wepynge acceptable 
thy moꝛnynge Wozthy to be herde / thy ſoꝛo we pur. 
geth / and is ſatilfactoꝛye. The pacyent man that 
moe lamenteth foz the malyce of ſynners. Than 
koʒ his o lone iniurye hath an holſome pourgatoꝛye 
Ind lyke wyle they that pzape foꝛ theyꝛ ennempes/ 
and in theyꝛ herte foꝛgyue theyꝛ offeces a they that 
tarye nat to aſke foꝛgyuenes ofother foz theyze of- 
kences. And be moꝛe tedyer to remytte thanne to be 
Wꝛothe. And they that bp vpolence reſtrayne theyꝛ 
lelle fro ſynne / and euer be buſy ta make the bodye 
obedyent to the ſoule. All thoſe haue an holſomme 
pourgatozy in this lyte. It is moche moꝛe pzofpta= 
ble no we to pourge oure ſynne / and kytte it away 
than to abyde the pourgacion therot with the kyꝛe 
of Pourgatoꝛv.Uerely We deceyue our ſelfe by in⸗ 
oꝛdynate loue that We haue to our ſelfe. what (hall 
the (p28 come to deuoure but thy ſine. Euer the mo⸗ 
re thou ſparpſte thy lelle nowe / And lo kolowylte 


; 
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Parte. | 
the ſenſuall appetite moze greuoule ſhalbe thy pey⸗ 
ncafterVoarde and moꝛe greuoule p fyꝛe. And ther⸗ 
foze lake what thynge man moze greuoullye offen= 
deth in and therin hall be his moꝛe peyne. ¶ The 
flouthfullperſoncſhalbepunyſſhed with bzennpng 
bꝛondes. The glottone that hath conſumed metes / 
and dꝛynkes ſupertluoully to the detrymet of theyꝛ 
body / and the iniury ofthe poze that kamyſſhed foꝛ 
hunger / than ſhall they fampſſhe koꝛ hunger in (o 
moche that ik they wolde delyze a dꝛope of water to 
mytygate that excedynge ardoꝛe / that they ſhall ſuf 
fre, than it ſhall nat be poſlyble to them to obteyne 
it. ¶ The lecherous pcople / and the inoꝛdynate lo⸗ 
ucrs of theyꝛ luſtys thalbe compelled to dꝛynke the 
ſtynkynge and abhompnable inflamed pytche / and 
bꝛymſtone. And the enuyous people (hall wayle / 
and howle as wode houndes. And ſo euery ſynne 
hall haue his pꝛopꝛe tuurmeut / and peyne coꝛeſpon 
dynge to hym. And the obſtinate pꝛowde / a couety 
ſe perſons ſhalbe replenyſſhed With all conkuſyon / x 
penuty. There ſhalbe one houre mozepepnfull and 
greuous / than here a hundꝛed yere in bitter penaũ⸗ 
ce. There ſhall neuer be conlolacion ne reſt to thoſe 
that be dampned / oꝛ ſhalbe dampned: but here the 
troubled perſons haue ſomtyme aleuiaũce ot they 
peynes / and conlolacion of thepz frendes. Be no 
bulpexſozpe fo2 thy ſynne that i the day of ſugemet 
thou mayſt haue ſuerty With holy fapntes whiche 
than ſhall ſtande in great conſtaunte agaynſt thoſe 
that haue vntyghtouſly vexed theym. And loke as 
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they bo no we iuged ol other men fo than ſhall they 
iuge other. Tha the pooꝛe obedient ſoule ſhall haue 
great contydence / and the obſtynate pzowde man 
ſhall quae /and fere on euery ſyde. Than ſhall they 
be reputed wyſe that haue lerned in this woꝛlde of 
our loꝛde to be abiecte / and dilpiſed. Than ſhall all 
tribulacyon paciently ſuffered he full pꝛofytable / 
euery iniquyte ſhall trouble the auctoz therot᷑. Thã 
ſhall euery deuoute ſoule top and euery wycked cre 
ature ſhall wayle and mourne / than ſhall the fleſſh 
that hath ben with reaſon chaſtiſed be moze gladde 
than it it had ben al wey in delectacion and pleaſure 
than the vyle veſture ſhall ſhyne / a gliſterige gar 
mentis ſhalbederke and vyle / and the poze cotage 
mo ꝛe of pꝛyce than the great gloꝛyous palays editp 
cd fo pompe / and pꝛyde than ſhalbe moze allowa⸗ 
ble a conſtaunt pacience than all vſurped power thã 
ſhall the true obediẽce of a meke religious ſoule be 
moꝛe exalted than any woꝛldly cautelous pꝛudence 
than ſhall a clere conctencebe moꝛe ioytull than the 
arroganceof poetis / oꝛ philoſophers / than the con⸗ 
tempt of riches be moꝛe ot pꝛyce / than the treaſoure 
of all theerthe. Than thou ſhalt haue moꝛe delecta⸗ 
cion in deuoute pꝛayer than in the delectable fedige 
And thouchalt moꝛe reioyce ol the ſylence that thou 
haſte kepte than ot᷑ thy loge ſupfluous ſpeche. Tha 
ſhall thy holy werkis bemoche moꝛe of pꝛynce than 
che fayꝛe and pleſaunt woꝛdes. Than ſhall a ſtrayte 
lvte a peyntull be moze pfitable than all woꝛdly de⸗ 
lectacion / lerne now tolutfre (male tribulacyons 


0 — — 


— —— — 


than thou mayſt bedelpucred from great tribulaci⸗ 
ons. If thou wylte in any wyle by contynuaũce of 
thy ſynne 02der thy ſclfe to the kyꝛe make experience 
Putte thy hande in the kyꝛe: It thou may nat ſuffre 
thys lytell peyne:howe ſhalte thou endure to ſuffre 
thy hole bodye perpetuallye to be put in the fyze It 
no we alytell paſſyon make the ſo ĩpacyẽt what ſhal 
the intollerable peynes of hell do to the. Than take 
hede foꝛ thou mayſt nat haue thy full plcaſure body 
ly here / and in the lyfe to tome the habundaunce of 
ſpyꝛytuall top.Therfo2c it thou voplte after warde 
reygne with Cryſte in perpetuall pleaſure folowe 
hym here in thys lyke with penaunce. It thou had⸗ 
deſt lyued krome the begynnynge of the Woꝛlde to 
thys daye in all honour and pleaſure that were pot 
ſyble to be hadde in this lpfe they ſhulde no we be al 
paſte:as a dꝛeme that ſhoꝛtlye appereth / and ſoone 
ys foꝛgotten. And it thou ſhuldeſt lyue nowe lyke⸗ 
Vopſe to the woꝛldes ende / and than departe What 
ſhulde remapne of theſe plealures nothynge. Than 
Voc maye conclude that all woꝛdlye pleaſure is but 
vanyte / and all other —— in this woꝛlde is va⸗ 
nyte ſauynge the loue ol god / his ſeruyce oꝛ any 
thynge oꝛdꝛed to theſe. That ſoule that laueth God 
With all his herte / nouther fereth deth inoꝛdynat⸗ 
lyturmentes / iugement / ne helle. Fox perfpte-loue 
hath lure pallage ta our loꝛde. who ſomeuer hathe 
delyte to offende it ts no marucyle it they dꝛede deth 
and theyz Jugement. ¶ And il that the loue of god 
maye nat withdꝛa we the frome ſynne / than hit is 


— 
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good * expedient that thou celle of ſynne koꝛ the fere 
ol the peynes ol helle. And that pſone that pferreth 
any woꝛdly loue be foꝛe the loue of god can not lõge 
ſtande in the ſtate of grace:but he ſhal ſoone be tyẽd 
in the ſnare ot the deuyll. 
C The. xx v.chaptre ofthe feruent emẽdacyon of all 
the lyfe ol man. 
ILL Ohe that thou be wakynge ⁊ dilygent i the 
A ſeruice of god a thou relygious ſoule remẽ⸗ 
bꝛe buſyly Whither thou art come / a why thou haſt 
koꝛlaken p woꝛlde / was it nat fo2 that intent Þ thou 
ſhnldeſt become a ſpitituall man / oꝛ womã / and to 
loue / ⁊ ſexue god onlye Therfoze incyte thy ſelfe to 
haue feruoure ot ſpirituall pzofpte. Foꝛ thou ſhalte 
ſhoꝛtly recepue thy rewarde fo: all thy labours and 
in that heuenly inheritaunce ſhalbe nouther ſoꝛo w 
ne fere. Nowe labour a lytell / than thou ſhalt fide 
— perpetuall gladnes / it thou Wylt keith 
ully / feruẽtly abyde ibtuous labour thou (halt 
fynde without do wte that our loꝛde ſhal fepthfully 
t habũdauntly re warde the / and haue hope ÿ thou 


halt come to bictoꝛy. But it is expedient that thou 


therin haue nat to great ſuerty:leſt thou be necligẽt 
02 exalted therby in thy mpnde. There Was a cer⸗ 
tapneperſone that was oftymes kolowynge in his 
mynde betwene kere a hope / and on a tyme beynge 
full ot anguyſſhe x ſoꝛo we in a churche tell pꝛoſtrat 
to the grounde ſeyinge theſe woꝛdes. O if J myght 
zno we whether J ſhall perſeuer / ouercome this 
great temptacyon that J am in:anone he herde the 
Anmtitatio criſti. D. 


* 
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anl were of our loꝛde ſhewed to hym ĩ his ſoule ſap 
inge. what woldeſt thou do ik thou kne weſt that / 
Do node that / as thou woldeſt do than: and ther 
by thou mayſte haue ſutete. And ſo anone he was 
reconkoꝛted:and commptted hym ſclfe to the Wyll 
of god / and of his klo wynge and vnſtedkaſt mynde 
was payſed and Wolde no moꝛe by curious inquy 
ſycyon deſyꝛe to knowe what ſhuld befalle to hym 
in tyme to come:but rather he ſtudyed to kno we the 
Wyll of god / he ſtuſtyed to confermehis Wyll to the 
wyll of god:as well in the begynnynge as in the en 
dynge of euery dede that he ſhulde do. The pꝛophet 
Dauid exoꝛtynge euery man to vertue ſaythe. Do 
Well and hope in god JInhabyte the erthe and chou 
ſhalte be fedde with krutes therok. The contynuall 
gruge and laboure oftemptacyon and trybulacion 
With dꝛa with righte many frome pꝛofyte and ker⸗ 
uent emendacyon. Uerelp they that inkoꝛce theyꝛe 
ſclfe with myghtye applycacyon to oucrcome thoſe 
thpnges that be greuous and contrary to the helth 
ok theyꝛ ſoules:they pꝛofite in excedyng other / and 
à man in moꝛtykyinge of his ſenſuall partes / and 
ouercomynge of hymlclfe therin ſpecially he pꝛoly⸗ 
teth d cometh to moꝛe habundaunce ot grace but c= 
uc ry man hath nat in lyke to ouercome oꝛ to moꝛty 
fyc. A teruent louer of god if he haue mo and greatt 
paſſpons oꝛlettynge ſhall moꝛe ſpyꝛituallye pzofpte 
than y ᷣtuous ꝑſone vᷣ hath leſſe feruour to vertue 
There be two thynges that ſpecyally helpe a ſoule 
to come to vertue to withdza we it ſelke violẽtly fro 


CThe fyꝛſte 
thoſe thynges that coxruptenatureis entlyned to ⁊ 
feruently to labour foz that grace oꝛòbtu that we px 
cepue we haue mooſt nede to. Gyue hede in any woy 
le that thou auoyde thole vytes i thy (clfe that thou 
arte mooſt greued o2 myſcontent within other me: 
and be gladde to gether vertu of euery oᷣtuous crea 
ture as the hony Be gathereth his honp ot dyuers 
floures ſo conſider all thoſe that thou arte coucrſit 
With. Choſe ofechcone of them ſome vertue retuſig 
thep2 vpce take the fayze floure frome the bzambcl! 
and hurte nat thy hande ofthe thoꝛne. And it happẽ 
the to be hutte indeuoure thy lelke to be recoucrede 
Without delap.as thyn eye conſidereth the wartzes 
ok other / ſo thou arte noted of other. O howe tocun 
de / and mery is it to be coucrſaunt with company 
ol honeſt name and tame / teythkull / and feruent in 
the loue of god. And contrary wyſe it is greuous to 
be accompanyed with tho that be diſoꝛdered bothe 
to god and man:that nouther as louers ne keithfull 
ſubiectes haue compleniſſhed thoſe thiges that they 
be called to. YoWwe inconuenient thinge is a pſone 
to be neclygent in thole thynges that he is called to 
of our loꝛʒde:and to gyue hede to thoſe thynges that 
he is nat bounde to. Reduce to thy remembꝛaunce 
the tate of thy perkeccion ỹ thou arte called to the J 
mitacion ot᷑ ieſu criſte oz ſcrutce:Coliderwellhis iy 
fe a how farrethplyte dilcoꝛdeth therfro ⁊ ÿᷣ ſhalt fi 
de thy ſelte no good dyſcyple noꝛ ſcoler but rather a 
truande oꝛ a poſtata. That relygtous ſoule that de« 
uoutly exercyleth it ſelte i the lyte and pallyõ ofoure 
Imitatio criſti. D. ii. 
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loꝛde ſhall fynde therin all thynges ꝓkitable # neccf 
ſarp fo2 it ã habundauntliye ⁊ ſhall nat nede to ſeche 
any better thynge / than in this lpfe is cõteyned / O 
that ſoule that myght al wer haue the remembꝛace 
of Jclucrucifped:how ſoone ⁊᷑ ſufficiently thuld it 
be enfourmed with kno wlege neceſſarte:A feruent 
relygius ſoule pactently ſuffrcth ⁊ obſcrueth thoſe 
thpnges that be cõmaũded to it / And a neclygence 


# a temyſſe relygious ſoule hath trybulacyon vpon 


trybulacion / and ſuffreth anguyſſhe #tribulacyon 
ou euery party / that is fo2 it lacketh inly cõſolacy 
on / and is reitrayned from out warde cofozt. That 
relygyous perlone that lyueth without diſcyplyne 
ts redye to fall to ruyne. And that man that euer ſe⸗ 
keth moze large maner and liberte in his lyke:ſhall 
be al wey in anguyſſhe # trouble / and euer ſhall dil 
pleſe hym outher that lyke / that he hath begonne oz 
elles fo: he hath lette a better. Take hede ho we ma; 
ny religious people fo: the loue of god # euerlaſtig 
ioy ⁊ liberte no we obediently lyueth vnderthe rule 
of ſtrayte relygion. They be withdꝛa wen from the 
Woꝛlde / and deſyze nat to be greatlye conuerſaunte 
with the woꝛlde they be poꝛely fedde / content with 
vyle / groſſe clothynge:they labour moche # ſpeke 
but lytell ſuperfluouſly / they watche longe and ſoz 
ne ryſe:longe in pꝛayer / and holy redynge of frute⸗ 
kull doctrine / and v they may come to euerlaſtynge 
liberte. They kepe theyꝛ lelfe from the ſpace of this 
ſhoꝛt lyfe vnder obedience and in pꝛyſon. Conſyder 
the holy oꝛders ol relygyon bothe ol men à women 


| 
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as thoſe of the charterhouſe / obleruauntts / minoꝛs 
minoꝛes holy ankours + ankeres how beſily thei 
labour nyght à day to pleſe a ſerue out loꝛde. Theſe 
quicke exaumples of fo great multytude lhulde in⸗ 
duce the to be a ſhamed to be ſo vndeuout a remyſſe 
ta the ſetuyte ot god. O howe iocunde ᷑ pleſaunt a 
Iyfe ſhuld it be to a ſoule that had no woꝛdly thpnge 
to do but loue god contynually with all his herte in 
Warkes and Woꝛdes. O it we myght contynue in 
this lyfe without bodely refeccion as etynge a dꝛin 
kynge lepynge / oz any othet bodely neceſſites and 
take hede only ts holy medptacion# goſtly fedinge 
t reteccyon of oure ſoule / than we ſhulde be moche 
moꝛe happy tha we be nowe ĩ ſeruynge / d attẽdige 
moꝛe toꝛ bodclp thynges than goſtly pꝛotite. han 
man cometh ones to that perfeccpon that he ſcketh 
conlolacion ot᷑ no creature / thã begynneth he to ha 
ue a ſpirituall tallage in god / a whan he is content 
with euery foꝛtune al well with aduerſite as ꝓſpe⸗ 
ryte cõtoꝛmynge and reterrynge all his warkis to 
god to ſerue a obey to his wyll / Euer remẽbꝛe the 
ende ol cuery thynge that thou begynneſt / and alio 
that tyme loſte can nat be recouered / and thou ſhalt 
neuer obtepnevertue without labour & diligence # 
Whan thou begynneſt to berempllc in ſpiritual lu⸗ 
bours than thou begynneſt to ware cupll. It thou 
applpe thy ſelte ſpiritually to moe vertu thou ſhalt 
tynde great peaſc and than by grace of God # loue 
that thou haſt to vertu thou ſhalt fide the ſpirituall 
exercylein vertuecucrmoze delectable # lyghter /a 
Imitatio criſti. D. lui. 
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keruent a louynge ſoule is euer redy to all thynges 
that be expediẽt to theplealure of god # ſpirituall ꝓ⸗ 
kite ofit (ſelfe. It is moꝛe labour to reſiſt vyce and in 
oꝛdinate paſſions / than to be occupied in bodelp la⸗ 
bours and it þ wylt nat gyue hede to auoyde p leſſe 
ſpnne thou ſhjalt ſoone be enduced to the moe. Ind 
whan thou haſt bꝛought the day to the eupntpde 1 
Wtuous occupaciõ without any great diſplelure to 

our loꝛde than thou mayſt be glad x ſurely take thy 
reſt in hym. And euer betoꝛe all other ſoules take he 
de to thyn owe ſoule excyte ⁊ moue thy ſelfe tod tu 
and what ſo euer thou doeſt be neuer neclygent in 
thole thynges that be neceſſary fo thy ſoule # loke 
how moche thou delyꝛeſt to ꝓkite /⁊ lo moche aplye 
thy ſelle vyolently to gooſtly # ſpirituall labours.⁊ 
thus endeth the firſt boke of Johũ Gerſon of the J 
mytacion of Cryſte. 


Here begynneth the. ii. boke of Johñ Ger- 
ſon ot the in warde #dcuoute cõuerlacion of 
the ſoule ok man. 


— Pter the ſetence ok our ſaupour Je⸗ 
| TIE Cryſt theinwarde regne of god 


>< is in the loule of man: Keturne thy 
IN 2 ſelte with all thy herte to oure loꝛde 
_ and fozſake the inoꝛdinat loue ofthe 

== wo:ldcand thy ſoule ſhal kynde reſt 
lerne to contempne out warde thynges apply thy 
mynde to ĩ warde thiges a thou ſhalt ꝑceyue that p 


CTheſeconde 
kyngdome ok god ſhall come tothe wherwWith co⸗ 
mith peace toye in the holy gooſt that is nat graũ 
ted to no wicked man. It thou wylt pᷣpare ĩ thy ſou 
le a condynge manſton cryſte ſhall come and abyde 
there to thy inly conſolacion. All the pꝛyncypall ioye 
and delyte that god hath in man / is i the obedyence 
and vertue ot the ſo wle :there he is cuſtomably W 
marueylous ſwetneſſe / and great fampliarite com 
koꝛtably fedynge it with gooſtely ſpeche a doctryn 
O thou fepthfull ſoule pꝛepate thy herte to Cryſte 
thy ſpouſe that he may come therto: z by his good- 
nes make therin a manſyon. Foꝛ he ſayth in the gol 
pell ot᷑ Johũ: who ſo loueth me he ſhall obſerue my 
commaundementes and mp fader and J with the 
holy gooſt ſhall come to hpm and make with hym ĩ 
habitaciõ by grace vntyll we bꝛynge hym to p cele⸗ 
ſtiall habitacion ot gloꝛye. Make redy a place ĩ thy 
ſoule to hym that creat it / and lette nothynge haue 
interelſe therin that may offende hym. It he abyde 
with the that is loꝛd of all rycheſſe how mayſt thou 
be pooꝛe he ſhalbe a ſufficient / and a feythfull pꝛouy 
ſoure fo2 the in all thynge erpedient koꝛ the i whom 
thou muſte moꝛe conſtauntly hope / and beleue than 
in euery creature:toꝛ all creatures moꝛtall be muta 
ble:fo2 thoughe they pꝛomyſe neuer lo luetlye / yet 
they may be ſoone chaunged. But cryſte that is the 
ſwete kirmament euer in one abydynge map nat i 
any wyſe bꝛeke his abſolute pꝛomyſe. Be a frende 
that is moztall neuer ſo feythfull oꝛ beloued:yet in 
that / that he is moztall/x fraple he may be chaũgid 


0 
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They that this day be thy frendes to moꝛo we may 
be thync ennemves:a therfoze put no ſure confiden 
ce but in god whom thou lhalt loue / and fcreabouc 
all thynge. Here we haue no certen habptacion:but 
whereſomeuer we be in this woꝛloc we be as pyl⸗ 
gryms and ſtraungers and ſhall neuer haue reſt w 
out We be vnyte to cryſt/fyre thyne iye ok thy ſoule 
ofthe pꝛeſent thynges in this woꝛlde of the pylgris 
that goone by the way which be nat tarpcd by the 
bcaute of thoſe thynges that ben in theyꝛ Way: but 
theyꝛ myndes renne mooſt of the ende of theyꝛ tour 
ney. So lette the iye ok pour ſoule be fpred perfitly 
in heuen where be true iyes ã than ſhall we be lclle 
taryed in the vſe ot erthely thpnges. Beware that 
thou enclyne nat ſo moch vnto erthlp thynges that 
thin appetite be nat ther with attached a thou made 
fubtecte to the great enemy the Woꝛlde # ſo ſpiritu⸗ 
ally periſche / Let thy medytacion be alwey of hym 
that is mooſt high i directe thy cõtynuall pꝛaycr to 
criſt ifthou can nat occupie thy mide in the high con 
templacion of god reſt than in the poſleſſion ot oure 
ſauiour a let thy contemplacyon reſt in his bleſſyd 
woundes æ there thou ſhalt ꝑceyue ſiguler comfoꝛ⸗ 
te in all tribulacions bodely # goſtly. And feere nat 
moche of the detraccion of euyll ſpeche of the woꝛl⸗ 
dely people ik thou gyue no cauſe therto.Foꝛ We ha⸗ 
ue exaumple of our maiſter criſt that Was moſtvyle 
reputed / aud in his moſte neteſſyte foꝛlaben ot his 
frendes andaquepntaunce.Cryſte out leder wolde 
ſutfre aud be diſpyſed / z We delpze to be magnikyed 
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#loth to ſuſtre iniure 02 wꝛonge. Criſte had aduer⸗ 
ſaryes + detractours/ and we wolde haue all to be 
our fredcs and benefactours. Howe ſhuld thy pacy 
ence becroVoned without aduerſite. And thou wylt 
luffre none aduerſite howe ſhuldeſt thou be the lo⸗ 
uer otcryſt. It thou wylt regne with hym in perpe 
tuall pleaſure ſuffrewith hym here tempoꝛall tribu 
lacyons It thou myghteſt ones perfitelp entre ĩ the 
inly deuocion of ieſu cryſte / and perceyue a lytell of 
his ferucat loue / than thou ſhuldeſt but lytell foꝛce 
all woꝛdly auauntage oꝛ diſauauntage but ſhuldiſt 
rather ioye ĩ iiuries a contẽptes ſhewed to the. Foꝛ 
the perkite loue ot god incyteth man to cõtynu hym 
ſelte in the inly loue of god that is free from all inoꝛ 
dynate affecctons and map Without defaute holye 
conuertehpm lelfetocriſteand in hym haue perky⸗ 
te reſte aud fruycyon. He that pꝛayſeth the good of 
the woꝛlde nat as they be extemed of the Woꝛdly pe 
ple but as they be ol pꝛice in they ſelfe that perſon is 
very wyſe and rather inſtructed of god than ol mã 
That ſoule that hath at lyberte the in warde mocy⸗ 
ons of vertue a pondereth but lytell the outwarde 
thinges he abydeth nother place no: tyme to haue 
Wtuous exercyſe in good lye. The inly man may ſo 
nevntte ⁊ calle to geder his inly po wers ᷣtues of 
his ſoule /foz they be neuer holy occupyed with out 
wardethiges. The out warde labour oz exercyſe is 
netceſlarye koꝛ a tyme it letteth his ſoule but lytell of 
his pfeccions fo2 euery thynge p behappith to hym 
whether it be aduerlite oꝛ p2olperite he referrpth it 
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to the wyll o god. Loke howe moche moꝛe a mã lo 
ucth any woꝛdlythynge than it ſhulde be loued ſo 
moche his mynde is diſtracte a letefro the tru oꝛdi⸗ 
nate loue ot god. It thy ſoule were pfptly pourged 
from all inoꝛdynate affeccions eucrp auenture and 
koꝛtune comynge to the ſhulde be p augmentacion 
of Btue # grace to thy ſoule. The cauſe hy manye 
thynges diſpleaſe oz trouble p is that thou art nat 
yet perkytly moꝛtified iu thy ſelfe ne pourged frome 
all ioꝛdinate loue of erthly thiges. There is nothig 
that diſoꝛdꝛeth oꝛ fpleth the loule ot man as in pure 
i diſoꝛdꝛed louc ot creatures. Itthou woldeſt ſcke 
no woꝛdly conſolacion out warde thou mighteſt ha 
ue thy meditacion and heuenly cõſolacion ĩ thy ſou 
le the hich excedeth all woꝛdly & traſytoꝛy cofozte 

as heuen excedeth erthe. 

¶ The ſecondechaptre ot the humble ſubieccyon 
ol the ſubiecte to the pꝛelate. 4 

Ho ſo euer be with Þ oꝛ contrary to the 
w laboure with all thy myght to haue thy 
lozde god with p in eue ry vyage oꝛ thig 
that thou doeſt / and than thou mayſte 
ſapc with Dauyd the pꝛokyte / god is mp helper J 
ſhall nat fete the ennemye ok man. The moſt imme⸗ 
diate meane to god with the / is to haue a good cle⸗ 
ne conſcience. And loke to whõ lo euer god putteth 
kurth his hande to helpe ther can no aduerſite hurte 
hym. And it thou canſt kepe ſcylence / and pacyence 
thou ſhat without doute percepue the helpe of god 
in thy nede. Be knoweth the tyme / and the wapes 
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ok delyueraunce ⁊ thertoꝛe refrayne ⁊ committe thy 
lelte to hym. It ꝑteyneth to hym to helpe ⁊ delyuer 
tepth full obedient ſoules fro ꝑyll a ieopardyc. It is 
erpedyent foꝛ our humylyacion # meryte that ſom- 
tyme other people kno we our defautes ⁊ ſynnes » 
they may coꝛrecte # repꝛeue vs. whan man foꝛ hys 
ovwnedefautes humyleth hym ſelke thů he hath mo⸗ 
te compallyon of the fraplte of other ⁊ reconlyleth 
hym lelte to thoſe that haue offendedhpm + cõtrari 
Wyle he reconſyleth them to hym. Almyghty god xy 
tecteth x defendeth the meke man obedpet ⁊ hym he 
knoweth# coũcelleth enclyneth hym ſelke to hym 
c ſendeth 2 habundaunce of grace to hym ⁊ ſhe 
weth his ſecrete couucell to hym.Alſo he inuiteth hĩ 
ſt dꝛa weth hym by grace beniglyã atter his humylt 
acion a depꝛeſſion he enhaunceth hym to gloꝛy The 
meke obedyent ſoule pꝛoued bp intury # confuſpon 
mape reſt iu peas. Foꝛ iu as moche it is cõtẽpned of 
the Woꝛlde it is in maner coſtrapned to fle # reſt in 
god ⁊ neuer eſtimate thy ſelte to haue perkite pꝛokite 
Without thou repute thy ſelle moſt vyle ok all other 


¶ The. iii. chaptre of þ reltfull #quyet perſone. 

Dkethoufirlt be quiet thy ſelte ⁊ than thou 

mayſt the better pacitye othet. pacient mã 
is moꝛe cõmendable i pꝛotitable thã a great lettred 
man ĩpacyent I perſone that is paſſionate lyghtely 
beleueth the woꝛſt party cõmonly in cuerp thynge. 
That perſon that is content applyeth euery thynge 
belt / and that ſoule that is nat well content is inget 


— 


— — 
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by dyuerle ſuſpiciõs ⁊ nother quyet in hym ſelfe ne 
yet ſuffereth other to be in peate / ſpeketh oktymes 
thoſe thynges that be nat ſyttynge / c omytteth to 
ſpeke of thole thynges that Were expediẽt to be ſpo⸗ 
ken ot. He conſydereth what other be bounde to do 
# is neclygent in that / that perteyneth to hym ſelle. 
Haue firſte a zele ᷑ a reſpecte to thy ſelte /a thã thou 
mayſt better attẽde to the dedes of other. Thou art 
redy to excuſe thy pꝛopꝛe errour ⁊ defautes / wylt 
nat ꝛlider the fraplte ol thy neyghbour. But it we⸗ 
re maze accoꝛdige to equite to excuſe thy neyghboꝛ / 
c to accule thy lelfe: t thouwylt that other ſuppoꝛt 
qt luffre the thou mult lomtyme charttably ſuppozt 
x (uffre other mẽ how farre art thou from pfite hu⸗ 
mylyte # charite / by thewhich man ſhulde be moſte 
Wꝛoth witch his owone offcces it is no great matter 
of pactence to be cõuerlaũt with meke tractable/oꝛ 
charitable cõpany foz with ſuche perſons eucry bo⸗ 
dy delyteth naturally to be accopaned:but it is a ſig 
ne ol great Vᷣtue + pacience to be auerſant paciently 
with fro warde wꝛathkull a cupil manered peple pᷣ 
be redy to ꝓue our pacience with cotradicctons in⸗ 
iuries ⁊ wWꝛõges.Bleſlyd be thoſe that amõge this 
people be pacient fo to thepm by thep2 pacience per⸗ 
teyneth the kyngedome ot heuen. And that perſon p 
by grate can applie hymſelfc moze to ſuffre paciẽtly 
(hall obteyne moꝛe peas and may be called a conque 
rour ot hymſelte /a ouer the woꝛlde a lozde a frende 
ol cryſt x the inheritour ot heuen. 

¶ CThe.itii.chaptet ot pure myndeã a true entent. 


| 


C The ſeconde. 

I In is eleuate i lyfte vp from erthely thiges 
vnto ſptrituall thynges by keyth / a cleneſſe 

ot mynde as by the meane ok two wynges. Thy en 
tent muſt be ſimple without any duplycite / and thy 
affecctono2 deſyꝛe pure from ali diſoꝛdenaũce The 
ſpmple and true entent beholdeth god:but the pure 
mynde appꝛehendeth #taketh'taſte ot his meffabls 
wWetnes. Ik thou be fre from all inly and inoꝛdinat 
affcccton there ſhall no good operaciou let the from 
the Wey of perfeccion. That perſone that entendeth 
bothe the pleaſure of god / a the ꝓkyte ot his neygh⸗ 


bour mape haue true a imly lybette ot mynde if thy 


herte were perkytly oꝛdꝛed / cuery creature ſhuld be 
a mirrour ot lyte /a aboke ot holy doctryne to the. 
There is no creature ſo vnperfite 02 vyle but iſome 
maner it ſhe weth the goodues of god if thy ſo wle 
were pure from all tnoꝛdynate affeccios thou ſhul⸗ 
deſt ler pꝛavſe cuery thynge in due oꝛder · A pure X 
clene herte ꝑceyueth heuen d hell comõly The i war 
de diſpoſycion of man is ſhe wyd by his out warde 
conucrſacion there is no ioye in this woꝛlde to the 


ioye ofaclenc conlcience. And cotrariVple there is 


no trouble oz inqͥetacion in compariſon of the trow 
ble ofthe mynde diſcõtent of euyll conſcience / As 5 
Iron put in the kyze is clenſed from the ruſt # made 
clere a ſhynige / ſo the obedyent ſoule made hotte in 
the fire ot tribulacion is pourged krom ruſt ot ſyn 
ne d made clere ĩ conſcience and made ardẽt in the lo 
ue of god / and ſo he ts chaunged into a ewe man 
Whan a ſoule begynneth to be remyſſe in vertuous 
Jmitattocrilti, ' Et 


Harte, 
fabour/tha it fercth a lytell labour # receyueth glad 
ly the out warde coſolacton. But Whã it begp 
pfitly to ouercome it {elfe:# to walke mightily in 
wapeof god than it extemeth the labours / oꝛ tro 
bles but light: whiche befoze were greuouſe / and 
tmpoztable. 
C Thc.v.chapter of the pꝛopꝛe colideracion ot man. 

Here ſhulde no vertuous ꝑſons haue great 

confidence in they ſelfe foz many tymes by 
the meane ot᷑ out pꝛeſũpcion oꝛ temptacion we lacke 
bothe grace and wyſdome of true iugement þ ſpi⸗ 
tituall iyght that we haue is but lytel / z yet we leſe 
it ſoone by our necligẽce. And dyuers tymes we be 
ſo fatre ouerſene:that we wyll not oꝛ can nat ꝑcey⸗ 
ue out pꝛopꝛe blyndnes.dyuerſe tymes we be cupll 
in our dedis + in defence oꝛ exculaciõ ot them we be 
wozſe. There be dyuers that eſtymate / and thynke 
theyꝛ dedes be done okzele / and charite the whiche 
they do by ĩimoderate paſſyon and carnalyte we be 
redy to repꝛeue ſmalle offences in our neyghboure 
ct to excuſe out pꝛopꝛe great offences:Weberedp to 
note the iniurics that be done to vs: but We colpder 
nat what other ſuffrethof vs. It we Wolde colider 
well our ꝓpꝛe offences we ſhuld moꝛe pacientiy ſuf 
fre a iuge the defautes ofother. The vᷣtuous perſon 
tõſiderynge howe he ſhall gpucaccompte ol his pꝛo 
pꝛe offences:colidereth but litell the offfces of other 
fo: whome he ſhall nat an were. Thou ſhalte neuer 
be inly deuout Wout thou kepe ſylẽce of other men⸗ 
nes warkes + Woꝛdes / a dylygẽtly beholde thyne 


Aa, 


C The leconde. 

one. It thou gyue thyne attendaunce to god to 
thy ſelte onlp:the out warde conuerſacyon of other 
ſhall the leſſe moue the / where art thou whan thou 
arte nat pꝛeſent to thy ſelfe. It thou conſider al other 
thynges thy ſelte nat cõſidered what ſhall it auayle 
the? Thou ſhalt pfpt ſpetially i goſtly lyuige it thou 
pꝛeſerue thy ſelle fro tumultuous wozdlp occupaciõ 
# that religious ſoule map nat — goſtly 
that moche applyeth it ſelte to ſeculer occupacyons 
Let nothynge be lo derelp accept to the as thy loꝛde 
god o2 thyn ge oꝛdꝛed to hym:and eſtymate all delet 
tacion oꝛ pleſure ot any creature nat oꝛdꝛed to hym 
butvapne/a ſoule þ ꝑfitly loueth god /⁊ reputeth all 
thige vnder god a his leyntis but \male ot pꝛice god 
ok his incõpꝛehẽſible goodnes repleniſſheth ð woꝛl⸗ 
de i is the perkite ſolace ofſoule i gladnes of herte. 
¶ The. vi. chapter ot᷑ the gladnes ofa good cõſciẽce. 
C He conſolacion ofa good ſoule is in cõſyde⸗ 

racion of a good a clere cõſcience. Laboure 
euer to haue a good conſcience / and than thou ſhalt 
be contynuallye in gladnes:⁊ myghty to bert pacy⸗ 
ently aduerſitees,F02 a good cõſcience is euer glad 
amõge aduerſitees / cõtrarywyſe an cupll cõſcien 
te is euer ferefull / impatyent / and inquyete. Thou 
mayſte reſt ſurely it thy herte beingerigyte repꝛeuc 
the nat. Be no tyme glad but wan thou doeſt well 
The eupll people haue neuer true oz perfpte reſt:ne 
perceyueth nat the inlye peas of mpnde:fo2 as oure 
loꝛde — — dale ete Tn — os 
peace to people:and pft p 

Imitatio criſti. E. ii. 


— 


| 
| 
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ſure nedoutenataduerſpyte haupngeſo great con⸗ 
fpdece in theyz ſelfe that thepthpnke nothynge may 
remoue them krome they: eſtate. Baue no confpden 
cc in ſuche maner of people:foz Withoute they be re⸗ 
tourned from theyz iniquite thou thalt ſep wꝛathe 
of god fall vpo them / and thep; ſubtylyte / and falſe 
Way ſhalbe made vapne:and theyꝛ thoughtis ſhall 
periſſhe / and they allo. It is nat greuous fo2 a per⸗ 
kyte louer ot god to top in tribulacion:toꝛ that is no 
ne other but to ioy in the croſle of Jelu cryſte. The 
honour oꝛ tope that is gyuen to man ot man is but 
of male quantite:⁊ there foloweth that ioye fo; the 
mooſte parte heuynelle. The ioye of good people is 
in the conſcience oł them / and nat in the vayne com 
mendacion oł men / and the gladnes of theym is ol 
god and in hym x theyꝛ ioye in vertu x ot good lyfe 
Tho that delyꝛe the true a eternal ioye koꝛceth lytel 
of tempozall kelieite. That perlone hath tranquilite 
| reſt of herte that nother deſyꝛeth woꝛdly commen 
vacton ne fozeeth nat ot tempoꝛall commendacyon / 
thou arte nat moꝛe holye if thou be commended noz 
lelle vertuous if thou be dilpꝛayſed: a whi ſoeuer j 
be commended oꝛ diſpꝛayſed / thou arte as thou art 
ct as out loꝛde Pp ſercher of ſecrete myndes knoweth 
p ſo thou arte ᷣtuous oꝛ vicious x if Þ cõſider well 
What thou arte Withifozththou ſhalt litel foꝛce of þ 
out warde lãgage of p people / man beholdeth p out 
warde ꝑte of the / but god beholdeth p hert / man cõ 
ſidcreth thewarkes but god the entẽt ol euery dede 
It is a good ſygne ot a metze ſoule:that euer dothe 


|  CThelcconde 
ſt yet extemeth it ſelfeto do but litel oꝛ nought.that 
foule that inquiteth nat noꝛ deſpzeth nat out warde 
teſtymony foz it ſelfe:it is a ſigne that it hath comit 
it ſelfe holy to god/the pꝛobaciõ ofa vertuous ſoule 
ſtãdeth nat in the cõmendacton of their ſelke but of 
god. The ſtate ot the inly vertuous man is pꝛyncy⸗ 
pally to oꝛder his mynde to god by obedience #10- 
ue a be at liberte from all out warde ioꝛdinate affcc 
cions and deſyzes. 
¶ The. vii.chapt of loue of Jeſu aboue althiges. 
'B Lelled is that ſoule that perfitly knowynge 
Jeſu criſt loueth hym aboue all thynge / and 
fo: his loue contẽpneth it ſelfe / as it is littynge that 
a kynge be moſt pꝛincypall in his owne reame So 
it is accoꝛdinge that Jeſu be oꝛdꝛed as a pꝛincypall ĩ 
the ſoule of man Þ which is his realme as he layith 
hym ſelke in the goſpell of Luke. The kyngedom of 
god is within you:that is to ſaye in the ſo ſole of a 
fepthfullioucr of Jeſu. The loue of a creature ys 
vayne and vnſtable / but the loue of ieſu is feythtull 
and perſeueraunt. That ꝑſone that wyll reſt / oꝛ be 
ſuppoꝛted ot a dyſceyuable oz roton ſtaffe muite of 
neceſſite fall ther with / ⁊ cõtrary wyſe be a loule ne 
uer ſo feble / oꝛ frayle/if it wyll reſt oꝛ applye it ſelfe 
With all ſpirituall ſtrengthe therofto Jelu cryſte it 
ſhalbe ꝑtitly ſtabliſſhed made ſtrõge in hym / loue 
hym # kepe hym bekoꝛe all other. Foꝛ if all other fre= 
des foꝛſake the / he Wyll nat leue the ne ſt;ffre the fp 
nally to periſſhe. And tou muſt ſometyme ok necc>l- 
ſpte be de partid from all thy frendes of this wozlde 
Imitatio criſti. E. ili. 
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But indeuour thy felfe to kepe this great frende Je 
ſu ⁊ thou ſhalt nat be ſeperated frome hym neyther 
lyuynge noꝛ dyinge a thou ſhalt fynde hym ſo keyth 
full to the that wha all other kayle of locour ⁊ helpe 
to warde the he ſhall neuer fayle. And ik thou wylte 
auoyde all iozdinateloue of creatures ieſu vil glad 
ly ihabite oꝛ abpde With p. what ſo euer thou do to 
man oꝛ receyue ot hym nat oꝛdzed to teſus is as vay 
ne a loſte. Be nat adherent ne put nat thy coftdence 
iu that thynge that is as an holo we ſtocke oz a rede 
hauynge no ſubſtaunce to ſuſteyne the:euerv man 
lyuynge in a moꝛtall body ſayth our loꝛde is reſem⸗ 
bled to hay. And all his bodelp pleaſure ſhall ſone fa 
de t fall as doth the flourcs i the medowe / It thou 
attende# gyue hede to out warde apparaũce of ma 
thou ſhalt ſone be — thou wylt bulily ſe 
che ſolace ⁊ lucre / thou ſhalt fynde many tymes dil 
pleaſure ⁊ dettyment. It thou ſeke thy loꝛde ieſu in 
cuery thpng thou ſhalt truly fynde hym. And ĩ lyke 
Vople if thou ſeke thy ſelle / thou ſhalt fpnde thyſelfe 
but to thy diſtruccyon. Foz he that laboꝛeth to haue 
all other thynges ieſu cõtẽpne is moꝛe ennemve to 
hiſclfe tha all his aduerſaries ouer all p Woꝛlde mat 
¶ The. biit.chaptre of the famylyer amyte (be. 

and loue of Jeſu criſte. | 
Hat ſoule that hath the gracious preſence 
wol Jelus hath all thige that is good with⸗ 
out any difficultes ꝓne #redp to cuerp Sᷣ⸗ 
tuous operaciõ # Where ielus is nat pꝛeſent by his 
grace / there is tuery dede ol vᷣtue i maner peynkull 
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{There is no perkite inly and gooſtely conſolacyon / 
but Whan ielu ſpeketh in the teligius ſoule / dyd nat 
mary Ma wdeleyne aryſc ſone whan Martha had 
ſhe wed hir that hir mayſter cryſte ieſu was nyghe 
and clepid hir. That may be called an happye hourc 
Whan cryſte calleth a ſoule trom lamentacyon/and 
wepynge ⁊ ſpecially of mynde. O thou ſoule howe 
harde # vndeuoute arte thou wha ieſu is nat with 
the by aſliſtence ol his grace. It is nat moꝛe doma⸗ 
ge to leſe his grace / than all the worde what map 
the Woꝛlde auaple the without the grace of the ma⸗ 
ker therot᷑: It is in maner a peyne ok hell to be ſepe⸗ 
rate tro ieſu / it is a pleſaunt paradyſe to be vnpte 
and knitte with hym by grace. And there ſhall none 
aduerſite ne other enemye ouercome the / as longe 
as Jelu is With the / and that ſoule that ſeketh hym 
and kyndeth hym hath tounde the treſour ok all tre⸗ 
ſoures:and it thou leſe hym thou haſte moꝛe doma⸗ 
ge:than thoughe thou ſhuldeſt leſe all the woꝛlde / 
That perlone map be called mooſt pooꝛe that hathe 
nat ielſus / and he is mooſte ryche that hath hym bp 
grace /it is great wildome and cunnyngc to be con 
uerſaunt With ieſus to kepe hym With the. Labour 
to haue ꝑtite mekenes and to be quiet / deuoute / ⁊ 
teſuſhallabpde with the. Il thou apply thy deſyꝛes 
{nozdinatlp to out warde thynges / thou reiectis Þ 
in warde 2 of teſus/and than thou ſhalt be full 
deſolateof true amite and frenſhyp/fo2 withoute 
his grace # goſtely confoꝛte / thou ſhalte neuer haue 
ptytly goſtely gladnes in hym akoꝛe all other / And 
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alſo we ſhulde rather wyll to haue all the woꝛlde cõ 
trary to vs:than to offende hym Amõge all thy de⸗ 
re ⁊᷑ ſpeclall frendes choſe ieſu as molt dere fepthful 
& ſpeciall whom thou ſhuldeſt loue foꝛ hym lelfc/# 
all other inoꝛdꝛe to hym. Foꝛ ther is none other but 
he that hath all degrees ol goodes # amyte but he a 
lone # therfoze in hym ſt foꝛ hym loue both thy kren⸗ 
des Xallathyn — — pꝛaye foꝛthem that they 
map knowe god a ꝑłitly loue hym. Neuer coueit to 
be comended#loued ſingulerly. Foz that ot ryghte 
belongeth to our loꝛde to whom none may betom⸗ 
pared. Mixe neuer thy loue with any inoꝛdinat lo⸗ 
ue of creatures it thou wilt knowe howe ſwete Je 
ſus is. But none ma taſte ot his ſWwetnes without 
he be pucnte with grace: ſpectally called of our loz 
de all other callynges ſette aparte:ſop thou ſiguler 
ly abyde with hym alone. whã p grace of out loꝛde 
cometh to a ſoule / than it is made ſtronge to euerye 
thynge that tue reqreth / a whã grace depteth fro 
the ſoule it is faynt t fraple vnapte to do oꝛto fuffre 
that ᷣtue cõmaũdith:but it be with great difficulte 
& peyne:but yet leue nat thoſe dedes of tu # diſpay 
re nat:but cõtoꝛme thy Wyll to the pleaſure of Jeſu 
criſte.Fo2atter wyntex koloweth ſomer / alter the 
night the day:after the tempeſt the kapꝛe wether. 
¶ The.ix. C haptre oł the deſolacyon ot woꝛdly con 
ſolacyon. | | 
122 is no — to contempne the cõſo 

lacyon oł man wohan that the ſoule is pꝛeuent 
with heuenly comfozte:but ſothely that ſoule is full 
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harde beſted that is delolate ol cofoztebothe of god 
and man / and yet if it can pacientlye ſuffre this fox 
the loue ofoure loꝛde it deſerueth to be confoꝛted of 
hym / what great myſtery is it to be mery / and de⸗ 
uoute.wha thou percepueſt the grace ot god in thy 
loule redye to helpe the. That ſoule rydeth full plea⸗ 
ſauntlye whome the grace ot our loꝛde ſuppoꝛteth / 
and bereth vppe. what maruayle is it ik that ſoule 
be nat ouercharged with trybulacyon that is ſup⸗ 
pozted ofhym that is omnypotente / and is conuey⸗ 
ed by his inkynyte wpſdome we be gladde to haue 
conſolacion and ſuppoꝛtacion in all our lyfe and la⸗ 
bours and ſoꝛy to be without them oꝛ to foꝛſake out 
o wne pꝛopꝛe appetyte / and pleaſure. The holy mar- 
ty: ſeynt Laurens Was ſo keruẽt in the loue oł our 
loꝛde that he gladly foꝛſoke nat alonly the Woꝛlde 
his ſpeciall beloued trende and pꝛeſte Sixtus / but 
alſo his moꝛtall lyfe by paſſion mooſt terryble and 
fcrefull he ouercame the loue oł man by the loue of 
his maker d he made cõmutacion of tranletoꝛy con 
ſolacion a lyfe fo: euerlaſtige ⁊ ſolacious lyfe / Here 
we may lerne toconferme our Wyll top Wyll & ple 
ſure ot god whan he ol his grace taketh to his mer⸗ 
cy any of out frendes be they neuer ſo dere ⁊ ſpecy⸗ 
all to vs. Foꝛ lyke as we come to the woꝛlde by his 
Wyll # cõmaũdemẽt ſo We muſt deꝑte fro this moꝛ⸗ 
tall lyfe tẽpoꝛall cohabitaciõ. It is no lytel ne ſhoꝛ 
te batayle a man to ouercome himlelte and to oꝛdꝛe 
all his affeccions to the pleaſure of god. The veray 
true louer of god / i ſtudyꝰ delyze ol tu is nat beſy 
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to atquyꝛe Wozdlpconlolacton oꝛ ſenſuall pleaſurs 
ne bodelpe delectacyon:but rather glad fozthe loue 
of god to exercyſe thep2(elfe in harde and papnfull 
labours Vhan the ſptrituall# deuyne conlolatiõ is 
gratitedtop foꝛa tyme repute that of his goodnes 
t nat ofthp deſerupnge:benat therof ioyfull to mo 
che ne pſume therof vaynly but be therof meke and 
circũſpecte #timcrous iall thy actis / foꝛ that houre 
ſhall paſle # tẽptacion a tribulacion ſhall come. And 
han they come take nat imoderate thought oꝛ ſo⸗ 
row ne ino wyſe diſpeyꝛe nat / but mckelp d paciẽt 
ly abyde the deuyne cololacio:fozhe ys ot power to 
graunt to the moze abũdaũce i cõtynuaunce of ſpp 
rituall cõſolacion a ſwetnes than thou hadeſt heto⸗ 
re. And marueyle nat ot᷑ ſuche altercacion ĩ thy myn 
de fo2 thou arte nat the firſt that hath had expetiens 
of thele / koꝛ the holy lepntes ꝓphetes / patriarkes dc 
appoſtels haue had lyke altercacions ofmpnde ſom 
tyme mery by dpupne conſolacions ⁊ ſomtyme p26 
ued by withdꝛawynge of cõſolacion ᷑ belapped w 
trihulacion # vexacion. The pphete Daupd(hauig 
p cõſolacious pꝛeſence of the deuyne grace) ſayde he 
ſhulde neuer be remoued therkro without ende @ a⸗ 
none whan he had experiẽce ory abſeceof this gra⸗ 
te he layde to our loꝛde thou halt withdꝛawẽ thy de 
lectable chere ot᷑ thy pꝛeſence # Jam made deſolate / 
d troubled betwene thoſe.if,extremites of toy q try 
bulaciõ take we no deffce but rather pzap We with 
Dauid ſapige J ſhall nat ceſſe to crye to 8 koꝛ merci 
J ſhall mekely pꝛay to þ my loꝛde god: io ſynallye 
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he ꝓcutid ß frute a eſtecte ot his pꝛayer as he teſtily 
eth ſaying out loꝛde hath harde me#hath mercy of 
me / is made mp helper x after ſayth / good loꝛde 5 
haſt turned my ſoꝛo we ito ioy # ᷣ haſt belapped me 
W top. At almyghty god hath ĩ this wyſe delt with 
p great excellent ſeyntis we that be of ſmale reputa 
cio may take therot᷑ cõtid ence of in god:though we 
haue ſomtyme feruourof ſpirit ſomtyme lackeof 
deuocion a ſpiricuall cõſolacion / foꝛ his ſpirite ot ho 
ly conſolacion cometh x deꝑtith at his pleaſure asþ 
holy man Job ſayth. Chou graciuſly vyſpteſt him 
in the moꝛo wtyde: and ſhoꝛtly atter warde thou ꝓ⸗ 
uydeſt hym bp mater ol paciẽce. nd thertoꝛe wher 
in ſhall I truſte oꝛ in whom ſhall J haue cofidence 
but in the great mercy of god / ĩ hope of the heuenly 
helpe. It Imyghte haue the aſſyſtence of good de⸗ 
uoute men / tije helpe ot holy bokes / and the royall # 
noble pꝛoſeſſe of ſcripture / alſo incyted to deuocion 
by d meane of ſwete melodyous ſoge / all thoſe thi⸗ 
ges may lytell auayle / whan J am lefte to my trail 
tex pouerte Without grace / than there is no better 
remedy but bp pactence to remouc our owne wyll 
t conferme vs to the wyll of god. Johñ Gerſon the 
auctour of this treatyſe ſapth:heneuerhad know⸗ 
lege ol religious perſon but he had at ſomtyme ſub⸗ 
traccion a demynucion of goſtly ſwetnes:feruour 
t deuooion. There was neuer religious ſoule ſo il⸗ 
lumined oꝛ ſo rauiſſhed in vilio oł our loꝛde but it 
Was pued by tẽptaciõ other afoze oz att warde. Foꝛ 
ther be none woꝛthy to haue p hye deuyn 2tiplacis 
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but if theybe erercpſed firſt with ſome ttibulacton 
fo: the loue of god / it is pꝛouyded by the great wyl 
domeok god to the electe ſoules to haue temptaciõs 
as a ſigne oꝛ token of cõſolacion to come. oꝛ to tho 
ſethat be pzoupded pacyently by trtbulactons be ꝓ 
myled ol out loꝛde heuẽly re warde i cõſolacion as 
it appereth by the ſẽtence of the holy goſt ſhe wed by 
mouthe ok the holy euangelyſte John ſepige who 
ouer ouercometh tribulaciõ by pacitce vyce x (pie 
by rcliſteceſhalbe fedde w the krute of Þ tree ot lyle 
p is with the clere deuyne viſion a vnſpekable frut- 
cion oł 2 bleſſyd godhede / allo the deuyne 2ſolacio 
E —— vnto man foꝛ to make hym moꝛe ſtroge 
to luffte aduerlite. And anon tolo with tẽptaciõ leit 
p ma take any elacion of © goſtly aſolacion. The de 
uyl ſlepith nat ne yp tlellhly apetitis be nat yet moztt 
tied / thertoꝛe pare thy ſelte to batell foz thou haſt 
enemies on euery ſydehe p neuer ſelith toallaple p. 
¶ The. x.chaptre of yeldige thankes to god foꝛ his 
Hy lecheſte thou reſte Whan ( graces. 
w thou arte oꝛdeyned in this lyke to laboure 
Apply thy ſelte moze to pacience than to cõ⸗ 
ſolacion / oz pleaſure/ to the croſſe ot penaũce rather 
than to tempoꝛall ioye /and pleaſure. There is none 
ſo ſeculet 02 Woꝛdly:but it they myght haue cont y⸗ 
nuaunce of (pirituall cõſolacion they wolde gladlp 
accepte it. Foꝛ the ſpyꝛytuall Joyes excede all other 
woꝛdly coſolactons x bodely pleaſures. All Woꝛdly 
& bodely pleſurs be trãſetoʒy ⁊ mitte With ſomdele 
of vnclenes. But the ſpirituall plelurs a deſyzes be 
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pure honeſt x ioytull ꝓcedynge of vertues & graũ⸗ 
ted of out loꝛde alonlye to pute and clene myndes. 
But thts tranquylyte of goſtely cõſolacions is ma⸗ 
nytymes ouertlowẽ by the outragious tẽpeſtis of 
tẽptacion. The kalſe lyberte of lyuynge # great con⸗ 
fidence in our owe ſelte be two thynges moche co 
traty to heuẽly viſitacton #confotacion:Our lowe 
ſhe with his goodnes to man grauntynge to hym p 
grace ot goſtely conſolacion. But man ſheweth his 
vnwyſe neclygence / whaͤ he withdꝛaweth cõdigne 
thanke ne iputeth nat this grace only to oute loꝛde 
and therfoꝛe we be nat woꝛthy to haue his mercy= 
full grace to abyde with vs. Grace is euer gratited 
to the metze ſoules that euer he redy to yelde thikes 
to god fo: his mercyfull benetaytes / cõtrariwyſe 
grace is withdꝛa wen fro the vnkynde t the elate ꝑ 
lone. I deſyꝛe nat to haue that conlolacion / by the 
which the compunccton of hert may be mynyſſhed / 
02 remoued / ne that deſyꝛe oꝛ loue that W dꝛa with co 
templacton # intiteth my frayle ſoule to elacyon /e 
uery excellency is nat holy:ne euery deſyꝛe pure / ne 
euery ſWetnes good and holſome. Ther be dyuers 
thynges full dere to man / that be nat accepte to god 
We ſhuld accepte gladly the grace wherby we map 
be made humble / and tpmerous to God / and moꝛe 
pꝛompte to foꝛſake our pꝛopꝛe appetytes / wylles 
That ſoule that is perfptelpe enfourmed with the 
te warde ot grace lernyd with pᷣ rod of ſubtracci⸗ 
on of grace hath none audacite to aſcribe any vertu 
oꝛ grace to it ſelle:but rather it reputeth / a cofeſſeth 
Imitatio criſti. 7. i. 


Parte. 
it ſelfe poꝛe and naked / yelde thou to god that is his 
ct to thy ſelfe that is thyne:that is to ſap thanke our 
loꝛde foꝛ his graces # thy (clfe fo2 thy ſynne / fo: the 
which iuge thy ſelfe woꝛthy fo: to haue peyne #ſub 
traccion of grace. There may no loule attayne this 
hyghe degree ot grace 02 perteccion ne ſtande thetin 
without it grounde it ſelfe in humylyte a obedpece 
Tho that be mooſt pꝛecious à highe in the ltghte of 
god be mooſt vyle lowe in theyꝛ ꝓpꝛe conſideraci⸗ 
on / & the moꝛe pꝛecious that they be in grace the mo⸗ 
re meke they be / full of trouthe of heuenly gloꝛy nat 
auidious of woꝛdlyvanite. Tho that be roted a per 
fitly fired in the dꝛede #loue ol god: maye nat in no 
wyle be obſtynate oꝛ pꝛowde. And tho p aſcribe all 
the goodes that they receyue to almighty god they 
be nat deſyꝛous of the vayne comendacponof man 
but they rather deſpze the gloꝛy # cõmẽdaciõ which 
is ot god alone:and they labour that god be honou 
red à loued of all his layntes:⁊ they refcrre all theyʒ 
labours to the ſame ende. Be thou kynde ĩ yeldyng 
thankis to god fo: the ſmale bencfaptts that therby 
thou mayſt deſerue moꝛe great and p2ofitable gra⸗ 
ces. Regute pᷣ leſt gpftes of god great and the natu⸗ 
rall dyffoꝛmytees and ſpecyall tokyns of loue / foꝛ 
they be medecyng qt meanes to meke our ſelke. Jt 
we wolde conlider perfitly the honour and dignite 
of the loꝛde that gratitcthvs thole gyktes We ſhulde 
erteme no gykte lytle ne vyle. Howe map we Juge 
that thynge lytell in acceptacton that is gyuen of þ 
great kynge maker # goucrner of the Woꝛlde with 
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out whoſe wyll a puidence there falleth nolefe fro 
the tre. And therkoꝛe he gpueth to dyuers ofhts elec 
te people peynes tribulaciõs bodclp ⁊ goſtly as me 
nes ot euetlaſtynge ꝓmocion. who ſo euer delye to 
retayne the grace of god let hym be dyligent in pcl- 
dynge thankes fo: the graces that he hath receyuid 
And euer apply thy ſelfe to wyſdome a mekenes leſt 
—— leſe the grace that thou haſte recepued Ik it 
oztune by tẽptaciõ oꝛ fraylte to be withdꝛawen fro 
the / ſay inly in thy ſoule that thou haſt deſerued the 
ſubtraccton therot:⁊ pacientlv t humbly pꝛay foꝛ Þ 
recouerynge therof:thou mayſt nat by thy ꝓpꝛe me 
rytes be reſtoꝛed to the mercy # grace loſt by ſynne 
but by the meane of faderlyppte and mooſt mercy⸗ 
kull paſſion ot᷑ Jeſu cryſte. 
¶ The. xi.chaptre ot the ſmalle noumbꝛe ok the lo⸗ 
uers of the croſſe of Jeſu. 
Heſus the heuenlye kynge hath many loucrs 
of his heuenly kpngedome:but there be lewe 
that wyll take his croſſe and folow hym. There be 
many deſprers of his conſolacton:nat of his trybu 
lacion:he hath many redy to be parteners ot his ta⸗ 
ble a repaſte:but none ot his abſtinence# penaunce 
All men wolde be glad to haue tope with hym: but 
there be nat many that deſpze peyne/ # tribulacyon 
fo:his loue. Many foloweth hym to be parteners 
of the fraccyon of his bꝛede:but there be fewe that 
Wyll paciẽtly dzynke with hym of his chalice of try 
bulacion. And many maruclouſly com mende hym 
toꝛʒ his great mpzacles;but many of theym be lothe 
Imitatio criſti. F. li. 


Parte, * 
to folowe the ſhame at vplete of his crolſe. There be 
many that folowe hpm in pꝛoſperite #loue & bleſſe 
hymas loge as they receyue ol hym pꝛoſperite and 
conſolacion. And ił he withdꝛa we hym lelfe fo2 a ſe 
ſon kro them by ſhewynge no tokyns of pleſure oz 
conſolacion they fall loone to lamentable complay⸗ 
nynge a deſperacion, Tho that loue that loꝛde nat 
fo: pſperite ne cõſolacion of mynde alonly but pꝛin 
cipally foꝛ hym ſelfe they bleſſe hym as hertely i tẽp 
tacion a tribulaciõ oz any other neceſlite as they do 
in they perkyte pꝛolperite. And if he ſhulde gyue to 
them cuer in this woꝛlde aduerlyte: yet they ſhulde 
euer loue and thantze hym. O ho we myghty is the 
pure loue ot᷑ Jeſu nat ꝑmixed with any inoꝛdinaũs 
of fauour 02 affeccion. Tho that ſeche ot god pꝛynci 
pally by pꝛayer oꝛ any other vertuous pleaſure bo⸗ 
dely oz goſtly may be called rather couetouſe mar⸗ 
chauntis / than liberall louers the reaſon hereof we 
may perceyue fo: tho ꝑſons applie theyꝛ ſeruyce/⁊ 
loue to our loꝛde fo: his benefaites # they ſerue a lo⸗ 
uep benefaites afoze god / they louep benekaytes 
ſt gyktes in that they be p2ofitable to theyꝛ ſelfe/⁊ ſo 
ſuiglp they may rightfully be called louers of theyꝛ 
ſelfe rather thã ol god. It is ful hard to fide any p(s: 
ſo ſpirituall » is ꝑłitly fre from all inoꝛdinate aſtec⸗ 
cions. That ꝑſone ſhulde nat be pfitable oꝛ delyꝛer 
only of thoſe p be nere hym: but of Þ farre crtremp= 
tes of þ woꝛlde. Ika pſon were lo ᷣtuoꝰ p he wold 
leue all the woꝛldes ſubſtaunce a do great penaũce / 
ct had all knoWlege:and were keruent in deuocyon 
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yet heſhulde nat atteyne the moſt ercellent# great 
pfecccion in lyuynge to the Whichche may nat apꝛo⸗ 
che without all other thynges foꝛſakẽ he vtterly re 
notice his o one lelfe 4 holy foꝛſake his ownc wyll 
@ lyuynge # beinge at liberte ⁊ fre from all pꝛyuate 
t ſeuerall affcccions a deſyꝛes a han thou haſt do 
ne uli chat thou kno weſt to be don exteme and tuge 
thy ſelte as thou hadeſt ot thy ſelte no thynge done 
ſt as the auctour ot truthe our ſaupour layth:whã 
ive haue done that is poſſyble to be done:pet We be 
ot our ſcife vnpꝛotitable ſerxuaũtes nat Woꝛthy to 
be re wardid but of his grace /than we beynge poꝛe 
t fraple in body a loule voyde of all meritoꝛious d 
tue may cõuenientiy ſap With the ꝓphete Dauid J 
am deſolate # poꝛe. There is none moe ryche none 
more fre ne at lyberte noꝛ moꝛe ot power thany ſou 
le that knoweth it lelfe:aæ Wyl be redy to foꝛfake nat 
all wozdlp thynges: but alſo it ſelfe a repute iuge 
it ſelke mooſt vyle of all other, 

CThe:.xtt.chaptrets of the ropall x victo2io? waye 
of the holy crolle, 

Herc be many that repute h woꝛdes of oure 
| ſaupour hardcand pepnecfull vohã he ſayth 
we may nat be his diſciples witheut we denye and 
renounce our o done Wyll and take the croſſe and fo 
lowe hym. But it ſhalbe moꝛe pcyntull and ſoz0W0- 
full withoute compariſon foꝛ to here the Woꝛdes of 
mouthe in the ertreme and laſt iugement / whan he 
ſhall pzonounce the woꝛdes of perpetuall dampna⸗ 
tyon ſa ymge to the tepꝛobate creatures:Go ye tro⸗ 
Jutattocriltt, F. lui. 


loue of our lozde. There is none other Wap to come 


me koꝛ euer to bei ꝑpetuall fpe that is oꝛdeyned fo 
the deuyl a his aũgels: Cho that now here the woꝛ 
de of god and be gladde to folowe it / thã they (hall 
nat be aſtonyed of theyꝛ ownepartye herynge the 
wWoꝛdes of dampnacion of the repꝛoued people wh 
our £ 02de ſhall come to deme all the woꝛlde the lyg 
ne ok the croſſe ſhalbe heuẽ and ſo thoſe that be true 
ſeruaſites of the loꝛde that was crucityed / ⁊ at that 
day hauynge his contſaunce oz ſigne that is to ſaye 
the croſle of penaunce. than may they haue full ſure 
accelle to hym theyꝛ maiſter a Juge / why kereſt ÿ to 
take the croſle ot ſhoꝛte penaunce wherby mayſte 
come ſuerly to the perpetuall topfull kyngdome / in 
PH tue ok the crolle is ſpũ all helthe a lyle pꝛoteccion 
from our enemye / infuſion of heufly ſwetnes /p 
ſtrẽgthe ol mynde ß top of the ſpirite / there is pfita 
ble ã excellenttu with ꝑfecciõ of holynes of lpuige 
There is no helthe of the loule ne hope of heuenly ly 
fe / but by the vertu ok the croſſe / and therkoꝛe take Þ 
croſſe ot penaunce a folowe Jeſu thy leder into cuet 
laſtyng blyſſe. He hath gone befo2e the berynge the 
croſſe/⁊ therupon foꝛ thy loue ſuſtred deth / than ta⸗ 
ke the croſle of tribulacion ſikenes o2 other diſeaſes 
« deſyꝛe toſuffre deth fo: his loue / it thou Wilt be af 


ſembled to hym in pacientlye ſufferynge peyne try- 


bulacion a deth / than thou ſhalt be ꝑtener ot his ple 
ſure cõſolacion ⁊ ꝑpetuall lyte # top. Than beholde 
what ʒůtue cometh by the holy croſſe / a what habũ⸗ 
daũce of grace by pᷣ ardẽt deſyꝛe to ſuffre deth foꝛ p 


- 
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to lyke and inly peas / but by the way ofthe croffe ol 
penaunce # cõtynuall moꝛtiticacion of ourrebellio? 
ſenſuall partis. Go Whether ſo euer thou wylt a en 
quyꝛe What loeuet thou deſyꝛeſt:but thou ſhalt ne⸗ 
uer auo we the vnder the kende a moꝛe excellent a ſu 
re way tha by Þ wap ofimitaciõ of the holy croſſe/ 
Diſpoſe thy ſelle a oꝛoet euery thynge alter thy pꝛo 
pꝛe Wyll x deſyꝛe / ⁊ thou ſhalt fynde thou muſt euer 
fuffre other trely a by thy wWyl oꝛviolẽtly # agaynſt 
thy Wyll a ſo thou ſhalt nat auoyde p croſſe outher 
ſikenes #pepne in thy body / oꝛellis by tribulacyon 
in thy ſoule. Sõtyme our loꝛde deleth with p as he 
wolde fozſake the / and ſomtyme by his wildome 
he ſuffreth ỹ to be iniured a vexed of thy neyghboꝛ 
t ſomtyme of thyn o lone ſelte and there is no reme 
dye ne alienation but thou muſt pacientiy ſuffre tyl 
tt pleſe the great philicion to ſende alegians ⁊ reme⸗ 
dye to the. Foꝛ he wyll that thou lerne to ſuffre try⸗ 
bulacion that therby thou mayſt be made moze hij= 
ble a holy tonuerte thy ſelfe to hym. There be none 
that perceyueth oz inly oꝛ hertly folo weth p gloꝛyꝰ 
paſſion ofcriſt as tho that foꝛ his loue oꝛ the pfit of 
theyꝛ ſoules hath had cõkoꝛmable peyne. This cros 
of tribulaciõ is euer redy # abydeth the in eucry pla 
ce #therfoze thou maiſt nat auoyde it ĩ any place fo 
it thou Were ſecluded fro all Þ Woꝛlde / yet thou thul 
deſt haue experience of this croſle ot trybulacyon in 
thyſelte Cõuerte thy ſelfe to thole aboue p / oꝛellis to 
thoſe» ben vnder p / and about the and loke within 
che. And in all thole / thou ſhalte fpnde the crolle of 
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teiptact6 and tribulacton/and therefoze it is expe⸗ 
dyent to the euer to arme thy ſelfe with paciencc:yt 
thou wylt haue inly peas and the trowne of perpe⸗ 
tuall tryumphe and ioye. Endeuoure thy ſelfe to be⸗ 
te this crofſe of tribulacion pacyt̃tly/and it ſhallſu⸗ 
ſteyne the myghtylye and lede the to a ioyfull ende 
Where thou ſhalt ueuer bere the burden of any kyn⸗ 
de of tribulacyõ oꝛ tẽptaciõ. It thou bete this croſle 
agaynſt thy wyll / thã thou bereſt a burden þ moꝛe 
chargeth thy ſelte / a therfoze inas moche as þ muſt 
of neceſlite bere it / applye thy ſelte that thou paciẽt⸗ 
ly ſuſteyne it / and doute the nat tf thou abiecte it /a 
put it away:but thou ſhalt haue anorhcrz parauen 
ture a moꝛe heuy and — ſuſteyne thyntzeſt 
thou to auoyde vᷣ neuer moꝛtall creature yet might 
elcape. what ſapnt fro the begynnynge ol Þ wozlds 
to this day hath come to heuen without tyts croſte 
of tribulacion. Mo nat the ſonne ot god oure (aup= 
our:thc whichefromehis firſte comynge into this 
Woꝛlde:vnto his depaxtynge was nat the ſpace of 
one houre alycnate from the peyne ofthe croile and 
trybulacion. It was behouable that cryſt ihuldſuf 
fre deth and aryſe agapne/and fo to entre into his 
gloꝛye. Bow ſhuldeſt thou ſyntull creature thpuke 
that thou ſhuldelt go to heuen by any other Waye 
than by the playne / ryght and hygh kynges Wape 
that is to ſaye the Wap of the crolle. Delyzeſte thou 
to come to heuen by pleaſure and Joye. Nowe lcth 
the ledar of lyke With all his martyꝛs haue paſte bp 
the wap ol trybulacion and the crolle.Iwho ſo cuet 
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latende to come to heuen withoute the way oftrp= 
bulacion à the croſſe they erre from the ryght waye 
fo; all the way of this moꝛtall lyke is ful ot myleres 
tc croſſes of tribulacion. And euer the moꝛe a ſoule 
ꝓliteth inaᷣtue the moꝛe pepnfull croſſes a greuous 
trybulacions it ſhall fpnde ꝑtly foz the fende aſſay= 
leth moꝛe fterllp thoſe pſons whom he ſeeth encreſe 
moꝛe in vertue. The ſeconde cauſe is / foꝛ the moze 
ſtrongliy a ſoule encrealith in vertu the moꝛe deſp2e 
it hath tobe eleuate frome the incommodytees of 
this tempoꝛal exyle:and to be at lyberte in the perpe⸗ 
tuall top # pꝛopꝛe coũttey. But the ſoule thus bered 
with manyfolde affeccion may ſyngulerlye be recõ 
koꝛtyd whan it perceyueth that euery trybulacyon 
pacyently and by grace duercome it ſhalbe rewar⸗ 
ded with the krute of euerlaſtynge lyke. And euer p 
body is punyſſhed with peyne and tribulacyon:the 
moꝛe ſhal the ſoule receyue ot᷑ ſpirituall ſtrengthe ⁊ 
conſolacion. And ſomtyme the loule is ſo reconfoꝛ⸗ 
ted in aduerſite and tribulaciõ that it wolde nat be 
without them conſiderynge that therby it is made 
cofo:table to our ſauyoure Cryſte. And alſo it con⸗ 
ſydereth Well that the moze peyne and tribulacyon 
it may fuffre foꝛ his loue / moꝛe acceptable it ſhal⸗ 
be in his ſight, Howe may this be that man by pact. 
enceſuffercth and deſyꝛeth that nature fleeth / and 
hateth nat by no vertue in man but by the ſynguler 
grace of Jelu cryſte. It is nat the naturall appetite 
of man to loue / and ſuffre apepnefull croſle to cha⸗ 
fiple the hodye / and lubdue it to the ſeruyce of the 


ſpiritcto fte honours/#gladlp accepte repꝛtues # | 
turics:to diſpyſe hymſelte:and deſp2e to be diſpyſcd 
pacientiy to ſuffre all aducrſitces with ſhames a re 
pꝛeues / to deſyʒe no pꝛoſperite in this Wozlde. Be 
holde thy ſelfe well / a thou ſhalt well perceyue that 
ik thou haue thoſe rhpnges afozeſapde thou haſt nat 
them of thy ſelfe:but tf thou wilte applye thy ſelfe # 
haue cofidence in godthe ſhall lende the fro heuen ỹ 
thou ſhalt haue theſe Stues# alſo thy ſenſuall ptys 
Wthe woꝛlde ſhall be made ſubiectes to pᷣ /a it thou 
wylt arme thy ſelfe with p quycke feith a the croſle 
of ieſu cryſt:thou ſhalt nat nede to fere the enuyous 
lubtylte of the feende / thů pparc thy ſelle as a keyth 
full ſeruaunt of teſu criſte to bere his croſſe conſtãt 
ly / cõlideringe how he thy loꝛde dyd bere it foz the 
peyntully ⁊ mercitully:oꝛder thy ſelteto ſuffre mant 
aduerſitces / ĩiiuries # W20ges i this milerable like: 
t ſo thou ſhalt haue hym with where lo euer thou 
be allo thou ſhalt fpnde hym Where lo euer thou hp 
de p. Than it᷑ thou deſpze to be dere i a frende to thy 
redemer a haue ꝑte of his cõlolacion / deſire aſtectu 
ally to dzikeW hym ok his chalys of trybulacion de 
ſire no cololacton ne ꝓſperite but at the Wyll of god 
# Oꝛder thy ſelle to ſuttte tribulactõs / repute them 
as the mooſt ſpeciall conſolacyons / toꝛ they be p re 
dy meanes to come to the heuenly #perpetuall cofo 
lacions / whã thou comeſt to that degre of pacpfce 
that tribulacton is ſWete a pleſaunt to the koꝛ the lo 
uc ot God / than erteme thy lclfe in good ſtate / and 
that thou haſt foũde paradyſe in erth / And as loge 
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as it is greuouſe to the to ſuffre ⁊ enfoꝛceth thy ſclfe 
to fle tribulacion:ſo longe thou art nat in the ꝑłyte 
{tate ot paciẽce:and whereſoeuer ÿᷣ tleeſt thou ſhalt 
fpndetrybulacion nere Þ foloweth p. It thou oꝛdit 
thy ſelfe euer to ſuffer paciẽtly a to haue remẽbꝛãce 
ot chy dethe / than thou ſhalt ꝑceyue thy ſelſe i good 
ſtate #alſo in qͥetnes ⁊ reſte. It thou Were ſo ꝑłite pᷣ 
thou were rauyſſhed ſpiritually with Paule into p 
thyꝛde heuen:thou ſhuldeſt nat beſure therebye to 
be without aduerlite.Foꝛ our ſauvout ſpekynge of 
Paule ſaythe: I ſhall ſgewe hym howe many thyn 
ges he ſhall ſuftte foꝛ my name. Than it thou wylte 
ſerue and loue thy loꝛde ꝑpetually thou muſt nowe 
ſuſtre a ſap many tpmes to thy ſelle:wolde to God 
I were able toſuffre fo: the name ot my ſwete loꝛde 
dene er thereby thou ſhuldeſte gyue occaſpon of 

pectall edificacion ofthpnepghboure great gloꝛye 
to thy ſelfeand exaltacion of gladnes to the holy aũ 
gels. All people in maner recommende pactence:but 
there be kewe that wyll vſe it. Thou Þ takeſt great 
labouts on the and ſuffereſt moche foꝛ the loue of þ 
won / and woꝛdly thynges by great reaſon thou 
ſhuldeſt be gladde to ſuffre a lytle fo: the louc of the 
mooſt true louer criſte. And euer the moꝛe thou moꝛ 
tikye diſcretely thy lelle ß moꝛe thou hegynneſt to ly 
ue in the ſight of god. There is no plone apte to cõ⸗ 
pꝛehende heuenlp thiges without they ſubmit their 
ſelte to ſuffre aduerſpte fo: the loue of criſte. There 
is nothynge moze ꝓtitable foz thy ſelfe + acceptable 
to god thã to be pacient ⁊ glad to ſuffre fo the louc 


; * Harte. . ' 
ot hym. Ind ifpzofperite a aduerlite were put i thy 
cleccion thou ſhuldeſt rather chole aduerſyte / than 
delſyꝛe to be recreate With many cololacions:Fo2 by 
aduetſite thou arte made contoꝛmable vnto Cryſte 
t all his ſeyntes. Our meryte a ꝑkeccion of ſtate (ta 
deth nat in great pleſaunt i delectable coſolacyons 
but rather in greudule tẽptacions a tribulacions ac 
penalite ot lyle. It there had be any moze expedient 
meane to the helthe ol man / than to ſuffre pepne/# 
tribulacion our loꝛde criſt wolde haue ſhewyd it bp 
Woꝛdes ũ̃ exaũples. But he exoꝛted his diſciples /X 
all other that wolde folo we hym to heuen to take p 
croſſe as the mooſt medyate meant ta folo we hym 
ſayinge who that woll folo w me to heuẽ they muſt 
denye theyz o lone ſelfe foꝛſakĩge they ꝓpꝛe Wyll d 
take the croſſe ofpenaunce a folovo me. Akt all theſe 
thiges redde a perfitlpe ſerched it folo weth as a ky⸗ 
nall cocluſton that it is behouable to vs to entre ite 
the kyngdome of heuen by many tribulaclons. 


here begynneth the. ll. boze. 


¶ Che kfirſte chaptre conteyneth the in warde ſpe⸗ 
kynge ol our lozde Jelu criſte to mannis ſoule that 
he hath ſpecially choſen. | | 

O ſayth ſuche afepthfull ſoule J ſhall 
attẽde / ⁊ here what our loꝛde ſhall ſpe- 
ze i me / bleſſyd is þ ſoule whiche herith 
our loꝛde god ſpekei it / and that concey 
ucth ol his mouth a woꝛde of cololacio 


\ GIL IS np Wh e_ 


C The thyꝛde 
Blellyd be the eris v here the ſtyll ſpekynge:oꝛ row 
nynge of almyghty god / and pondereth nat the dyl 
cepttull callynge oꝛ pꝛyvue mouynge of the woꝛlde / 
bleſſyd bethe eres that reſt nat in the flaterynge / oz 
Woꝛdly voyce out warde flowynge. But rather he⸗ 
rynge trouth that ſpekith and enkometh mãnes ſou 
le inwardly. Bleſlyd be the eyen that be ſhytte to 
delectable ſyght or out warde oꝛ woꝛdly thynges a 
that gyue hede deuoutly to goſtly thynges. Bleſſyd 
be they that by grace and by the lyghte of ſouleper- 
ct yue the true inly entent ot ſcripture ⁊ that prepare 
them dayly by crercyſe of loule to concepue the cele⸗ 
ſttall pztuetees.Bleflpd be they that labour bulilye i 
loule to beholde a loue god alinyghty e his pleaſure 
i all thynges #fo2 that auopde trom them all woꝛd⸗ 
lye buſpnes 02 deſyꝛes that let fuch deuocio. O thou 
my loule attende gyue hede to the pꝛemylles and 
ſhyt thy lenſes 02 ſenſuall partes:that thou mayſte 
here goſtely what thy loꝛde ſpeketh in the in warde 
inſpiracion. The loꝛde ⁊ louer ſaithto the J am thy 
helth a peas #lpfe cuerlaltynge Jopne and knytte 


the lurely to me /a thou ſhalt tpnde reſt and peas oc 


conlcyence:and akter this cuerlaſtynge peas à lyle 
F ozlake the loue ot foule⁊ tranſetoꝛy ⁊ erthly thyn 
ges:à dilygently ſeke eucrlaſtpnge thynges. What 
be all tempoꝛal thynges but diſcevuable and what 
may any creature helpe the it thy loꝛde god that ma 
de the fozlake tht / wherkoꝛe refuſe thou all Woꝛdlye 
thpages# ioyne and cleue by cleue and ſtedfaſt loue 
aud ſeruyce to almighty god thy redemer that thou 
Imitatio criſtt. Gli. 


Harte; 
maiſt hcreafterattapne the eternall felfcite ĩ heut. 
¶ The ſeconde chaptre ho we treuthe ſpeketh in 

wardly to mannes ſoule without nople. 
mn ſoule after that it hath harde the 
[wetetnitpllauntſpekpnge ok his loꝛde god 
as a man tnflamed with loue deſyꝛeth moze longer 
ſpeche with our Loꝛde ſaptnge with the Pꝛophete 
Samuell thus / Speke good loꝛde fo2 thy ſeruaũt 
is redp to here the / J am thy ſeruaunt gyue me vn⸗ 


derſtandynge to kno we thy cõmaundemẽtes a ſap 


inges. Bow # make my hert a ſoule to fele ⁊ folow 
thy woꝛdes a inſtyll into my ſoule thy holy techige 
# woꝛdes as the dewe dꝛoppeth vpon the gralle J 
ſap nat as the chyldꝛen of Iſraell ſayd to Moyſes. 
Speke thou to vs ⁊ we ſhall here the gladly:let nat 
our loꝛde ſpeke to vs leſt we dye foꝛ dꝛede. So be it 
nat with me good loꝛde. But rather J belcche the 
humbly a deſirouſly wilh the pꝛophete Samucl p 
thou vouchelaue to ſpeke to me thy lelfe J ſhall he: 
re the. Let nother Moyſes ne none other ꝓphet but 
thou good loꝛde the in warde tnſptrour ok all ꝓphe⸗ 
tes ſpeke to me#i me Foꝛ thou only without them 
maiſt ꝑtitly teche me. They without thy goodnes 
can nat pꝛofyte me. They may well ꝓker # vtter tht 
Woꝛdes:but they can nat gyue the ſpirite of vnder⸗ 
ſtynge they pꝛoker kayꝛe woꝛdes:but if thou Woꝛtze 
nat with theym they make none ardoure in warde 
they ſhewe fayꝛe letters # wꝛytiges:but thou alone 
openeſt thep2 ſenſe:they pꝛoker great miſteries:but 
thou alone openeſt the clere vnderſtandige of them 


CThethpwe 
They ſhewe thy comaundementes to be kulkylled: 
but thou alone helpeſt bs by thy grace to perkourme 
them. They ſhe we vs the way that we ſhulde wal⸗ 
ke i:but thou alone doeſt cõfoꝛte vs to go theri they 
Woꝛke only without foꝛth:but thou only illumpnult 
Within foꝛth. They only water out wardlye / but þ 
gpuelt vs the frute of grace a good Woꝛtzes. They 
ctye a ſpeke to vs ĩout warde Woꝛdes / but thou gy 
ueſtvnderſtidinge ok p we here wherfoze J beſcke 
the that Þ map here the ſpeke to me / d nat moyſes 
leſt J dye a be vopde of the frute ol good lyuynge if 
J be only outwardly moniſſhid nat iflamid ĩwar 
dly that nat thy woꝛde be only herde / nat fulfpllid 
in dede / kno wyn / a nat loued / beleued a nat kepte / 
& ſo be to me dãpnaciõ /ſpeke thou good loꝛde to me 
d thy ſeruaunt ſhalbe redy to here the:foz thou haſt 
the woꝛdes of cternall lyfe ſhyt in the Speke to me 
7 beſeche the þ Wo2des of 2ſolacion#cofoztetomp 
oule #totheamendement of mp lyle to thy cucrla- 
itpngeclaude# pꝛaylſinge in heuen. 
¶ The.iii.chaptre ho we the woꝛdes of god ſhulde 
be wekelpherde/#howe many ponder them nat in 
thep: conſcience. 
O Urlo2deſpcketh to his deuoute ſeruaunt lap 
inge thus / My ſone gyue hede to my woꝛ⸗ 
des they be full ſWete pᷣcellige all wildom ſt ctinige 
ofphiloſophers # wple men of this woꝛlde. my woꝛ 
des be ſpuͤall x goſtly lyfe / nat paiſible in mannis 
mynde / they be nat to be applyed ne dꝛawed as vai 
ne complacens / but to be harde ſtedlaſtly in ſylence 
Imitatio criſtt, G. li. 


Patte. 
and peas ot ſoule and to be taken with all humtlyte 
d deſyꝛe of the loule. The deubute ſeruaunt ot god 
anſ wereth his loꝛde god thus ſayinge to hym Blel 
ſyd is that man that thou doeſt enfourme and teche 
good loꝛde to vnderſtande thy la wes ã cõmaunde⸗ 
mentts:p thon mayſt ſo ſpare hym in the day of thy 
math fro thy indignaciou that he be nat loſt with 
ouc:cotb:te inthe lande of dampnacion. Oure loꝛde 
layth agayne. I haue taughte ꝓphetes with other 
fro the begynnynge of the woꝛlde hytherto:ã yet J 
ceſſe nat to entoꝛmemen but manp there be that be 
harde ⁊ dele to here my woꝛdes. Many here moꝛe 
gladly the woꝛdly ſpekynge / than godly oꝛ goſtlye 
ſpekynge. Many folowe gladly they? flelſhely ap⸗ 
petytes ot theyꝛ body / than the pleaſure 02 cõmaũde 
ment of god. The woꝛlde ꝓmitteth # ſomtyme gy⸗ 
ueth vs tempoꝛall thynges a lytell of valure foꝛ the 
Whiche we ſerue it with great delyꝛe. But God al⸗ 
mpghtp ꝓmytteth ⁊ gyueth vs hye thynges t eter 
nal ⁊ yet men be dulle a ſlo we to his ſeruyce and to 
attapne ſuch rewardes as he ꝓmytteth. who ſo ler 
ucth ã obeyeth god almyghty in obſeruynge his co 
maundemẽtis:as it is obeped to woꝛdly pꝛynces:⁊ 


mapyſters:Almoſte none / koꝛ a lytell fee oꝛ pꝛebende 


great Joutneys #hardclabours be take an hande 
fo: ſuch woꝛdly loꝛdes x koꝛ pᷣ etnall lpfeſkarflp we 


map amy labour oꝛ auy hardnes ſuffre. Do a vyle 


pꝛyce is bufilp ſought:a an excellent rewarde is put 
vnd. Foꝛ a peny to be gottẽ oꝛ won we Wpll lightly 
put our body ᷣ ſoule i ieopdy a auẽtureꝭ ko avaine 


CThethpwde 
thynge #alptell pmpſe we gyue ofte our ſelfe dap 
and nyght to great fatygacyon / but alas foꝛ god al 
myghty that is euerlaſtyng goodnes rewarde of 
tyghtwyſe people / koꝛ the vnſpectable ⁊ ieſtymable 
Joy in heuẽ / oꝛ toꝛ the hye honour a glozp intermy 
nable foz to be had ĩ tewarde in heuẽ / we dyldeyne 
be ſlo we to ſuffer a lytell tatygaciõ / Be thou a ſha 
med ſayth our lozde god to llowe folke and repꝛeue 
them with theyꝛ ſeruyce p woꝛldly folke be founde 
moꝛe dplpget to theyꝛ ꝑdyciõ / thã be to euerlaſtyng 
lyle / they top moze in vanyte than other in trothe 02 
ſtcdfaſt thynges / a yet they be ofte fruſtrate of ihat 
that they truſte vpon / but the pꝛomyſe ol our Loꝛde 
god deceyueth no man / koꝛ he is true # fapthfull all 
his woꝛdes à beheſtys to ſuche folke ſpecyally that 
ſerue hym vnto theyz ende / J am ſapth he p rewar⸗ 
der ot all good iolke and the pꝛouer ⁊ helper ok all de 
uoute men / wꝛyte mp woꝛdes la yth he ĩ thy herte X 
thynke vpon them / they ſhall be to the right neceſſa 
ty in tyme ot trybulacyon / Thou ſhaltvnderſtade i 
tyme of my vyſytacyon thele thynges v thou rediſt 
bekoꝛe a vnde rſtãde nat / Jam wote to vyſpt ſayth 
out loꝛde my le ruaũtes in two maner Wyſe / that is 
to ſay by pꝛobacyon aud conſolacyon J pꝛoue them 
dayly by rebukynge theyꝛ vyces # defautes / and J 
cotozte them agapne by exoꝛtacyon to vertu and to 
the eucrele of grace / He that hereth my woꝛdes and 
diſppſcth them hath p ſhall iuge hym i the laſt day. 
¶ The. uit chapter ho by pꝛa per We map c pteyne 
to deuocyon. | 

Imitatio criſti. G. tit, 


Parte. 

er good loꝛde arte all goodnes / J am nat 

wozthp to ſpeke to the thy eccellence is ſuch 
J ain thy mooſt pooze ſeruaũt # mooſt abiecte woꝛ 
me mooſt pooꝛe # cõtemptyble ot all other foꝛ Jam 
very noughte / nothynge hauynge ne nothynge of 
valour / thou alone good loꝛde art god ryghtwyſe 
c holy / thou arte almyghty / thou gyueſt all thynge 
thou kultylleſt all thynges / leuynge all only the ſyn 
full voyde ol grace / haue mynde good Loꝛde of thy 
merytes & tultyll my herte w thy grace foꝛ thy woꝛ 
kyngeis neuer voyde / Howe may J lpuc without 
great anguyſſhe a perplexyte in this Wꝛetchyd lyfe 
but if thy grace c mercy cõtoꝛte me / wherkoze J be 
leche ỹ that thou turne nat thy gracious face of hel 
pefrom me / tary nat thy viſptacio from me b dꝛa w 
nat thy ſwete cõſolaciõ fro me /that nat my ſoule be 
arykyed a be made as dꝛyc erthe without the moy⸗ 
ſtoure of grace / good loꝛde teche me to knowe # ful 
fpll thy wyl teche me to lyue humbly and woꝛthely 
in thy pleaſure foꝛ thou arte all wyldom i p whiche 
thou knewe me befoze the woꝛlde was and befozeY 
Was bꝛought into this lyłe by naturall bp:the. 
¶ The. v. chapter how We ought to beleue truth x 

On ſayth our loꝛde (huͤilite befozc god here. 

walke bekoze me al way ĩ truth a ſymplycite 
herte # all doublenes auoyde from the in ſuche wy⸗ 
le do al way ſeke me / he that walketh befoze me and 
al wey in trouth ſhalbe ſafe from all perylles/⁊ Jco 
berdyes / a trouth ſhal delyuer hym fro deceyuours 
| from the detraccion ot yll men / nd ik trouthe de 


¶ The thy:de 

lyuer the thou ſhalt be very fre from the bayne woꝛ 
des ok men in this woꝛlde a ſhall nat ſet by them / it 
is true ſayth a deuout ſoule to god that thou ſayſt 
be it done after thy ſayinge / thy trouth teche me / 

pe me a bꝛynge me to ſaluacion ⁊ good ende ⁊ dely⸗ 
uer me frõ all euvll affeccyõ / frõ all inoꝛdynate loue 
ſop I may walke w the good loꝛde in lyberte ⁊ fre: 
dom okherte / Truth ſayth agayne to luch a ſoule J 
ſhall teche the thynges that be right wyſe & pleſaut 
befoze me / Remẽber thy ſynnes palt with great dil 
pleaſure and heuynes and repute p nat any thynge 
of valoure fo: any good dede that thou haſte done / 
Thynke verely thou arte a ſyuner be wꝛapped and 
boũde ĩ many paſſion ⁊ ſynnes thpnke that ot thyn 
owue (clfe thou art nought x ſoone turueſt to that 
p nought is thou arte loone ouercom W ſynne thou 
arte ſoone troubled x otte bꝛoken W paſſyõs of ſyũe 
thou haſt nothynge of thy ſelle thou mayſt mag- 
nyfp thy ſelfe o / but many thiges thou haſt / wher 
koꝛe thou oughtelt to bylypẽde p / toꝛ thou art moꝛe 
keble tha kno weſt thy ſelfe / theretoze let nothige 
' thou doeſt ſeme to great ot pꝛyce / oł all thynges 5 
thou doeſt eſteme nothynge p̃cious 02 in valour 021 
reputacyõ laudable / but that thpngey is eternall 
ſo the euerlaſtynge trouth be plealaũt top befoze 
any thige ellys / p all vylyte oꝛ lyñe ſpecially thyn 
owne ſynne ⁊ foulenes dyſpleaſe p ſo pnothyng be 
to the ſo odyous / as ſynne & wyckydnes p whiche 
ought to dilpleaſe the moꝛe tha the damage oꝛ loſle 
of any other Woꝛldlye thynge / Dome there be that 


Barte. | 
walke nat clerely befoze me / but they be led by pꝛy⸗ 
de #curpoſpte to ſerche t kno we my ſecretys # the 
hye thynges oẽ my godhed / a ſo they be neclygẽt a= 
bout themſelte to kno we theyz ſyſics a goſtly helth 
ſuch plons fall oftẽtimes into tẽptaciõs # greuous 
ſynnes li fte to the felfe fo2 thepz pꝛyde cutyolite p̃ 
they folowe / dꝛede thou therkoꝛe the iugementes of 
Eod *þ ipoztable wꝛath of godalmyghty / dyſcuſſe 
nat ne enſerche the marueylous Warkes of god but 
coſpder thou well thy ſpfies # wickydnes how ofte 
t i how many great thiges thou haſt offedpd x treſ 
paſſyd ayenſt god/a ho w many good thinges thou 
haſt lefte vndon ok rechelelnes / ſome folke ther be þ 
bere theyz deuocyon all in bokes / ſome in Jmages 
and (ſome in out warde tokẽs a fygures / ſome ther 
be that bere me in mouthe ofte namynge me in woꝛ 
de but lytell in herte / and ſome other therbe / chat ha 
ue theyꝛ intelleccyon 02 reaſon clerely illumyned w 
the lyght ol vnderſtandynge i theyz affecte ſo pour 
ged ok erthely thiges that they al way aſpyꝛe to eter 
nall thynges greuouſlp berynge to here cõmenyng 
ok erthely thynges / takynge but ſcarſly ol ſuch thin 
ges as be neceſlaryly requyꝛed to natural lyfe/ſuch 
knowe what the ſpyꝛyte or trouthe ſpeketh in them 
the which techeth thein to deſpyle erthely thinges # 
to loue heuenly goodes / and to deſpyſe the Woꝛlde a 
Woꝛldly thynges and to deſpze euer heuen and cele⸗ 
ſtyall thynges. 

C The. vi.chapyter of the marueylous deſpze and 
aficcte of the loue ok God. 
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_ CThethp2de | 
O Chou kader celeſtiall the cternall fader of mp 

loꝛde ieſu criſte J loue the a bleſle the fo2 thou 
haſt voucheſaue to remembzc à beholde me louige⸗ 
ly with thy gracious conſolacion. O thou fader of 
mercy # god ot conſolacion I thanke the that thou 
cofozteſt me vnWozthp to haue any conſolacyon. J 
bleſle a pꝛayſe pᷣ al way with thy only begottẽ ſone 
it p holy goſte without ende / whan thou good loꝛ⸗ 
de my louer as thou arte of all makpnde ſhall come 
into my herte all my in warde ptes ſhall top Thou 
art my ioye / thou arte my hope /#refugei the tyme 
ok my tribulacion but fo: as moch as J am iperkite 
of tu x feble in loue. Therkoꝛe q haue nede to be cõ 
fo:ted and helped ol the whertfoze J beſech thy ende 
les goodnes tobyſyte me ottymes / and iſtructe me 
with thy holy diſciplenes and techynges. Delyuer 
me from paſlions / helpe my hert fro all inoꝛdinat 
delires ⁊ affeccvons. Se that J in wardly be pur⸗ 
ged a eleuate krom Woꝛdly affeccyons and may be 
made apte / and able to loue the good loꝛde ſpiritual 
ly:ſtronge in pactece to ſuffre foꝛ the / and ſtable by 
perſeueraunce in goodnes.Loue is a great thpnge 
d an ercellent vertue/that maketh eucry greuouſe 
ſt harde thyngelight / lwete / impoꝛtyble thige eaſye 
to bere / and butter thynges (wete# ſauoꝛable. The 
loue of ieſu perfpghtly impꝛynted in mannes ſoule 
maketh a man to doo great thynges and eroztcrh 
hym therafter al way to deſpze moꝛe and more per- 
kyght thynges. Gooſtly loue deſyꝛeth euer to aſcen⸗ 
de to heuenly goodes & vilppedeth all erthly thiges 


= Parte. 
his neceſlaries ſaued. Suche goſtelp loue coueteth 
to be fte and alyenate krom all woꝛdly occupacions 
leſt that his in warde ſyghte of ſoule be darked/ 62 
letted:ne his afteccion to gooſtly and heuenly thyn⸗ 
ges be letted from his liberte by Woꝛdlye thynges: 
Nothynge is moꝛe ſWete than is loue / no thinge is 
moꝛe ſtronge than loue:nothynge hygher / larger / 
merper/fuller/ne better in heuen / oz erthe. Foꝛ loue 
cometh of god:ne it may nat reſt fynally i any crea⸗ 
ture lower than god / It maketh a man rene we / a 
ioye. It maketh a man fre in his ſoule without any 
retaynynge ot ſynne. It maketh a man ſet noughte 
by woꝛdlye goodes:but to departe With all that he 
hath torclpue the indignes and myſerye of other 
folke. Alſo it maketh a man content with that lptcll 
that god ſendeth hym: a nought to delyꝛe that ptet- 
neth to other:fo he reſteth aboue all thynge erthly 
in one perkite goodnes:that is to lay / ĩ god almigh 
ty of whome all other goodnes klo weth a pcedeth 
Suche a perſone beholdeth nat onlye the gyftes p 
be gyuen to hym:but he attendeth aboue all thiges 
with loue and dꝛede bato god the giuer. Loue kno⸗ 
weth no melure:but tt incendeth the louer oute of 
meaſure.L ouemaketh man to tele no hardnes ne o 
ther burden layde vpon hym / and it maketh a man 
nat repute any labour that is impute to hym it ma⸗ 
keth any man to deſyze ouer his power / and might 
It complayneth nat ot impotencye any tyme / Fo: 
it maketh a man to thynke all thynges poſſpble to 
hym and letull Loue thercfozedothe and may doo 


| ¶ The thyꝛde | 
great thynges:Where the louer lyeth nat noꝛ delay 
leth nat. It maketh a man gladlye to wake Wha he 
is dulle and diſpoled to ſlepe / whan a man is wery 
it maketh hym nat to accompte it / whan a man is 
arted oꝛ troubled / it chaleth awey all trouble and fe 
re in warde / Foꝛ as a quycke bꝛõde 02 flame of fp:e 
ifit be moued:oꝛ blowen it flameth vp warde ſo a 
goſtely louer in troubles is lpfte vp by feruoure ot᷑ 
loue to god:and ſo by the helpe ol god almighty he 
ouerpaſſeth all ſuche pepnes and tribulacions / He 


that is a goſtely louer knoweth that the ardent de⸗ 


ſpe ot mannes ſoule is a great crye in the ere of al⸗ 
myghty god / the which ctye ſayth in wardly to al- 
myghty god. Thou good loꝛde arte my loue / thou 
art all my deſyꝛe / and J am thy creature / delate my 
herte in thy loue that J may lerne to taſte bythe in⸗ 
warde mouthe of my ſoule howe l wete thou arte i 
loue / and what is to man to be lyquyfyed and mol⸗ 
ten in loue oꝛ to ſwymmetherin. J am holden / and 
bounde in loue ſo that ij go aboue my ſelte foꝛ great 
matueyle ⁊ feruoureof loue J beleche Þ good loꝛ⸗ 
de that J may ſynge the ſonge okloue /a folo we the 
mplouer by vertuous lyuynge euer to aſcende to pᷣ 
inperfitnes of lyuynge / ſo ỹ my ſoule may beſttẽg 
thed in pꝛayſynge of thy maieſte by ioyfull louc of 
thy goodnes. J beſcke the al wey that J may loue 
the moꝛe than my ſelke and that J map euer loue my 
ſelfe + all other that loue the:toꝛ the #inÞ as Þ la we 
ol loue that thou cõmaũded moniſſheth loue is Wik 
te / clere / pyteous / mery / and iocunde / it is ſtronge 
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pacient / wyſe / keythkull / longe abydynge / manlye 
ſt neuer hyd but al wey redy / where ſo a man ſcketh 
hpni\clfe, there he falleth tro loue / foꝛ loue is circũ⸗ 
ſpecte very meke # religious / nat lyght ne gyuyng 
hede to vayne thynges. Uery loue is ſobꝛe chaſte / 
ſtable quyet / and kepte in his bades. Allo loue ma⸗ 
keth a man ſubiecte and obedyent to his pꝛelate. Jt 
maketh a man terme / and ſtable in vertuous lyke # 
to ſeme vyle and deſpecte 02 vnwoꝛthy in his owne 
ſight. Alſo it maketh a man deuoute to god # kynde 
t al way to belcue# truſt ihym though he haue nat 
ſuche ſauoure 02 appꝛoximacion to his goodnes 5 
pertighte folke haue. Foꝛʒ no man here lyuynge may 
in loue withoute langour # heuines. He that is nat 
al wey redy to ſuffte # to applye hymſelfe to p wyll 
ok god almyghty his louet / he is nat woꝛthy to be 
be called a louer / foʒ it pertepneth to a louer to ſuf- 
fre gladly all harde i bitter thiges foꝛ his louer and 
nat to declyne fro hym fo2 any cõtrarious thynge. 
C The. viii.chaptre how a true louer is pꝛoued. 

E that leueth o2 foʒſaketh the loue oꝛ the ver⸗ 

tue that he hath begonne with fo2 a lytle ad: 
uerſyte oꝛ trouble / oʒ that in ſuch tyme ſeketh light 
ly woꝛdly conſolacion/he is nat pꝛudent ne ſtronge 
louer:toꝛ a ſtronge louer ſtandeth ſtably in tempta 
tion /a he gyueth nat hede ne place to the deceptfull 
pluaſions oł the enemye he is nat bꝛoken by ipacy- 
ence / by aducrlitces ne illuded oz diſceyued by pꝛol 
perous thynges A wple a a pʒudent louer podertth 
nat the gytte that is gyuen lo moche as the loue of 
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the gyuer He conceyueth rather the loue of the gp+ 

ucr than the gykte that is gyuen a pꝛepondereth the 

gyuer befoze all thynges gyuen: noble x very lo⸗ 

uer reſteth nat in the gyfte ỹ god almyghty gyueth 

but in god that is the gyuer ok all goodnes:thatma 

is nat all diſoꝛdꝛed that ſomtyme leſle cocepucth oz 
pondereth god almyghty oꝛ his ſayntis thã he wol 
de do Ffoꝛthat good a ſmete delyꝛe that a man ſom- 
tyme ꝑceyueth in his ſoule is the effecte of grace gp 
uen to man ĩthis pᷣſent lyte a a taſte and ſauoure of 
heuenly gloʒy:to the whiche we maynat reſt ouer⸗ 
moch by cõfidence oꝛ truſt of foule:fo2 it goeth / and 
cũmeth mouable /⁊ is nat ꝑmanẽt a man to fight oꝛ 
ſtryue agaynſt p euyll mociõs ot his ſoule # to ouet 
come the ſuggeſtions of the deuyll is a tozen of ver 
tu ot great merite. Se therfoze what lo cucr thou 
art that no ſtronge fantaſtes of any mater trouble 
the. Repe ſtyll thy purpoſe i right intencion ok ſoule 
to god # thou ſhalt nat fall. Thinke nat that it is il⸗ 
luſion that thou art ſomtyme rauiſſhed in extaſy oꝛ 
exceſle ofmpade a ſo returned agayn to cuſtomable 
lightnes of hert.Foꝛ thou ſuffereſt rather ſuche dil⸗ 
tens agaynſt thy wyl than wylfully. As lõge as fu 
che cõtratious diſoꝛdꝛed oꝛ vayne thoughtes diſple⸗ 
ſep à thou ſtryueſt agayſt them whan they rile ĩ p 
it is to thy merite ⁊ no loſſe oꝛ hinderaũce. J knowe 

laith our loꝛde ieſu to his louer that the olde enemy 
to mã doth alwey his power to let hy wyl a deſyze 
i goodnes a to hynder a let the from all good a de⸗ 
uoute ererſyſc:as fru the Woꝛʒlhip p thou art boũde 

Imitatio criſti. . l. 
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to honour me with x mplatntes* fro the meditacy 
on oꝛ remembꝛaũce ot my naſſion froy remẽbꝛaũce 
of ſynnes with bitterneſle of ſoule fro the pꝛelerua⸗ 
cion of thy herte fro euyll:and from Wyll to ꝓfite in 

oodnes a ðtue. Many pdell # euyll thoughtis he 
ſuggeſteth to mãnis ſoule:to make hym both lathe 
t wery with pꝛayer a other vᷣtuous exercyſes lo 
cõteſſyõ diſpleleth hym greatly / a if he may he Wyll 
let a man ot his comunton. Set nat by hym ne bele 
ue hym nat: foꝛ he leyeth befoꝛe the many ſnares of 
diſceyte. Whan he ſheweth to thy ſoule euyll thiges 
oꝛ vnclene Diſpiteouſly ſap to hym go fro me thou 
foulc wicked ſpirite. Tho we Woꝛkes that bꝛyngiſt 
ſuche foulc thinges to entyſe me. Be thou aſhamed 
fo: thou arte foule ot᷑ thy ſclfe:go fro me thou falle 
dilcepuer of mankynde / thou ſhalt haue no parte in 
me. Foꝛ my ſauvour ieſu (hall ſtande with me ĩ mp 
defence as à ſtrõge warriour to thy cofuſton J had 
leuer dye ⁊̃ ſuffre all maner peyne thã to cõſent to pᷣ 
Molde peas #ccle of thy tfptacions:J Wyll no moꝛe 
here ne gyue hede to the thoughe thou vere me ne⸗ 
uer ſomoche:Fo: almyghty god is mp helper who 
J dꝛede. He is the defender ofmplyfe vpon whome 
I truſte.ye if the ſtrength ofcaſtels withſtande me 
I (gallnat d2ede:Fo2 our loꝛde is my helper / and re 
demer. Fight a ſtryue agaynſt ſuche intpſementes 
ag a good knyght:if thou lomttme be ouercome by 
thy feblenes oꝛ frailte:take thã moꝛe cõfoꝛte ⁊᷑ ſtrẽg 
the of ſoule than thou dideſt befoze:truſtige therby 
to haue pᷣmoꝛe large grace & cofozt ot god # beware 
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The thyꝛde 

the akter of pꝛyde a vayne gloꝛy loꝛ therby he many 
led into crroneous wayes a kal into vncurable blid 
nes of loule. So 5ᷣ thou therfoꝛe beware a humble 
the agaynſt the pꝛelũcion ot ſuch perſoncs. 
C The. viii.chaptre ho we grace is to be hyd vnder 
the palle of humylyte. | 
1 Onne layth the wile man / it is moꝛe ſure / 

ꝓfitable to the to hyde the grace of deuocion 
gyuen to the:than to ſhe we it out Woꝛdlye. Auatice 
nat the of it / ne ſpeke nat ot luche grace to other noꝛ 
magnifye thy ſelfe therby: but thou ſhuldeſt rather 
diſpyſe thy lelfe and dꝛede leſt thou be vnwoꝛthy to 
haue it oz lone by thy neclygence to leſe it. Mã ſhul⸗ 
de nat cleue 02 truſt to moche to ſuch affecciõ Which 
map loone be turned to the cõtrarie. Conſider Well 
whan thou haſt ſuche grace ho we Vozetchid # nedp 
thou were bekoꝛe thou hadeſt grace / noꝛ the pzolpte 
02 encreace of ſpũall lyfe is nat only wha thou haſt 
the cõſolacion of grace:but whan thou with hump 
lyte ſuffereſt the ſubtraccton of the ſame ſo p thou 
leue nat thy pꝛayer ne other good dedes:but with 


all thy vnderſtãdynge Xx dylygẽce do thy beſt wha 


thou keleſt ſuch ſubtraccion oꝛ dulnes in the to reco 
uer the conſolacion ot grace. Many there be that be 
vety dulle and ipactent wWhan aduerſyte falleth to 
thein the Way ſt lyke ol koꝛtune ol man is nat euer in 
his power #cleccton but ofthe goodnes ot god ys 
all that we haue the which doth conkoue whan we 
Wyll a aſmoche as he wyll / a whom he wyl as his 
pleſure is no moꝛe /ſome plons haue diſtroyed thẽ 
 Jmitatiocriſts, H. ii. 
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kelfe by indiſerete delyꝛe ot grace ol deuociõ fo: they 
haue diſo2d2ed thep: ſtrengthe of ſoule ouermoche 
nat ponderinge they exyle a poꝛe lymytes of reſon 
but rather folowed the deſyze of hert / therfoze fo 
as moch as they pꝛelumed higher thinges tha god 
des pleaſure was that they ſhulde attapne to there⸗ 
toe they loſt thep2 grace befoze had / And lo they be 
made ⁊ lefte nedy ⁊ vyle that pꝛeſumed to entre the 
ſecretes ot heuen / p they may lerne nat to pzeſume 
vpon them ſelke:but alwey with true humylyte to 
truſt to god almyghty. Suche ploaes as be begin 
ners a be nat yet pfite in pᷣ way ołᷣᷣtue ⁊ in our loꝛ 
de god / may lightly erre # be deceyueo but ik they to 
lo we the counleil ot diſcreſcion:oꝛ diſcrete perlones 
Suche plones as lene to thep2 owne Wytte # lo fo 
lowett:xrcfule the diſcrete wayes of fuche as haue 
longeexerſyſed the wayes of vertue fall into great 
icouenictts fynally. Such ꝑſous as be wyſe i theyz 
owne ſight wyll ſeldome be rulio humbly by other 
Better it is to a man to haue lytell wiſdome 92cun- 
nynge with humplyte than to haue great cunynge 
with pꝛyde oꝛvaine gloꝛy. Better it is to the to haue 
lyteil than to haue moche with pꝛyde # dapnacion; 
helyueth nat diſcretely that gyueth hym all to light 
nes ã vapne gladnes foꝛgetyng hym ſelke a p dꝛede 
of god: nat dꝛedynge to lele grace. Allo he is nat wp 
le ne vertuous / that in tyme of aduerſyte.oꝛ other 
hardnes diſpayꝛeth + truſteth nat ſtedfaſtly in god 
He that in tyme ol peace wyll lyue to ſpkerly with⸗ 
oute dzede of all parellys/ he ſhalbe founde to dꝛed⸗ 


¶ The thyꝛde 
full and vnredy in tyme ol batayle / c man wolde al 
way abyde humble a lytell ĩ his owne ſyght a dyly 
gẽtly awapte on hymſelfe / he ſhuld nat ſo ſoone fall 
to ſynne a oſtece of god / good thollom coũceyll is 
a man after that he hath 2cepued the ſpyꝛyt ol deuo⸗ 
cio and charyte to thynke ho we ſhuld he do # What 
ſhulde falle to hym in the abſens of ſuche — 
Vha ſuche a caſe happeth let a man gader that ſuch 
grace aud lyght may returne agayne to hym by the 
honour of god which withdꝛe we fro his cõſolacyõ 
a ſeaſon to ſhewe his power #foz mãnes wele / it is 
moꝛe pꝛotytable to man ſomtyme to be lette to hym 
ſelte and to lacke ſuche grace # cõtoʒte / than al way 
to haue ſuch pꝛoſperous thynges at his wyll / Foz a 
man is nat reputed to be of moꝛe meryte o2 vertu in 
the ſyght of god / it he haue many vplyons oꝛ conſo 
laciõs gyuen hym / oꝛ if he haue clerevnderſtidpng 
of ſcrypture / oz it he be auaũſed by great #hye ꝓmo 
cyon / but than he is of great meryte # greatip in the 
uoure of god almyghty if he be perkyte ĩ mekencs 
ct fylled with charyte al way ſekynge the honour of 
god ihis dedes / with cõtẽpte a deſpyſynge of hym 
ſelfe as wel i the ſyght of other men as in his owne 
couetynge moe in humpliaciõ thã to be honouted. 
¶ The. ix. chapter how a mi ſhuld nat repute hy m 
ſcife ok any valour but vylypende hym. 
0 Ood loꝛde J ſpeke to the of my pꝛeſũpciõ nat 
withſtãdinge that J am but puluer + aſſhes 
if J repute my lelfe any better / thou dt thy woꝛdes a 
gapnſtade me / alſo my lyunes bere true teſtymony 
Imitatio criſtt. H. lii. 
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agayne me ne J can nat agayne ſay them and (f'Y 
Wyll vylypende # deſpyſe my ſelke x nat repute me 
any thynge woꝛth as trouthe apereth in me thã the 
grace of mp loꝛde god ſhalbe to me mercyfull # his 
lyght nere me and my humylyacyon and obedyece 
ſhalbe turned after this lyle into euerlaſtynge exal⸗ 
tacyon and auauncement / There good loꝛde thou 
ſhalt ſhewe me to my ſelfevely what J am what J 
was and wherof Jecame/Fo2 I was a am nought 
and know it nat il J belefte to my ſelfe without tht 
helpe good loꝛde thã J know my ſelte to be nought 
and full of inkyꝛmyte / and if thou good lozde Wylte 
beholde me with thy grace and conſolaciõ anon J 
ſhalbe made ſtronge a be kultylled with a ne we top 
t great marueyle it is p Ja wꝛetche that al way of 
my ſelte fall do wne warde a may nat ryſe agayn x 
by thy grace ſo ſodaynly arayſed agayne and ſo be« 
nygnely lyfte vp and halſed of the / This is thy cha⸗ 
ryte a grace Which puentith ⁊ helpeth me ĩ many ne 
ceſlytes kepeth me bulyly from greuous peryls # 
many euyllps / loſt mpſelfe by inoꝛdynate loue ot 
my ſeite ⁊ in ſekynge the agayne a in louynge the a 
gayne J haue bothe founde the ⁊ me / and of thy cle 
ne pꝛofounde #depeloue J am lyquytyed # knowe 
verely my ſelfe nought / Foꝛ thou ſwete loꝛde doeſt 
to me ouer my merites à ouer all that J coulde hope 
to haue ok p; / bleſlyd be thou good loꝛde foꝛ though 
I be vnwoꝛthy to any goodes / yet thy ifynyt good 
nes ceſſeth neuer of Well daynge ye to ſuch perſons 
as be vnkynde# farre fro the / make vs to be holye 
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conuerted to the good loꝛde that we may be kynde / 
humble / mee / and deuout to p / foꝛ thou alone art 
our helthe / vertu and ſtrenthe. 
¶ The. x. chapter /all that we haue oꝛ do is to be re⸗ 
ferred to god as to the ende ol euery thynge. 

One layth our loꝛde to vs J ought to be thy 
laſt ã ſouerayn ende /it᷑ thau deſyꝛe to bebleſ 
ſyd / and by this intencion ſhalbe purged thyn affec 
cion that is oftpmes euyll bowed do wue to it ſelfe 
t to other creatures / it thou leke thy ſelfei any thin 
e/anon thou faplelt i thy ſelfe # wareſt dꝛy where 
ozetomercferre all thynges / foꝛ J am he 2ᷣ haue 
gvuẽ all thynges / cõſider all thynges as wellpnge 
| ſpꝛĩgynge out of the hyeſt mooſt ſouerayne god 
# ther oꝛe they to be reduted to me as to theyꝛ oꝛygt 
nall begynnynge / ot me lytell a great / poꝛe #rpche 
dꝛa we quycke Water as ot Þ well of lyfe # who ſer 
uith me welligly ſhall receyue grace fo2 grace / But 
Who » hath glozy without me / oz hath delectacyõ i 
any pꝛyuate good /ſhall neuer be ſtablyſſhid in very 
Joy ne delyted in hert / but ſhalbe lette in many ma 
ner ot wyſe ⁊ anguyſſhed wherfoze thou oughtyſt 
toaſcrpue to thy ſelfe no maner of good / thou ſhuld 
nat cõmende noꝛ moꝛe repute thy ſelte foz any good 
nes that thou haſt who euer thou be but rekerre all 
goodnes that thou haſt to god almyghty without 
whom we haue nothynge god ol his goodnes ga 
ue vs what we haue a therfoze he requpzeth the la⸗ 
me to be cõſydered of vs with thankes to be gyuen 
agapae bnto hym / This is p verp Way to exche w 
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from vs the ſynne ol vayngloꝛp / ik ſo be that trewe 
charyte and heuenly grace enter into man / no enuy 
ne dyſdayne ok any perſon / noꝛpꝛyuate of mannes 
ſelte ſhall haue place i hym / Foz grace and very cha 
rpte ouercometh all ſuche vyces and it delateth a en 
flameth mannes ſoule to god # to our neyghbour if 
we percepue & vnderſtãde well we ſhulde only ioy 
a hope in our loꝛde god and in no wyſe in our ſelte / 
fo: no mais good ot hym ſclfe but god alone which 
is to be loued and blellyd ouer all. 
¶ The.xi.chapter ho we it is full i wete to ſerue god 
to hym that foꝛſaketh the woꝛlde truly. 
12 O we good loꝛde J ſhall repete my ſpeche to 

the and nat celle / J ſhall ſpeke in the erys of 
my loꝛde god and kynge that is in heuẽ / how great 
is the multytude of thy lwetnes / which thou haſte 
hyd and hydeſt good loꝛde fo: the tyme from theym 
that lyueth here vnder thy dꝛede / and to thy perkyte 
louers and ſleruauntes thou ſheweſt the Fneffable 
cõtemplatyue ſwetnes of thy godhede / in this thou 
good loꝛde haſt ſhewed thy great charite that wha 
J was nat thou madeſt me / and whã J erryd and 
Went out ofthe way thou bꝛoughteſt me agapn cõ⸗ 
maundynge me to ſexue and to loue the / O well ok 
perpetuall loue what ſhall J ſap of the /how may 
fo2gette the / whiche ſo louyngely doſte remember 
me / and where J haue peryſſhed thou good Lo2de 
halt ſhewed thy mercy to me ouer my hope and re⸗ 
warded me aboue mp meryte / what thakes ſhall J 
gyue to the koꝛthis grace gyuen me / It is nat gyuẽ 
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to all men to koꝛlake the woꝛlde a to take bpon them 
a ſolytary lyte / It is no great thynge me to ſerue p 
ood loꝛde to whom all thy creatures be bounde to 
erue ⁊ pleſe. But rather this is to me a great thige 
ſt matuclous p it pleſeth thy goodnes to receiue me 
to chy ſeruice / to ioyne ſo poꝛe a vnwoꝛthy as J 
am to thy welbeloued ſeruaũtes. Lo all thinge 5 Þ 
haue ã p I map do p ſeruice ofis thyne /a therfoeJ 
can gyue p nothynge but thyn owne / Heuẽ xerthe 
with thep2 cõtentes that thou haſt oꝛdeyned to hel⸗ 
pe man doeth dayly fulfpll thy cõmaũdement akter 
the 02d2c+ koꝛme v thou haſt oꝛdeyned them to Alſo 
thou haſt oꝛdeyned aungels to helpe + cõfoꝛte man 
But aboue al this thy ſclfe haſt vouchſaue to ſerue 
man pꝛomittynge to gyue the to man. what ſhall 7 
pue agayne to the fo: thoſe #fo: a thoulandefolde 
cncfattes pthouofthp grace # goodnes haſte gy= 
uf to me Graũt me helpe ⁊ grace to ſerue the good 
loꝛde all the dayes of my lpfe ic at the leeſt Þ Þ may 
one daye ſerue the Woꝛthyly. Thou arte Woꝛthy to 
haue all ſeruice / all honout / eternall laude x pꝛay 
ſige. Thou arte my very loꝛde god / ã Jam vnwoꝛ 
thy and poze ſeruaunt / Jam boũde to ſeruep with 
all my ſtrengthis neuer to be wery of thy ſeruyce 
t pꝛayſynge ſo J deſyꝛe + Wolde it ſhulde be. Thou 
ood loꝛde fulfyll that J want of my partye. Great 
onoure ã gloꝛy is to ſerue the ⁊ to foꝛſake all erthli 
thynges koꝛ the. They that gladlp # Wyllyngly do 
ſubmptte thẽ to thy ſeruyce ſhall haue great grace 
and they p fozſake all Woꝛdlye buſyncs / a do chole 


Parte. 

the harde end ſtrayte wap fo: thy loue:ſhalbe refrel 
ſhed with the ſwete cõlolaciõ of the holy gooſt ſhall 
haue great liberte of ſoule. O thou thankfull a ioy⸗ 
full ſubteccton a ſerutce of god wherby man is ma⸗ 
de fre krom ſynne & holy in the light of god. O thou 
holy it hye ſtate ot teligion which maketh a man e⸗ 
gall to aũgels / pleaſaunt to amyghty god and dꝛed 
full to deuyls # honourable to all fepthfull folke. O 
thou ſeruyce woꝛthy al wey to be deſyꝛed + halſed⸗ 
wherby almighty god is gotten ⁊᷑ cuerlaſtinge ioy 
@ gladnes gotten. C The.rii.chaptre The de 
ſyꝛe ot herte is to be examined a modered. 
& Onne ſaith our loꝛde tohisloucr thou muſt 

yet lerne manvthynges p thou haſt nat yet 
Well lerned / p is to lay that thou oꝛder thy deſyꝛc/ 
affeccion alwey after mp pleaſure ſo that thou loue 
nat thyn owne deſyze oꝛꝓkite but pᷣ thou ĩ all thiges 
a couctous loucr xa folo wer of mp wyll thou haſt 
many deſy2ces ryſpnge # moupnge the:but conſides 
well whether thou art moued in them foꝛ myne ho 
nour only oꝛ moze fo: thy one auayle oꝛꝓtite.it J 
be p cauſe of thy mouynge thou ſhalt be wel cõtent 
what ſo euer J ſende vnto the / ił any thige be hid 
in thy deſp2e of thyn owne will oz ſechynge:ſo that 
thynge is ity anoyeth and greueth p out wardly & 
withinfoꝛth bothe / beware therof thou lene nat 
to moche to thyne owe deſyꝛe / me nat — . 
ſame thige that befoze pleaſed the / diſpleleth the af- 
ter warde. Euery thpngep man deſpzcth is nat to 
be tolo wed ſhoꝛtly / ne cuery cotrarious affeccion þ 
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C The thyꝛde 
man lotheth oz hateth is to be fled at the firſte. It ts 
expedient lomtyme tobſe a bꝛydell reſtraynynge in 
good affeccions ⁊ cũnynge oꝛ other buſineſſes & of 
idilcrete behautour folowe p diſtraccion oꝛ bꝛekige 
ofmants mpnde/that thou by thy idiſcrecio be nat 
an occaſion 02 \claunder to other. Alſo that thou be 
nat ſodapnlp troubled oꝛ inquyete by other mẽnes 
reliſtẽce. It is {omtpmebchouekull to a man that he 
blebpolece # reſiſt his ſẽſuall appetite /⁊ nat to giue 
hede What it deſyꝛeth what nat:but rather ideuo? 
hym that it be ſubiecte byvpolence to the ſoule / this 
ſenſuall appetite is to be ſubdued by diſciplyne top 
loule vnto it be made redy to obey in all thynges to 
reaſon vnto it haue lerned to be content with kewe 
thynges x neceſſary without all grutchige agaynſt 
any incõuenyent thynge. 

C The. vtii.chapt ot the inloꝛmacion of paciẽce ⁊ of 

ſtryfe ageynſt ſenſualite. 

LIST god ſayth the deuoute ſoule vnto god 
as J fele a vnderſtande pacience is full nc= 


deſſaty vnto me / foꝛ many cõtrarious chaũces fall i 


this lye ho we ſoeuer J oꝛder my lclfe foꝛ peaſe to 
be hadde. I can nat haue it withoute batayle ne my 
lyfe can nat be without ſoꝛo w and trouble wherto 
but loꝛde ſayth / Sõne thou ſayeſt truchyJ Wil nat 
that thou ſeke ſuch peas as wanteth tẽptacion and 
tro wble oꝛ cõtradiccion:but cotite the than to haue 
fofide peas / wha thou art exercyſed w dyuers trou 
bles /x ꝓued With diuers aduerſitees / ⁊ if thou ſap 
that thou mayſt nat ſuffre ſuch peynes. Bow maiſt 
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Parte. 
thouſuffre the fell peynes of urgatoꝛy ———— 
the leſſe is al wey to be ſuffered # cholen / wherc foꝛe 
ſuſtre thou paciently the aduerlitees & euyls of this 
Woꝛde oꝛ lyte that thou — — the peynes e⸗ 
uerlaſtige folowige here after foꝛ ſyne. Tro weſt p 
that woꝛdly men v be in Welthe # Woꝛdly bulpnes 
ſutfre no aduerſyte thou ſhalte nat fynde one ſuche 
ye it thou plent the moſt delycate pſon Þ thou canſt 
tynde:but thou ſayſt to me agayn. They haue delec 
table thinges #plcaſures/# they folowe euer theyz 
obne wyll / a therfoze they ponder nat theyz trow 
bles:But ho we be it that they haue theyꝛ deſyꝛe / d 
in ryches / c woꝛdly pleaſures that they be ſacyatte 
with how longe tro weſt thou it ſhall laſt:Sothly 
luchefolke as abondeth i wowly goodes # pleſurs 
(hall ſoone faple andvanyſſhe as dothe the ſmoke of 
ye. No remembꝛaunce lełte of theyꝛ Joyes befoze 
hav which alſo whan they lyued was nat fpnallye 
without great anguyſſh / tydyouſnes / a dꝛede oft] 
tyme they receyue great troubles / peyne ot ſuche 
thynges as they haue great ſolace # pleaſure in be⸗ 
to:e fozof right wiſnes it folo weth to ſuche ꝑlons » 
they fultpll nat without great cofuſion peyne the 
deli ctacions a Woꝛdly pleaſurs Þ they haue befoꝛe 
ſought a folowed with great ioꝛdinate delyte a ple 
ſure hoo ſhoꝛt / how vyle /a fals is Þ Wozdly gloꝛy 
# plealurs. Surelv they be very lalle it kikil and pct 
they be nat percepued/foz the blyndnes ot mannes 
ſoule, ſo that man as a beeſt vnreſonable toꝛ a litell 
ple luxe oʒ commodite of this traſctoꝛy lyke renneth 
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The thyꝛde 

into euerlaſtynge deth ol ſoule. wherkoꝛe ſone fle to 
folow thpn oſone wyll al way ⁊ folow nat thy ple⸗ 
ſure ⁊ deſyꝛe. ut thy delyte ⁊ fixe thy loue i god /a 
he wyll graunt the thy peticion a deſyꝛe ofhert.Fle 
all woꝛdly inoꝛdinate pleaſures a delectacions and 
thou ſhalt haue abundaũt a heuenly conlolacion:⁊ 
the moze thou pꝛeſerueſt the from the ſolace ot erthe 
ly creatures:the moꝛe ſWete coſolactons thou (halt 
tynde in almyghty god. But fyꝛſt thou muſte come 
to ſuche goſtly cololactons with great heuynes / 
lamentacion # with great labour ſtryte i thy ſelle 
agaynſt thy ſenſuall ꝑties. Thy olde ſpnfull cuſto⸗ 
me wyll agaynſtande the in luche gooſtly laboure 
but he ſhalbe vaniſſhed # ouercome With a better cu 
ſtome The tleſſhe wyll murmoure # grutch ageiſt 
ſuch labours:but the fcruour ot the mynde map re⸗ 
krayne hym. The olde enemy to mãnes ſoule Wyll 
let the but thou maiſte chaſe hym away by pꝛayer ⁊ 
by pfitable occupacion he# his wayes ſhalbe let. 


¶ The. xiiii.chaptre how an huͤble ſubiecte oughte 


to be obedient after the example ok criſte. 


| T nne he that laboureth to withdꝛawe hym 
fro obedience he withdꝛa we hym fro grace / 
& who ſeketh toattapne pꝛyuate thynges leſeth co⸗ 
mon graces à gyftis hep doeth nat obey to his ſy 
peryoꝛ:tt is a tokẽ that his ticſſhe oꝛ body is nat ſub 
dued yet perkitly to his ſoule but it ofte grutcheth + 
rebelleth agaynſte it. There toꝛe if thou wylte that 
thy body be no rebel: but ſubdued to thy ſoule lerne 
Imitatio criſti. J. l. 


h Parte. 
thou to obey gladlye to thy luperioꝛ. Soner is thp 
but warde enemy ouercome it thy in warde man be 
nat diſtroyed oꝛ ouercom. There is none Woꝛſe noꝛ 
moꝛe greuous enemye to man than his body ik it be 
nat accoꝛdynge oꝛ cõſẽtynge to his ſoule thou mult 
vtterly diſpple thy ſelte / it thou wylt pꝛeuayle ayẽſt 
thy body. But thou loueſt thy ſelfe pet inoꝛdinatlye 
c therkoʒe thou dꝛedeſt to leue thy ſelle to ſubdew 
the fully to other mennes wyll / what great thyng 
is it to the that arte but erthe and nought to ſubdue 
the to man fo2 godes ſake / whan J god almyghty 
that made all thynge ol nought did ſubdue and ſub 
mitte me humbly to man fo2 thy ſake. J was made 
hũble thou ſhuldeſt lerne to ouercome thy pꝛyde 
by my mekenes / Lerne thou aſches to obey. Lerne 
thou erth ſlyme to humble the #to ꝓſtrate the vn⸗ 
der cuerpmanes fete by true humylite nothynge þ 
ſumige ok thy ſelte. Lerne to bꝛeke thyn owe Wyll 
t to applye to other mmẽnes Wyll / Kyle agaynſt thy 
lelfe # ſuffre nat pꝛyde to rayne in the / but ſhevv the 
ſo meke that al men may walke vpon the and trede 
vpon the as vpon clay in the way / what haſte thou 
vayne man ⁊᷑ vyle ſynner to complapne oꝛ to gayne 
ſap theym that myſſayeth the oꝛ vereth the:Whiche 
haſte ſo ofte offended thy loꝛde god and haſt lo ofte 
delerued helle by thyſpnfull lyuynge: but mp mers 
cifull ive ſight hath ſpared v; foꝛ loue that J haue 
to thy ſoule:that thou myghteſt kno we home well 
Jloue the: that thou ſhuldeſt be kynde ſt gyue the 


to true humtlyte a ſubiecciõ fo2 mp ſake paciẽtly ſuf 
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C The thyꝛde 
ferynge thy pꝛopꝛe contempte r deſpytes. 


¶ The. xb.chaptre:ot the hd Jugementes of God 
to be conſidered foꝛ y repꝛeſſyon of vayne glozp and 
magnykyinge ok man in graces receyued. 
T Hou good loꝛde ſayth the deuout ſoule chaſtp 
ſc terrybly thy tugementes vpon me ſo that 
With great tere thou alteriſt all my body t bonis to 
gyder my ſoule is troubled with great fere a dꝛed 
I ſtande aſtonyed ⁊ ſyder that heuynes be nat cle⸗ 
ne in thy lyght / it thou kounde thy augcls defectyne 
ſt impure:and therkoꝛe thou diddeſt nat ſpare theym 
What ſhall fall vpon me that am duſt # aſſhes þ aun 
gels tell frome heuen: what than may J pꝛeſume: 
Suche people as in ſemynge hadde woꝛkes ol com 
medacion haue fall full lo we: ſuche as were fedde 
With the mete of aũ gels J haue ſene be glad of ly 
nes mete. There is therkoꝛe no holynes in man if y 
loꝛde withdꝛa we thy hande. Noo Wyldome maye 
auayle if thou withdꝛaw thy hande of gouernaũce 
No ſure chaſtyte is if thou defende it nat / ne peopꝛe 


cuſtody may pꝛofite man:if that the helpe of god bc 


nat there. Foꝛ if we be tozlake of god almyghty we 
be dꝛo wned d we periſſhe. And if we be vyſited and 
helped we be rayſed vp to lyfe. Ok oure lelfe we be 
vnſtable:but by the good loꝛde we be confermed:⁊ 
made ſtcdfaſt we be colde of our ſelfe:but by the we 
be accẽded # kyndled i goodnes. O howe mekely # 
obtecte ought J tocolider my ſelte / ho we ſymple/ 
litell be my good dedes if J haue any How ꝓtoũde 
Imttatio criſti. J. u. 


— "Parte, 
[youghtJ to ſubmytte me to thy hpdde x depe iuge 
mentis good loꝛde wherin J fpnde mp ſelfe nothig 
valẽt ⁊ nought.O thou imelurable weight. o thou 
ipaſſable ſee voheri I tan nat fynde me but all peril 
lhed æ adnichilat / Where nowe is become all woꝛd 
ly gloꝛy what cõfidẽce may I haue ot all vayne glo 
ry p J haue be eralted by betoꝛe. Co al vapne Woꝛd 
ly gloꝛy is vanyſſhed by the depneſle of thy hyd iuge 
mentis » thou haſt ſhe wid vpõ me what is any ma 
i thy ſight good loꝛde:but cley oz erth # what map 
clay oꝛ erthe haue any gloztacion oꝛ pꝛyde agaynite 
his maker he thatharh his herte truly roted by loue 
t humbles in god may nat be extolled by no bayne 
-fjaterige agaynſt his pleaſure ne he ſhall nat be mo 
ued by any flaterynge that putteth his hole hope in 
god they that vſe ſuche flaterynge be nought # va⸗ 
niſſheth at the laſt with the ſoũde of woꝛdes:but p 
truthe of our loꝛde ſhall al wey abyde and alſo they 
With hym that cleueth to hym. 
C The. x vi.chaptre how a man ſhulde make his pe 
ticion to god. 

Ood loꝛde ſayth euery man ĩ peticiõ makige 

if this thynge that J aſke be to thy pleaſure 
if it be to thy honoure and il it be to me expedient /a 
pꝛofitable than graunt me it and to vſe it to thy ho⸗ 
noure and it thou good loꝛde knowe it noyous to 
me # vn ꝓkitable to mp ſoule than take fro me fuche 
deſy2e J beſeke the /cuerp delyꝛe cometh nat of the 
holy gooſt #thoughit ſeme to man good ⁊ rightwi 
le: yet it is harde to Juge trewlye in ſuche thynges 


C The thyꝛde 
whether good ſpyꝛyt oz euyll / oꝛ elles mines owne 
ſoule moue hym to deſp2e this thige oꝛp /fo2 many 
be dyſccpued in the later ende that lemed to be indu⸗ 
ced and led by a good ſpyꝛyt into ſuch deſyꝛes wher 
foʒe loc ought to deſyꝛe cuery thynge that we aſke 
oꝛ deſyꝛe / With dꝛede ol god a humblenes of hert/x 
that foꝛ man in all woꝛkes d deſyꝛes ſhuld comptte 
hym holly to god w reſygnacyon ol his pꝛoper Wyll 
ſayinge / Good lozde thou knoweſt what thynge is 
to me mooſt pꝛotitable / do with me in euery thyng 
after thy plealure a mooſt honoure / gyue me What 
thou Wylte # whan thou wylte / put me good loꝛde 
where thou wylte / and do with me thiges as thou 
wylt / Jam thy creature al way in thy hãdes / a thy 
ſeruaunt redy to thy beheſt J deſp2e nat to lyue to 
my ſelke but to the good loꝛde my god # lyke/ I bes 
letze p that J may lyue wozthelp to the. 
¶ The. x vii.chapter A pꝛayer a deſpze al way to [p< 
ue and to do the pleaſure ot god. 

O Thou mooſt benygne Jeſu graunt me be 
ö ſeke the ofthy grace that it euer be with me 
t woꝛke with me vnto my ende # gyue me grace e⸗ 
uer to deſyꝛe that thynge that is mooſt accepte to ðᷣ/ 
thy wyll be my Wyll /a my wyll al wey folo we thy 
Wyll x euer acoꝛde ther with / a ucuer diſcoꝛde fro it 
ſo p I may euer afferme me to thy Wyll / gyue me 
grace to dye to the woꝛlde i to all tpnges that be in 
the Woꝛlde / to loue to be vnknowen inthe wozlde 
fo: thy ſake / Gꝛaũt me aboue all deſyꝛes to reſt ĩ the 
by boly geace of herte / Foʒ thay:good loꝛde arte the 
Imitatio criſti. J. iii. 


Harte, 

very peaceX re ok mannes herte / and without the 
all thynges be harde a inquyete / wherkoꝛe J belcke 
the that J may euer reſt in the. Amen. 

¶ The. biii.chapter very ſolace #confozte is alon⸗ 
ly to be ſought in god. 

w Hat ſo euer thyng J map thynke oꝛ deſyꝛe to 
| my lolace #cofozte J loke nat foꝛ it here but 
J hope to haue it here ałter / Foꝛ it J alone had all Þ 
goodes and ſolaces of the woꝛlde / mpghte Joye 
in all delytes and pleaſures Woꝛldly J am aſcertap 
ned that they may nat lõge endure / ne Þ with them 
wherefoꝛe J kno we that mp ſoule map nat fully be 
recõtoꝛted ne pertytely ſatyſtyed but alonly in god 
almyghty / the which is the confozter ol pooꝛe men 
and the embꝛaſer of meke perſones / Abyde therkoze 
thou my ſoule abyde the pꝛomes of god almyghtye 
by good lyuynge and heuẽly delyꝛe / and thou ſhalt 
haue the abũdaüce ot all goodnes in heut fo2 if thou 
to inoꝛdynatly delyꝛe oz loue the goodes of this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent lyke / thou ſhalt leſe the heuẽly thynges eternall 
@Tempozall thynges be to the in vlage / and hcuelp 
in delpꝛe / thou mayſt nat be lacyat with thpnges te 
poʒall / foꝛ thou art nat ozdepned to ioye and reſt in 
them fpnallp / it thou hadeſt in poſſeſſyon all thiges 
create in erth thou canſt nat bebleſſyd in them / but 
alonlye in god almyghty the mater ok all thynges 
ſtãdeth thy kelycyte and beatytude / nat luche blyſſe 
which ts {cae#comedidoftheloucrs of the woꝛlde 
but ſuche toy and felycyte that good criſten folke a 
bpde d hope to hage/ Which ſpũall perſones ⁊ they þ 


¶ The thyꝛde 
be clene in herte ſome tyme taſteth whoſe auerſaciõ 


ol man is vayne and ſhoꝛte / but that cofozte that is 
perceyued ĩwardly in mannes ſoule truly is bleſſid 
here ta hope / A deuout perſone beteth al way about 
with hym i mynde his cofo2t Jeſu / ſayinge to hym 
buſyly by in warde ſpekynge / My loꝛde Jeſu aſſyſt 
and be nere me in euery place a tyme J beſeke the ⁊ 
that I may be cõtent ⁊ cõtoꝛted in the abſens # wa 
tynge ok all maͤnes ſolace toꝛ top of thyn / and if thy 
cõſolacyon be abſent fro me fo: any tyme / thy wyll 
tha # right wyſe ꝓbacyon be to me a hole ſolace / be 
thou nat al way wꝛothe with me J pꝛay the. 
¶ The.xir. chapter / how all buſines of our ſoule is 
to be put in god. 

One ſayth our loꝛde to his louer / ſuffer me 

do with the what pleaſeth me / Foꝛ J know 
What thynge is expedyẽt to the / Thou thpnkeſt as 
a man / thou fcleſt in many thynges after mãnes de 
ſyꝛe and affeccyon / Good loꝛde layth the loupnge 
ſoule to god / it is trouth that thou haſt ſapde Thy 
buſyneſſe foꝛ me is moꝛe than all my charge may be 
foꝛ my ſelle / He ſtandeth caſually and vnſtably that 
caſtith nat all his buſpnes i the / whyles my wyll is 
ſtable and ryghtwyſe do with me as it pleaſeth the 
It may nat be yll that thou doſt oz Wyll haue done 
about me / it thou wylt p J be in darkenes oꝛ lyght 
bicſſid be thou / oꝛ it thou Wylt haue me tobe ĩ welth 
oꝛ ellys in trybulacion / thy wyll be done #bleſſpd 
be thou / Done layth our lozde ſo thou muſt ſtande 


is heuenly # nat erthely / all woꝛldly ſolace # cofo:te 


Harte. 
ik thou wylt walke with me thou muſt be as redpe 
to ſuffre as totop:thoumult as gladlp ſuffer pouer- 
teXaduerſite as pꝛoſperite / and to haue ryches and 
welth L oꝛde ſayth the louer ok god/ J am tedye to 
take ot᷑thy hade what ſo euer thou ſendeſt me / and 
as gladly — by thy grace yll as good / bit 
ter thynges as lwete / heuythynges as glad to 
thãke thy goodnes koꝛ euery chaũce that thou ſhalt 
ſẽde me / kepe me J beſeke p from all ſynne / ĩ thã Y 
ſhall neyther dꝛede deth ne hell / And caſt me nat ky⸗ 
nally out ot the bo wels of thy mercy / ne do me nat 
out of the boke ol lyte / and nothynge ſhall noy me 
what ſo euer hardenes oꝛ trouble fall to me. | 
¶ The.rr.chapter tempoꝛall miſeryes we ought to 
ſuffre with Cryſte. 
S One lapyth our loꝛde to his louer / J delcẽdid 

kro heuen fo: thy helthe and laluacyon / J to⸗ 
ke vpon me thy myſeryes of my kaderly loue a cha⸗ 
ryte(and nat of neceſſpte)that thou myght lerne pa⸗ 
ciens at me and nat grutche / ne bere heuely tempo? 
rall mplerpes/Foz from the houre of my byꝛthe vn 
to my deth vpõ p croſſe / I neuer ceſſed of ſuffraũce 
of peynes / J ſuſſted great penury and defaute ok tẽ 
poꝛall thynges / J harde great grutchynge and cõ⸗ 
playntes made ot me /. — — cokuſpos 
and rep2eues.J recepued fo: mp bfifaptesbnkpnde 
nes agapne/#foz mp myꝛacles ſhewed J recepucd 
blaſphemes/fozmp doctryne J had repzeues/good 
loꝛde ſaythe the deuoute ſoule to god / Foꝛ as moche 
as thou waſtefounde loo pacyent in all thy lyte ful 
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a The thyꝛde 
kyllige (np vertu With other the coͤmaundement of 
thy kader / it is woꝛthy that J vn woꝛthy Wretch be 
re mepactently aftcr thy Wyll in all thynges J (hal 
bere the burden of this cozruptiblelpte as longe as 
thou wylt foꝛ the helth of my loule:foꝛ though this 
pꝛelent lyfe be tedious / yet it is made meritoꝛious 
and ealy by thy grace:and the moze tollerable and 
dere by thy bleſſpd eraumple ol — lyuynge / and 
of thy holy ſaĩtes. Allo this pᷣſent lyte is moꝛe light⸗ 
ſome and cofoztable tha it Was to the faders of the 
olde la we to whom the gate of heuen was ſhitte ſo 
that none myghte entre were they neuer ſo ryghte 
wyſe:vnto the ſufferaunce of thy holy paſſyon and 
deth wherby thou madeſt man kre fro euerlaſtinge 
deth # gaue them that they ſerued truly here in this 

moꝛtall lyfe fre entre into the kyngedome ok heuen / 

O good loꝛde what thankes and grace am J boun 
deto gyue the whiche haſt ſhewed vnto me and vn 

to all tepthfull people the very good and rightwis 

wap to thy euerlaſtynge kyugedome ok heuen. Foꝛ 

thy holy lyfe that thou lad is a wey to vs to folowe 


And by holy pacience we walke to the that arte our 


crowne. F oꝛ if thou hadeſt nat gone ałoꝛe vs # had 
ſhewed vnto vs the wayes of pactence and vertue 
who ſhulde haue kolowed the: A laſſe howe many 
ſhulde haue ſtande a backe karre fro ſuche vertues: 
ik they had nat ſene beholde thy vertuous exaum 
ples:we be yet ſlo we nat withſtãdynge that we he 
re thy great techynges z maruels. And what ſhuld 
We do it ſuch lyght of craumple Were nat. 


Harte. 

C The.rri.chaptreofſuffraunceof iniuries a who 
0 Od almyghty ſayth (is pucd very pacient 

to his ſeruaunt tedious # weryok tẽptacyõ: 
what ſpekeſt thou ſone. C eſſe ot thy complaynt con 
ſider myne ( with other ſayntes ) greuous pallyon / 
Thou haſt nat pet reliſted in ſufferaũce ot thy trou 
bles to the effuliõ of thy blode as we dyd thou haſt 
litel (uffred in cõpariſon of them that ſuffred ſo ma⸗ 
ny thynges fo: me / ſome in warre ſtroge tẽptaciõs 
ſome in greuous tribulacions with other thynges 
wherby they haue be ꝓued ̃ examyned / thou mult 
ther foꝛe remembzee the great thynges v other haue 
ſuffrcd bekoꝛe that thou mayſt bere thy lytell grefes 
moꝛe eſely i it thy troubles a other greues ſeme to 
p right great beware p thy ipacience marre it nat c 
whether they be lytell oꝛ great ſe thou bere all pacy 
ently Wout any grutchynge fo2 p moze thou diſpo⸗ 
ſeſt the toſuffre:the moꝛe Wyſlely thou doeſt # pᷣ eſc⸗ 
lper thou ſhalt ſuffre / the moꝛe meryte ſhalbe to 
ſay nat in thy excuſe. J may nat ſuſtre this thige ok 
ſuch a perlone he hath done me great harme and he 
diſclaũdꝛeth me w ſuch thiges as J neuer thoughte 
But J may wellſuifre other perſons # other thyn⸗ 
ges as J ought to do ſuch thoughtis and obſtacles 
p coſidercth nat the Gtue of patience ne the re warde 
therot but moe the perſons # offences done to hym 
He is nat very pacict that wyll nothyng ſuffre but 
as farre as it ts ſaten to hym and of luche as he can 
ſuffre. A very pacyent perſone põdereth nat of who 
oꝛot what perlone good no2 euyll pꝛelate oz kelowe 
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¶ The thyꝛde 

he be pꝛoued to luffre any hardenes oꝛ iniurye: but 
whan ſomeuer aduerſyte oz wꝛonge falleth to hym 
howe ſomeuer and ot whom itcometh a true pacy⸗ 
ent perſone taketh it pacyentlye + with thankes as 
ok the hande ol god à ſo doynge he winneth to hym 
reat merite / foꝛ nothynge he it neuer ſo lytel p mã 
uffreth foꝛ god:can nat paſſe without great meryt 
be thou therkoꝛe redy to luffre paciently aduerlites 
t to fight avyenſt thy impacient pꝛoude herte / ik thou 
wilt haue victoꝛve. Thou mayſt nat geteÞ Well of 
pacience without fight / it thou wylt nat (uffre ad⸗ 
uerlites thou refuſeſt to be crowned:wherkoꝛe if 3» 
wilt be crowaid thou muſt fight a ſtryue with thy 
fclfe ſtrõgly a ſuffre paciently ſuch euyls. Foꝛ With 
out laboure no man may come to reſt / ne withoute 
fight no man may haue victoꝛy / wWherkoꝛe good loꝛ 
de J beſeke the to make poſſible by thy grace to me 
d in mep̃ / that is ſene ĩpoſlible to me by nature thou 
knoweſt » J am euyll to ſuffre a p Jam ſone calte 
do wn by litel aduerſite arapſedagapn me J beſeke 
good loꝛde that all maneroftroWwble oꝛ aduerlite 
thou ſhalt ſende me:may be comedable # deſyꝛed 
oꝛ thy holy name foꝛ to ſuffte aduerſitees foz the is 

very helthfull a meryte to my ſoule. 
¶ The. xxti.chapter of the cõteſſyon of manes infp2 

mitees and of Woꝛdly myſcries. 

| KnoWlege mpne iniquite ageynſte me Jam 
ryghte febleand vnſtedkaſte: good loꝛde thou 
kno weſt the thynge p Jam diſcharged a caſt dow 
by oktẽ:is but of lytell valure oꝛ weyght J purpoſe 


Harte. 

C The.rri.chaptreofſuffraunceof iniuries a who 
0 Od almyghty ſayth (is ꝓued very pacient 

to his ſeruaunt tedious # weryok tẽptacyõ: 
what ſpekeſt thou ſone. C eſſe of thy complapnt con 
ſider myne ( with other ſapntcs)greuous pallyon / 
Thou haſt nat yet reliſted in lufferaũce ot thy trou 
bles to the effuliõ of thy blode as we dyd thou halt 
litel (uffred in cõpariſon of them that ſuffredſo ma⸗ 
ny thpnges fo: me/ſome in warre ſtroge tẽptaciõs 
ſome in greuous tribulacions with other thpnges 
wherby they haue be ꝓued # examyned / thou mult 
ther foꝛe remembꝛe the great thynges Þ other haue 
ſuftred befoze that thou mayſt bere thy lytell grefes 
moꝛe eſely # ił thy troubles a other greues leme to 
p right great beware ỹ thy ipactence marre it nat c 
whether they be lytell oꝛ great ſe thou bere all pacy 
ently Wout any grutchynge fo: Þ moꝛe thou diſpo⸗ 
ſeſt the to ſuffte:the moꝛe Wylely thou doeſt # pᷣ eſc⸗ 
lper thou ſhalt ſuffre / the moꝛe meryte ſhalbe to 8 
ſay nat in thy excuſe. J may nat ſuffre this thige of 
ſuch a perlone he hath done me great harme and he 
dilclatidzeth me w ſuch thiges as J neuer thoughte 
But J may well ſutre other perſons # other thyn⸗ 
ges as J ought to do ſuch thoughtis and obſtacles 
p cõlidereth nat the vᷣtue of patience ne the re warde 
therot but moꝛe the perſons # offences done to hym 
He is nat very pacict that wyll nothyng ſuffte but 
as farre as it is ſaten to hym and of luche as he can 
ſuffre. A very pacyent perſone põdereth nat of who 
0: ot what perſone good no: cuyll pꝛelate oz felowe 


C The thyꝛde 

he be pꝛoued to luffre any hardenes oꝛ iniurye: but 
whan ſomeuer aduerſyte oz wꝛonge falleth to hym 
howe ſomeuer and ot whom itcometh a true pacy⸗ 
ent perſone taketh it pacyentlye + with thankes as 
ok the hande ol god # ſo doynge he winneth to hym 
reat merite / foꝛ nothynge he it neuer ſo lytel p mã 
uffreth foz god:can nat paſſe without great meryt 
be thou therkoꝛe redy to ſuffre paciently aduerſites 
# to fight apenſt thy impacient pꝛoude herte / if thou 
wilt haue victoꝛve. Thou mayſt nat gete p well of 
pacience without fight / it thou wylt nat ſuffre ad= 
uerlites thou retuſeſt to be crowned:Wherfoze if 5 
Welt be crownid thou mult fight a ſtryue with thy 
ſelfe ſtrõgly #ſuffre paciently ſuch euyls. Foꝛ with 
out laboure no man may come to reſt / ne withoute 
fight no man may haue bictoꝛy / wherkoꝛe good loꝛ 
de J beſcke the to make poſſible by thy grace to me 
a mmep / that is ſene ipoſſible to me by nature thou 
knoweſt p J am euyll to ſuffre p̃ Jam ſone calte 
do wn by litel aduerſite arapſedagapn me J beleke 
ö good loꝛde that all maner ot tro wble oꝛ aduerlite 


thou ſhalt ſende me: may be comedable x deſyꝛed 
oꝛ thy holy name foꝛ to ſuffte aduerlitees foz the is 
very helthfull #merpte to my ſoule. 
¶ The. xxii.chapter of the cõteſſyon ofmanes intyꝛʒ 
mitees and of wozdly myſcries. 
| KnoWlege mpne tniquiteagepnſteme Jam 
rpghte feble and vnſtedkaſte:good loꝛde thou 
kno weſt the thynge Jam diſcharged a caſt dow 
by oktẽ:is but ot lytell valure oz weyght J purpoſe 


Harte. 
me ſtrongly to ſtande in well doynge: But whan a 
litell teptacton aſſayleth me I am greatlye anguyl⸗ 
ſhed / the thynge that J am moued # tẽpted by gre: 
uoully is but vyle / whan J thynke my felfe a ly⸗ 
tell ſiker of lytel reſt that J lomtyme haue / J fynde 
me ſoone atter ouertome ot a lytell blaſte of tẽptacy 
on. Beholde therfoze good loꝛde my fraylte knowe 
to the in all thynges that J am pꝛoued by / haue mer 
cy on me Jbeſtke the and delyuer me from fplth of 
ſynne pᷣ J be nat faſtened therin ne ouercome ther- 
by I haue great remoꝛſe ⁊ often Jam confounded 
bcfo:e the a that Jam ſo vnſtedfaſte and krayle to 
gaynſtande my paſſions. And thoughe they dꝛawe 
me nat to the cõſent ot ſynne pet theyꝛ perſecucyõ d 
cõtynuall inſuynge is to me rpght greuous and he 
up / and it is to me right tideous to lyue i batayle at 
ſtryte. Therby J kno we the better myne inkyꝛmy⸗ 
te Foꝛ wicked a abhomynable fantaſies do ryſe in 
me to my trouble loner than they goo oꝛ paſſe from 
me whertoꝛe J belcke the god almyghty ⁊ louer of 
fepthfull ſoules to beholde w thy gractous conſide⸗ 
cacionp labour #affliccio of me thy ſeruaũt ⁊᷑ aſiſt 
me with thy mercikull helpe in all nedes d ſtrengthe 
me with heuenly tregthe ỹ the tẽptar of mã:oꝛ mp 
wꝛetched kleſſhe nat yet fully ſubdued to my ſpirite 
haue nat dominacion vpõ mp ſpirite ayẽſt whom 7 
muſt fight cõtynually whyles that Flpueithts mi 
lerable lyte Alas whatmanera lyte is this: where 
tribulaciõs miſeries haboũdeth where all places 
be ful of enemyes a ſnarcs to ouercome # cache mJ 
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¶ The thyꝛde 
Joꝛ whan one tẽptacion oz trouble ceſſeth:anothet 
tometh. Allo the firſtc contlycte oꝛ trouble pet du⸗ 
rynge / many other ſodaynlye tyſe. How map this 
lyte be beloued that hath ſo many bytternes and is 
ſo full ot myſeryes:ho w may it be called a lyfe that 
gendꝛeth ſo many dethes x goſtely infeccions / and 
yet it is beloued and with great gladncs delyted # 
ioyed in. The woꝛlde is oftc repꝛoued fo2 5ᷣ it is dyſ⸗ 
ccytfull and vapne.And yet it is nat ſoone fozſake 
whyle thecocupylcece ot the fleſſhe reygneth:lome 
thynges ithe woꝛlde inducith man to loue the woꝛl 
de à lome other to deſpyſe it:the cõcupiſcẽce of man⸗ 
nes fleſſhe/p delyze of mancs eye / a pꝛyde of p herte 
But the peynes and the mpſerpes kolowynge gen⸗ 
dꝛe hate and cotempte of the woꝛlde yet foꝛ all ſuche 
myleryes the euyll delectacion of mpnde that ts ge: 
uen to the woꝛldly pleaſure ouercometh the heuen⸗ 
ly delyze / a ſuche carnall delyte reputeth felycpte to 
be vader ſuch ſenſuall pleaſure.oꝛ ſuch neyther (a 
uer ne taſte p ſwetnes of god / ne p in warde ioy of 
vertue. They that deſppſce the Woꝛlde a ſtudy to ly⸗ 


ue # ſerue god vnder holy diſcyplync they taſte pᷣ (a 


uour ot heuẽly thiges ꝓmiſed to ſuch goſtly tpucrs 
they allo ſeverely p errour# diſceyte of the woꝛlde. 
C The. rriit.chapiterhovweman ſhuld reſt in god a 
boue all gyftes and goodes erthely. 
O Thou my loule reſt thou aboueallthinge in 
our lozde God fo2 he is Þ eternall reſt ot ſayn 
tes. Gyue me lwete Jeſu mooſt louable ot all other 
grace foꝛ to reſt in the aboue all other creatures /a 
Imitatio criſtt. Bl, 


Harte, 

boue all helth andbeawte/aboueall glozy/honour 
power #dpgipte:aboueall ryches cũnynge ſubtyl 
te oꝛ crattis aboue all gladnes / ioy / kame / oz laude 
aboue all ſwetnes / cõſolacyon / hope /o ꝓmyſe:a⸗ 
boue all meryte / deſyze / oꝛ gyftes:v thou mapſt gy 
ue to me body oꝛ ſoule / aboue all ioy 02 iubylacyon 
that mannes mynde map kele and compꝛyle. And a⸗ 
boue all heuely ſpyꝛytes With all other thynges vy 
ſyble iuiſible that is nat thy ſelte foꝛ thou good loꝛ 
de amõ ge all thiges art beſt/hveſt / mooſt mighty Z 
mooſt ſuſticiẽt:thou art mooſt ſwete/fayꝛeſt mooſt 
louable mooſt noble a gloꝛyoꝰaboue all i whom all 
other goodes be ꝑkytely / haue be a ſhalbe. Ind ther 
foꝛe what euer it be that thou gyueſt me (thy ſelfecr 
cepte ) it is inſuſfycient:oꝛ my hert map nat vcrely 
reſt ne holy be content:but in the that ſurmounteſt 
cuery creature oꝛ thynge. O mp moſt amtable ſpou 
ſe cryſte ieſu mooſt pure louet:⁊ loꝛde ot euery crea⸗ 
ture:graunt me I pꝛay the wynges ofverplpberte 
that ] map tle a reſt in the my keruent loue# deſyꝛe 
O Whan ſhall it be gyuen to me fully tovnderſtade 
le howeſwete and good my loꝛde God is:? whan 
ſhall I fully gader me in the / ſo that fo2 thy loue J 
ſhall nat fele my ſelte:but the alonly that excedeſt all 
kno wlege ⁊ melure. Nowe J ofte ſoꝛowe ⁊ moꝛne 
bere me in kelycyte:a lamentable myſerve p J am 
in with great heuynes. Foꝛ many cupls aſlayle me 
in this vale ol mylery they ſoꝛe trouble me and alſo « 
ofteblynde me / dyſtroyeth and letteth me: that J 
map nat haue fre acceſſe to the:ne haue thy lWete en 
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¶ The thyꝛde 
bꝛalynge that the bleſſyd ſppzytes haue contynual- 
ly with all tocũdite a top. J pꝛay Þ that my ſyghes 
dt inly deſyzes with mp inanpfolde deſolacyõs may 
moue thy goodnes to euclync to my deſyꝛes / o ieſu 
the lyght x clerte of cuetlaſtynge gloꝛye the ſolace + 
contoꝛte of waytatynge ſoules:my ſoule ſpckyth to 
the with ſtyll delyꝛt:and my mouth withoutvoyce 
Ho we loge taryeth my loꝛde god to come. J belctze 
hym to come to me his poꝛe ſeruaunt to my cololaci 
on # gladnes. Sende he his hande a power to dely 
uer me krom all anguyſſhe. Come good loꝛde foꝛ w 
but the IJ can haue no gladde day oꝛ hour thou arte 
my ioye # without the mp mpnde# boꝛde is voyde 
J ama wꝛetche and as a pꝛyſoner fetred withoute 
all 2fozt agteued tyll tyme that may be refrcſlhid 
With thy pꝛeſens # ſo reſtoꝛed to lyberte / ſhe we me 
therfoze Ibeſeke the thy fauour & gracious pꝛeſens 
Let other ſeke foꝛ p what ſo euer they wyll nothig 
plealeth me ne ſhall doo but thou my loꝛde god that 
art my hope t eternall heith J ſhall nat ceſſe to pꝛay 
ſt call top tyll thou returne to me by thy grace # ſſe 


ke to me inwardly laying / lo J am here come to the 


fo: thou called me / thy terys #the deſyꝛe of thy ſoul 
thy hũyliaciõ c 2tricton ot᷑ hert hath made me encly 
ne #b20ught me to the. And Jagayne to mp loꝛde 
good loꝛde I called the # haue dcſpzed to ioye in the 
all other thynges lette ⁊ foꝛlakẽ fo2 the. Thou loꝛde 
dyd kyꝛſt excyte me to ſeke the / bleſſyd be thou that 
haſt wzought ſuch goodnes W thy ſeruaũt alter thy 
great merci / what thuld thy ſeruaũt moꝛe do oꝛ ſap 
Imitatio criſti. K. li. 


Parte, 

befoze the goodlozde:but to humble hym to thy ma 
geſte al way mpudefull of his pꝛopꝛe kraylte # wpce 
kednes. None is lyke to the good loꝛde in all p mar⸗ 
uelous creatures ĩ heuẽ ⁊ erth / all thy Wozkes that 
thou halt wꝛought beverp good # thy domes right 
wyſe a trewe / a by thppupdes all thiges be gouer 
ned. Laude # glozp be to the that arte the wyldome 
ok thy father celeſtyall. My loule / my mouth / W all 
partyes may loue the and pꝛayle the with all other 
creaturis Wout ende. Amen. ¶ The. xxiiii.chapter 
a temembꝛaũce oꝛ repetynge ot py biifapres of god. 
0 Ood loꝛde open my herte in thy la we / and i 

thy pᷣceptes make me to walke. Make me al 
Way to vnderſtande thy Wyll and pleaſute ⁊ dyly⸗ 
gently to 2ſider with reuerẽce thy bñtaytes both in 
generall + in ſpecyall Þ J may de wly thanke the J 
kno we and confeſle foʒ trothe that J may nat gpue 
to the due thankes koꝛ the leſt benefpte that thou gy⸗ 
ueſt and am vn woꝛthy therof wha J conlyder thy 
excellence and nobleneſſe my ſppzpte fayleth in mie 
fo: che great magnytude thereof. All thynges p we 
haue in body oꝛ ſoule Within oꝛ without naturallye 
0:(upnaturally we haue of thy gykte xall thep com 
mende the of whom all goodnes cometh / though 
ſome perceyue ot thy larges mo graces 02 bfikaites 
and ſome fe wer:yet all that we haue cometh of the 
ſt the leeſt gylte map nat be had without p / he that 
recepucth moze boũteuoully of thy graces may nat 
top therin as he had them ol his owe merytes no2 
he may nat very Woꝛthely exalte hym ſelfe aboue o⸗ 


| C Thethyde 
ther ne byippende his inferpoure oꝛthe pooꝛe / koꝛ 
he that alcrybeth nat to hym felfe ne to his merytes 
but onely to the goodnes of god is moꝛe meke aud 
in gyuynge thakcs vnto god moze deuout / and he 
that fo2 all ſuche pꝛerogatyues repꝛeueth hym lelke 
mooſt vyle and vnwoꝛthy of other:he is moꝛe apte 
to ꝑceyue of the hãde ot almyghty god moꝛe larger 
gyttes / and he ỹ perceyueth fewer gpftes of God 
ought nat thertoꝛe to be heuy ne wꝛothe / ne enupo? 
dayeſt his rycher: but he ought rather thake p good 
nes ot god that ſo frely a ſo abtidatly gyueth to his 
creatures Wout any pſonall 2cepct6 all thiges come 
of p / a therkoze thou art to be magnpfped # pꝛayſed 
in all thiges / thou knoweſt good loꝛde what thing 
is expedyẽt to be gyuen vnto euery man / and why 
this ꝑlone receyueth of thy larges moꝛe /a an other 
leſle / it ptepgneth not vnto vs but to the to dilcerne 
the which alonly knoweſt euery mannys merytes 
I repute it foz a great benefpte gyuen to me of thy 
goodnes p Jhaue nat gret gyftis wherby J ſhuld 
haue any payne laude oꝛ pꝛavſynge outwardlye of 
the people / ſo it man cõſyder Well his vpictepoucrte 
# great indygẽte / he wolde nat be heuy # troubled 
in hym lelte / but he Wolde rather take therof great 
conſolacion ᷣ gladnes of ſoule / toꝛ thou good loꝛde 
chole and oo contynually choſe pooꝛe and humble / 
t iuch as the woꝛlde diſpiſeth to thy ſeruyce ̃ famy 
lyaryte / as is ſhewed manyfeſtly by p apoſtles [pn 
uletly choſen of d whom thou made pꝛynces of all 
$ wore thatnatwithſtadpnge theyz Ons t 
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Harte; 

lyuynge was without repꝛele amo ge men ofhtible 
t ſymple Woute deceyte # matycethat they ſuffered 
gladly fo: thy name rep̃uynge a ſcourgynges and 
greuous peynes W dethat p laſt p which all be hoz- 
tyble q diſpyttull to wozldly folke / wherekoꝛe ther 
bought nothynge to glad thy louer ⁊ kno wer ot thy 
bũkytes as thy Wyll to befulfplled ihym + the plea: 
ſure otthy eternall diſpoſycion / wherol he oughte 
to beſo Wel atẽte #pleaſed as at þ oꝛdenaũce of god 
it is to hym as lete to be pᷣ leeſt a lowiſt as an other 
deſp:eth to be hyeſt a mooſt repute ⁊ to be content # 
pleaſed W the lo weſt place as an other w the hyeſt x 
to be as gladly abiecte / dylpycable as other doth 
delyze to be hye aboue other ĩ the woꝛlde / ſoꝛ thy 
loue a wyll good loꝛde ought to pᷣcell all other thin 
ges d moꝛe to pleaſe man tha all other bfifptes gy⸗ 
uen oꝛ to be gyuen to man. CThe.rxv.chapt 
ter/howe.titt.thynges — — to man. 
H Oure thiges lone therhe that make a man to 

be in great peaſe a lyberte of ſoule / fyꝛſt is þ 
a man ſhall ſtudy rather to do and folo we an other 
mannys Wyll thã his owne / an other is to choſe to 
haue leſſe of tẽpoꝛall goodes oz woꝛſhyppes rather 


thi moze:the thyꝛde is to choſe euer pᷣ lower ſete 02 


place ⁊ to bevnder alma & nat aboue / the.iiii.is to 
deſp2e that the wyll ol god he holy done in the / luch 
a pſoneentreth the endis ol peaſe ⁊ reſt / loꝛde ſayth 
p deuout ſoule / thy wozde foꝛelayd is ſhoꝛt # cõtey⸗ 
ner of great ꝑfeccyon it is lytell and ſhozt in paun- 
ctaciõ xfullilence q oᷣtue / I coulde lll kepe it 


¶ The thyꝛde 
Iſhuld nat be ſo ſoone troubled as J am koꝛ as ofte 
as Jam greued ⁊᷑ dyſpleaſyd / I tynde in me that J 
oo lo ofte from this doctryne but thou good loꝛde 
? all map/xalſoloucth welc and pzofite of mannes 
oule encreaſe thy grace in me J map accoplyſſhe 
thy woꝛde vuto my ſaluacyon. ¶ The. xxbi.cha⸗ 
pytet /a pꝛavet agayne euyll thoughtes. 
11 god J beſckethe nat to be lõge abſent 
kro me / but gyue al way hede to me ĩ helpig 
me / bayne thoughtes haue rpſen agayne me with 
many terrous that haue troubled me / how ſhall Y 
palle vnhurte / and ho we ſhall I bꝛeke them and el⸗ 
cape but tfthou helpe / thou (apſt to thy ſeruaunt J 
ſhall go befoze the / I ſhall hũble them that Joy & 
truſte in erthely gloꝛye J (hall open to the the gatis 
ok dartzenes # J lhall ſhe w the my lecretis do good 
loꝛde as thou ꝓmyſeſt d well i me a chaſe fro me all 
wicked a euyll thoughtes my hope # retuge ſiguler 
is to fle to the in euety trybulacion x to call vpõ the 
with i warde cofidece to be helped paciẽtly abydige 
thy conſolacyon. ¶ The. xxvii.chapter a deuout 
pꝛayer foꝛ the illumynacyon ofmanes mynde. 
O Thou good theluclaryfyeme with p clerete 
ol euetlaſtyng lyght # chaſe fro myn hert all 
maner darkenes / ſtablyſſhe the great vagacions of 
my mynde that F ſuffre / bꝛeke # deſtroy the byolẽt 
tẽptacyõs that J am acõbꝛed With fyght ſtrõgly fog 
me ⁊ tere away the euyll beſtes that is to ſap my le⸗ 
cherous cõcupyſſens p Jam moued ⁊ tpted by /p 
peace may be ĩme by thy Htue # myght / lo that lau⸗ 


Parte. 

boue all helth and beawte / aboue all gloꝛy / honour 
power ã dygnyte:aboue all ryches clinpnge ſubtyl 
te oꝛ craftts aboue all gladnes / ioy / fame / o laude 
aboue all (wetnes / cõſolacyon / hope / oꝛ ꝓmyſe:a⸗ 
boue all meryte / deſyꝛe / oꝛ gyftes:p thou mayſt gy 
ue to me body oꝛ ſoule / aboue all ioy 02 iubylacyon 
that mannes mynde map kele and compꝛyle. And a⸗ 
boue all heuely ſpyꝛytes With all other thynges vy 
ſyble x iuiſible that is nat thy (clfe fo2 thou good loꝛ 
de amõge all thiges art beſt/hveſt / mooſt mighty X 
mooſt ſufficiẽt:thou art mooſt ſwete /fayꝛeſt mooſt 
louable mooſt noble a gloꝛvoꝰ aboue all i whom all 
other goodes be ꝑkytely / haue be a ſhalbe. And ther 
foze What euer it be that thou gyueſt me (thy ſelfecr 
cepte) it is inluifpctent:Fo2 my hert map nat vcrely 
reſt ne holy be content:but in the that ſurmounteſt 
cuery creature 02 thynge.O mp molt amiable ſpou 
ſe cryſte ieſu mooſt purelouer:+lo2de ofeuerp crea: 
ture:graunt me p2ap the wynges ok very lyberte 
that Þ map kle a reſt in the my keruent loue a deſp2e 
O whan ſhall it be gyuen to me fully to vnderſtãde 
g ſe howelwete and good my loꝛde God is: whan· 
ſhall I fully gader me in the / lo that foꝛ thy loue 7 
ſhall nat fele my ſelte:but the alonly that excedeſt all 
kno wlege ⁊ melure. Nowe J ofte ſoꝛowe ⁊ moꝛne 
X bere nie in kelycyte:a lamentable myſerve p J am 
in with great heuynes. Foꝛ many cupls aſlaple me 
in this vale ol mylery they ſo:e trouble me and alſo 
olkte blynde me / dyſtroyeth and letteth me: that J 
map nat haue fre àcceſſe to the:ne haue thy lwete en 


¶ The thyꝛde 

bꝛalvnge that the bleed ſpyꝛytes haue contynual⸗ 
ly with all tocũdite a ioy. J pꝛay Þ that my ſyghes 
ſt inly deſyꝛes with mp manpfolde deſolacyos may 
moue thy goodnes to enclync to my deſyꝛes /o ieſu 
the lyght 2 clerte of cuetlaſtynge gloꝛye the ſolace a 
confozte ot᷑ wayfarynge ſoules:my ſoule ſpckyth to 
the with ſtyll dcſp2e;and my mouth withoutvoyce 
Ho we löge taryeth my loꝛde god to come. J belcke 
hym to come to me his poꝛe ſeruaunt to my cõſolaci 
on # gladnes. Sende he his hande a power to dely 
uer me rom all anguyſſhe. Come good loꝛde foꝛ w 
out the J can haue no gladde day oꝛ hour thou arte 
my ioye # without the my mynde at boꝛde is voyde 
J ama wꝛetche and as apzploncrfetred withoute 
all 2fozt agteued tyll tyme that J may be refrcllhid 
with thy pꝛeſens a ſo reſtoꝛed to lyberte / ſhewe me 
therfoze Jbelcke the thy fauour ct gracious pꝛeſens 
Let other ſeke fo2 y what ſo euer they wyll nothig 
plcaſeth me ne ſhall doo but thou my loꝛde god that 
art my hope cc eternall heith F hall nat ceſſe to pꝛay 
ſt call top tyli thou returne to me by thy grace # ſc 
ke to me inwardly laying / lo J am here come to the 
fo: thou called me /thy terys #the deſyꝛe of thy ſoul 
thy huůyliaciõ d 2tricton ot᷑ hert hath made me encly 
ne ã bʒought me to the. And Jagayne to mp lode 
good loꝛde I called the # haue dcſpzed to ioye in the 
all other thynges leftc#+ fo2ſake fo2 the. Thou loꝛde 
dyd kyꝛſt excyte me to leke the / bleſſyd be thou that 
haſt wꝛought ſuch goodnes W thy ſeruaũt alter thy 
great merti / what lhuld thy ſeruaũt moꝛe do oz ſap 
Imitatio criſti. K. li. 


Harte, 

befoze the good loꝛde: but to humblehymto thy ma 
geſte al way mpudefull of his pꝛopꝛe fraylte # wyc⸗ 
nednes. None is lyke to the good loꝛde in all p mar⸗ 
uelous creatures ĩ heuẽ à erth / all thy woꝛkes that 
thou haſt wꝛought beverp good # thy domes right 
wyle a trewe / a bp thy pupdes all thiges be gouer 
ned. Laude ⁊᷑ gloꝛy be to the that arte the wyldome 
ol thy father celeſtyall. My loule / my mouth / W all 
partyes may loue the and pꝛayſe the with all other 
creaturis Wout ende. Amen. ¶ The. xxiiii.chapter 
a remembꝛaũce 02repetpnge ot p bñũfaytes of god. 
0 Ood loꝛde open my herte in thy la we / and i 

thy ficeptes make me to walke. Make me al 
Way to vnderſtande thy wyll and pleaſure ⁊ dyly⸗ 
gently to 2ſider with reuerece thy bfikaptcs both in 
generall ⁊ in ſpecyall p I map de wly thanke the J 
kno we and confeſle foꝛ trothe that J may nat gpue 
to the due thankes foꝛ the leſt benekyte that thou gy⸗ 
ueſt and am vn woꝛthy therof wha J conſpder thy 
excellence and nobleneſſe my ſpyꝛyte kayleth in me 
fo: the great magnytude thereof. All thynges Þ we 
haue in body oꝛ ſoule within oꝛ without naturallye 
0:(upnaturally We haue ot thy gykte x all thep com 
mende the of whom all goodnes cometh / ã though 
ſome perceyue ot thy larges mo graces 02 bfifaites 
and ſome fe wer:yet all that we haue cometh of the 
t the leeſt gyfte may nat be had without p / he that 
recevueth moze boũteuoully of thy graces may nat 
top therin as he had them ol his o one merytes noꝛ 
he may nat bery Woꝛthely exalte hym ſelfe aboue o⸗ 


| CTheth 

ther ne vylypende his tafcrpoure oꝛ the pooꝛe / koꝛ 
he that alcrybeth nat to hym felfe ne to his merytes 
but onely to che goodnes of god is moꝛe meke aud 
in gyuynge thãkes vnto god moe deuout / and he 
that fo2 all ſuche pꝛerogatyues repꝛeueth hym lelke 
mooſt vple and vnwoꝛthy of other:he is moꝛe apte 
to ꝑceyue of the hãde ot almyghty god moꝛe larger 
gyttes / and hep perceyueth ke wer gyftes of God 
ought nat thertoꝛe to be heuy ne Wꝛothe / ne enupo? 
ayeſt his rycher: but he ought rather thate good 
nes of god that ſo frely a ſo abũdãtly gyueth to his 
creatures wWout any pſonall 2cepct6 all thiges come 
of p / a thertoze thou art to be magnytyed # pꝛayſed 
in all thiges / thou knoweſt good loꝛde what thing 
is expedyẽt to be gyuen vnto euery man / and why 
this ꝑſone receyueth of thy larges moꝛe / an other 
leſle / it ptepgneth not vnto vs but to the to dilcerne 
the which alonly knoweſt euerp mannys merytes 
I repute it toꝛ a great benetyte gyuen to me ot᷑ thy 
goodnes p I haue nat gret gyttis wherby J ſhuld 
haue any vayne laude oꝛ pꝛayſynge out wardlye of 
the people / ſo it man cõſyder Well his vylete pouerte 
& great indygẽce / he wolde nat be heuy # troubled 
in hym lelte / but he Wolde rather take therof great 
conſolacion a gladnes of ſoule / toꝛ thou good loꝛʒde 
chole and do contynually choſe pooꝛe and humble / 
Eluchas the woꝛlde diſpiſeth to thy ferupce# famp 
lyaryte / as is ſhewed-manpfeſtlp by p apoſtles (pn 

uletly choſen of yp Whom thou made pꝛynces of all 

wozlde. thatnatwithſtadynge n # 

{ 


Jinitattocriltt, 


ſyuynge was without repꝛele ambge men ofhiible 
« ſymple Woute deceyte 4 malycethat they ſuffered 
gladly fo: thy name repuynge a ſcourgynges and 
greuous peynes w dethat p laſt þ which all be hoz- 
tyble diſpyttull to wonldly folke / wherekoꝛe ther 
ought nothynge to glad thy louer # kno wer ot thy 
bfifptes as thy Wyll to be fulfplled ihym + the plea: 
ſure ofthp eternall diſpolycion / wherot᷑ he oughte 
to beſo Wel atẽte #pleaſed as at þ oꝛdenaũte of god 
it is to hym as lete to be pᷣ leeſt a lowiſt as an other 
deſyꝛeth to be hyeſt # mooſt repute à to be content a 
pleaſed W the lo weſt place as an other w the hyeſt x 
to be as gladly abiecte / dyſppcable as other doth 
delyze to be hype aboue other ĩ the woꝛlde / ioꝛ thy 
loue # wyll good loꝛde ought to pᷣcell all other thin 
ges d moꝛe to pleaſe man tha all other bñfytes gy⸗ 


uen oꝛ to be gyuen to man. ¶ The. xx v.chapi 
tet / ho we. tiii.thynges ——— to man. 


HA ethat make a man to 
be in great peaſe a lyberte of ſoule / fyꝛſt is pᷣ 
a man ſhall ſtudy rather to do and folo we an other 
mannys Wyll thã his owne / an other is to choſe to 
haue leſſe of tẽpoꝛall goodes oz woꝛſhyppes rather 
thi moꝛe:the thyꝛde is to choſe euer pᷣ lo wer ſete 02 
place ⁊ to bevnder alway æ᷑ nat aboue / the. tiii.is to 
deſyꝛe that the Wyll ol god be holy done in the / ſuch 
a pſoneentreth the endis o peaſe a reſt / loꝛde ſayth 
p deuout ſoule / thy wozde foꝛeſayd is ſhoꝛt x cõtey⸗ 
ner of great ꝑeccyon it is lytell and ſhozt tn ꝓnun⸗ 
ciaciõ ⁊ full ĩ ſence ; wtue / t I coulde will kepe it 


¶ The thyꝛde 
Ichuld nat be ſo ſoone troubled as J am fo as ofte 
as J am greued ⁊ dyſpleaſyd / I tynde in me that J 
goo lo oftefrom this doctryne but thou good loꝛde 
all may / ĩ alſo loueth ele and pꝛolite of mannes 
oule encreaſe thy grace in me J may accoplpllhe 
thy woꝛde vuto my laluacyon. ¶ The.xxbi.cha⸗ 
pytet /a pꝛayet agayne euyll thoughtes. 
1 god J beſcke the nat to be lõge abſent 
kro me / but gyue al way hede to me ĩ helpig 
me / bayne thoughtes haue rpſen agayne me with 
manp terrous that haue troubled me / how ſhall Y 
paſſe vnhurte / and ho we ſhall Jbzeke them and el⸗ 
cape but it thou helpe / thou (ayſt to thy ſeruaunt J 
ſhall go befoze the /ã J ſhall hũble them that Joy & 
truſte in erthely glozpeT (hall open to the the gatis 
ol darkenes # J hall ſhe w the my lecretis do good 
loꝛde as thou ꝓmyſeſt d well ime #chaſe fro me all 
wicked a euyll thoughtes my hope a refugeſiguler 
is to fle to the in euety trybulacion x to call vpo the 
with i warde cofidece to be helped paciẽtly abydige 
thy conſolacyon. ¶ The. xxvii.chapter a deuout 
pꝛayer foꝛ the illumynacyvon of manes mynde. 
O Thou good iheſu claryfye me with þ clerete 
ol euetlaſtyng lyght # chaſe tro myn hert al 
maner darkenes / ſtablyſſhe the great vagacions o 
my mynde that J ſuffre / bꝛeke deſtroy the byolẽt 
teptacyõs that I am acõbꝛed With fyght ſtrõgly foz 
me a kere away the euyll beſtes that is to ſay my le⸗ 
cherous cõcupyſſens p Jam moucd a tepted by /p 
peace may be ĩme by thy tue myght / ſo that lau⸗ 


| Harte. : 

de tnay ſounde tothe in ? hall of my ſoule comatide 
the wyndes a tẽpeſtis of trouble # tẽptaciõ # the lce 
full ot monſtres #parcls to ceaſe / lay to the noꝛth 
wynde that it blowe nat / and than ſhalbe a great 
trãquilite / ſende out thy lyght ol truthe that it may 
ſhyne vpõ crthe/fo2 I am as the erth vayne # bare 
vnto thou illumyne me / ſende out thy grace from a 
boue / anoynt my hert w thy grace celeſtyall / lende 
into me the terys ot deuocyon to make moyſte and 
wete mp dꝛy ſoule it may bꝛynge koꝛthe good fru⸗ 
te #p trute ot god warkynge / rayſe vp my mynde 
the which is oppꝛellyd w ỹ burden of ſyn t ſuſpẽde 
my delyze holy to heuẽly thinges ſo that ö [wetnes 
of heuenly kelycyte taſted / J may lothe to thynke ol 
erthely thynges / rauyſſhe me from p vnltedfaſt con 
ſolacid ot᷑ all creatures / foʒ no creat thige may fully 
ſatyltye myn appetyte Joyne me good loꝛde to the 
w the bãde ol inleperable loue / fo thou alone ſuſty⸗ 
ſyſt to thy louer / and without the all other thynges 
be vayne and ot no valure. 
¶ The.xxviii.chapter /ho we a man ſhulde eſche we 
to enquyꝛe bulyly of an other mannes dedes. 
l One laͤyth god to his louet / be thou nat cut 

rio? to ſekevanites oʒ euyll queſtiõs of other 
meanps couerlacton i woꝛde 02 dede / kolowe thou 
me what ꝑteyneth to p this 02 pᷣ / oꝛ what this man 
is 02 that / oꝛ ellys what this man doth o2 ſaith / and 
what p/thouſhalt nat gyue accopt foꝛ other ments 
dedys but fo: thyn owe lelfe / wherkoꝛe tha doſt Þ 
W:ap the in luch vayne que ſtyons / J knoWe eucrp 


_  CThethyzde 

manW his coucrſacyon /a I ſe euery thynge vnder 
ſoñe J know euery man What he thiketh/willeth 
ayth oz doeth / and to what ende he entendethe his 
Werke / thou ſhuld therfozecompt all thiges to me ⁊ 
to my iugement / and to kepe thy ſelſe in good peaſe 
let hym that wãdꝛeth wander and dꝛyue as he wpl 
At the laſt ſhall fall vnto hym p he hath deſerued in 
Woꝛde oꝛ dede fo he may nat decepue me. Deſyꝛe 
thou nat great fame out warde ne — — 
te w foltze no pꝛyuate loue ot any pſon foꝛtheſe thyn 
ges gẽdꝛeth diſtraccyds of manes ſoule a great cr- 
tours #darkenes ofmanes hert i Wolde ſpeke to p 
gladly my woꝛdis of my coticels # ſecretis I Wolde 
ſhe we p ik ÿ wolde dylygently obſerue my comige 
openyng p doꝛe of thy herte to me / be thou ꝓuidẽt ⁊ 
Wakynge in pꝛayers / humblyng the i all thynges. 
¶ The. xxix. Chapiter / In What thynges ſtandeth 

very peace and pꝛokyte of man. 
(1 One J ſayde ones to mp dyſcyples J leue 
peace W you and gyue you my peaſe J gyue 
pou my peace nat as Þ woꝛlde doth v nowe gyueth 
N rd, now troubles + warre/all folke deſp2e peace 
ut all doth nat ſcke the very thynges v ptapne to 
peace. My peace is Whilble perſons # innocent thy 
peace (hall be in moch paciẽs / it thou wilt here me X 
tolowe my woꝛde thou ſhalt haue moche peace ĩ all 
thy werkis take hede what thou doſt ſap 02 intedig 
al wey to pleaſe me only / nothyng without me to 
deſyze 02 leke / allo be thou nat curioꝰ oꝛ buſy to dil 
ccrne 02 iuge other menis Woꝛdes 02 dedes ne mell 


Parte. 

nat of thynges that be nat perteynyngc to the / and 
thus doynge thou ſhalt lytle oz ſeldome be troubled 
neuer to ſuffer any heuynes oꝛ perturbacyon ot bo⸗ 
dy oz ſoule longeth nat to this lyfe:but to the eſtate 
ok the lyfe to come / where euer quyetnes #pcace is 
ſappole nat therfozepþ thou haſt founde very peace 
fo: þ thou feleſt no heuynes ne grauyte / ne thpnke 
nat that all is well about the / if thou haue no aducr 
ſary / ne ſuffre cõtradiccion / noꝛ repute nat the ther 
foꝛe ꝑkyte / foꝛ Þ all thynges be done after thy myn⸗ 
de d deſyꝛe / noꝛz thou ſhalt nat repute the to be belo⸗ 
ued / oꝛ to be in the fauour oꝛ grace With almyghtye 
God ik thou haue any gyfte of ſwetnes oꝛ deuocion 
foza true louer ot vertu is nat knowẽ in ſuch thyn⸗ 
ges noꝛ the pꝛołyte oz pfeccion of man ſtandeth nat 
in ſuche but in that rather ỹ thou offredeſt thy ſcife 
With all thyn herte vnto p wyll ok god / nat ſckpng 
thy goodys oz thyne owne wWyll to be done in lytle 

moche ſo that thou take euenly with thankes pꝛo 
ſperous thynges and aduerlytees / weyinge alli a 
lyke balaunce / ik thou be ſo ſtronge in hope py when 
thou lackeſt in warde conſolacyon / than thou pꝛe⸗ 
payzeſt thy herte to ſuffre gretter thynges than be 
foze/nat reputynge thy lelke right wyſe oz holy:thã 
thou walkeſt in the true and —— wap of peace /a 
without doubt then thou ſhalt ſemp face tn euerla⸗ 
ſtynge Joye aud ik thou come to the full contempte 
ok thy ſelfe then thou ſhalt haue the abundaunce of 
pele after thy poſſybilyte as a waykerer may haue. 


— — 
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¶ The thyꝛde 

C The. xxx. Chapiter ot᷑ p pꝛeemynẽce oł a fre myn. 
de and howe pꝛayers pꝛecelleth leſſon. 

Oꝛdethis is the warke of a pertyte man ne 

uer to loſe his ſoule from the ſpeculacion oꝛ 
of the lyght ol heuẽly thynges # to go amonge ma⸗ 
ny bulynellys as Wout all bulynes nat as an Idell 
man but by a pꝛerogatyue of fre mpnde nat lyuyu⸗ 
ge by ioꝛdynate affeccyõ to any creature J beſeke p 
mooſt good à almyghty god pᷣſerue me fro the buly 
nes of this lyfe /p J benat wꝛapte ouermoche by p 
manykolde neceſſaryes of my bodpe that J be nat 
caught by luſt of body / delyuer me J beſeke the fro 
all maner of ipedymentes #cnempes to my ſoule to 
ſaue mep J be nat caſte downe a bꝛoke by outragy 
ous heupnes nat by ſuch vanites as p woꝛlde buſp 
ly deſyzeth / but by ſuch myſeryes as of þ como ma⸗ 
lediccion of makpnde doth greue pepnfullp thy ler⸗ 
uaũtts Þ they map nat haue liberte of ſoule to be top 
ned to ; as they wolde / good loꝛde turne all carnall 
2ſolactoi me into bytteruers yp ſhuld tatyſe ⁊ dꝛa lo 


me by tals pᷣtens of goodues frop cõtẽplaciõ ⁊ loue 


ok euerlaſtynge thynges let me nat be ouercome of 
kleſſhely luſt. Let me nat be dyſceyued by Þ wozlde 
02 by the ſhoꝛte gloꝛy # pompe thereot᷑ / noꝛ let me be 
ſupplanted 02 be begyled by the ca botels # deceptis 
of the deuyll / gyue me J beleke the ſtrẽgth to reſyſt 
all euyll / pacyẽs to ſuffre aducrſptcs # ſtablenes of 
pſcucratice graũt me foꝛ all wozdlp conſolacyons 
the lwete gracyous vnctyon ofthe holy gooſt # fo? 
all carnall loue / yet into my ſoule the loue of thyne 
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Parte. 

holy name. Mete a dꝛynke and clothe r other necel⸗ 
ſarics to the body / be peynkul a onc tous to a fetutt 
ſpyꝛyte graũt me good loꝛde to bſe ſuche bodely cõ⸗ 
fo:tes tẽperatly / ſo p I be nat Ww2apped in outragy 
ous deſyꝛe ofſuche thynges / to fozſake all luche bo⸗ 
dely neceſütes J map nat letully /foʒ nature muſt be 
ſuſtayned but to ſeke ſuche thynges in ſupflupte oʒ 
luche thynges as be moꝛe delectable thã pfptable/Þ 
holye la we foꝛbedeth it / oz elles the flellhe of man 
ſhuld rebcll ayenſt the ſoule /amonge all ſuche thyn 
ges good loꝛde J beſeke the that thy haude of grace 
may teche and gouerne me euer / that Jadmytte no 
ſuche thynges in ſuperkluyte. | 
¶ The.rrrt.chapiter theloue ot pꝛyuate thynges a 
ol mannys ſelke letteth the perkyte goodnes of man 
nys ſoule. 
oo Once if thou Wylt poſſeſſe god almyghtye to 

d wel ĩ thy ſoule / thou mult eſchew a fozſake 
all thy wyll fo: hym / ſo p onclp thou gyue thy Wyll 
holy vnto his Wyll / foz the pꝛopꝛe loue of thy ſelle is 
moꝛe dyſauaũtage to the than any exthly thynge af 
ter thyne affecciõ loue 2 enclyneſt to euery thynge 
moꝛe 02lelle if thy loue be pure ſymple and well oꝛ⸗ 
dered thou ſhalt nat be ouercomen by inoꝛdynate de 
ſp:e of ſuche erthely thynges. Couet nat ſuche thyn 
ges as it is vnletull the to haue. Moꝛ yet haue thou 
nat in dede noꝛ in deſp2e that thynge that ſhall lette 
the oz thy in wardly lyberte of thy ſoule J haue mar 
ueyle ſayth God to his louer that man gyueth nat 
vymſelke to me with all his herte to gether / Withall 
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| ¶ Che thyꝛde 

other thynges that he hath oz deſyꝛeth to haue why 
art thou fatygate With ſuperfluous buſynes oꝛ de⸗ 
ſper hy is man waſted bp vapne heuynes / Lette 
hym ſtande to mp pleaſure ⁊ wpll:and than he ſhall 
fele no heuynes ne harme / ik thou ſcke this thynge 
02 that / oꝛ to be here oꝛ there toꝛ thy pꝛotyte oꝛ com⸗ 
modyte thou ſhalt ncuer be quyte ne fre from buſ 

nes ok mynde / Foz in cucrp thynge beſpde me is ſo 
me defaute of goodnes / and no place is voyde ot all 
aducrſpte, wherfoze ſeth tranſytoꝛy and Woꝛldlye 
thynges / rycheſſes oꝛ woꝛſhyppes multiplyed inde 
de oꝛ in deſyze:doth nat helpe mannes ſoule but ra⸗ 
ther the contempte and hate ol ſuch thynges pꝛoly⸗ 
teth in the acceptacion ayenſt god / foꝛ all ſuche ſhall 
paſle with the woꝛlde / The place that a man deſy⸗ 
reth ſhall lytell helpe hym:it the ſpyzyte ol charyte a 
grace be nat with hym:ã ſuche peace as man ſeketh 
Without foꝛthe ſhall nat longe ſtande if it lacke the 
very foundament ot ſtabylnes that is to ſap if man 
ſtande nat in god almyghty which is groũde of all 
ſtablenes / he may well chaũge his place but he ſhal 


nat be auaũtaged ĩ ſoule foꝛ whyther ſo euer a man 


kleith he ſhall fynde luche occaſpon as he flepth, 

¶ The. xxrit.chapiter / an oꝛeſon fo2 the pourgynge 

ot mannes ſoule and fo2 grace. 

9 me good loꝛde by thy grace à ma⸗ 
tze me ſad in vertue in wardly in loule / make 

my hert vopde of all vn pfptable buſynes /c nat to 

be dꝛawẽ oꝛ led by p vnſtable deſp2e of any thynge 

What euer it be vyle o2 pᷣcioꝰ:but to 2cepue al thiges 

Imitatio criſti. L. i. 


Harte, 

together w mp ſelke as traſptozy/nothpnge vnder 
the ſoneis ſtable à ꝑmanẽt but all is vnyte aſllyc - 
cyan to mannes ſoule / howe Wyle is he that ſo vn⸗ 
derſtandeth and perceyueth / graunt me good loꝛde 
heucnly vopſedome p J may lerne to ſeke à to fpnde 
the aboue all other thynge to cõceyue aud loue the a 
boue all thynges / a to vnderſtãde all other thiges 
as they be after the oꝛder ol thy wyſdome gpue me 
grace to bere pʒudently the ꝓſperite #pleaſure ofthe 
Woꝛlde ⁊ paciẽtliy to ſufferaduerlpte/fo2 it is great 
wyldom narto be moued with any blaſt of wynde 
ne to entende to any flatcrynge tale, ¶ The. xxxiit. 
chapt how a man ſhuld behaue hi ayenſt detraccio. 
of One ſapthourlozdetohis louer/thou ſhalt 

nat be heuy il a man ſay yll oꝛ haue an pll o⸗ 
pynyon of the that thou wolde nat gladly here / foꝛ 
thou ought to iuge thy lelke to be woꝛſe # mozevple 
of codpcton than other people be / it thou gader thy 
ſcife ſo ĩwardly thou ſhalt nat greatly poder flein 
wozdes/itts natalpytcil argument pzudes oꝛ wpl= 
dom a man to kepe ſcylẽs itpme of yl ſayd oꝛ don to 
hym ã to auert hym lelte ĩwardly to god d nat tobe 
inquyete ot mannes iugemẽt / let nat thy peace be in 
manes woꝛde whether they lap Wel ok p oz yll thou 
art one ⁊ nat chaunged bp theyꝛ woꝛdes / where is 
true peace à true glozpe but in god / he that deſyꝛeth 
nepthcr to plcaſe meu noꝛ dꝛede the nat to dyſpleaſe 
them / he ſhall kynally haue great peace / foꝛ of iozdp 
nat loue # vapne dꝛede cometh all inqctnes of herte 
and dpſtruccyon of loule. | | 


¶ The thyꝛde 
¶ The. xxxiili chapter god almighti is to be ĩward 
ly called and bleſlyd in tyme of tribulacyon, 
U Hy holy name good loꝛde be al way bleſſyd 
that haſt Wylled this trouble oꝛ tẽptacyõ to 
fall vpon me / I map nat tle ne eſchewe it / but J ha 
ue nede to fle to thy goodnes foꝛ helpe and ſocoure 
ð thou maye turne it to my well / good loꝛde J am 
no we in trovble and it acoꝛdeth nat to well to mp 
hcrt/fo2 J am greatly vexed ofthis pꝛeſent paſſpon 
what (hail J ſay that am tached thus with tribula 
cions / ſaue me good loꝛde in this houre J come to 
the in this houre of tro wble that thy goodnes map 
be knowen whan J ſhall be delyuered bythe of my 
great humylyacion # trouble that J am in / pleaſe 
it thy goodnes loꝛde god to delyuer me therot / loꝛ 
knowe nat what may do to my dyſcharge # well a 
whyther J map goo without the / graũt me paciẽs 
good loꝛde / allo now helpe me good loꝛde 4 J ſhall 
nat dꝛede what cuer fall to me / what ſhal) ſay ĩ all 
my aduerſytes / but p̊ thy wyll be done in me/J ha 
ue Well delerued to be troubled a vered Wherfoꝛe J 
- mult ſuffer,/# wolde god J mpght ſo do Wpacyẽte 
tyll y tempeſt be paſt /# better foztune folowe / god 
almyghty thou may tabe fro me this tẽptacion / if it 
be thy pleaſure that J be nat ouercome thereof as 
thou haſt ofte done / foꝛ the moꝛe harde it ſemeth to 
me to luffcr ſuche temptacyon the moze nere is thy 
tight hade to chaũge it. ¶ The. xxx b. chapter howe 
man ſhulde aſtze the helpe of God truſtynge in hym 
to recouer grace loſt by deuout paper. 
Juittatiocriltt, 


* 


Harte, 

One ſayth our Loꝛde to his louer Jam thy 

loꝛde god:that do conkoꝛte my ſeruauntis in 
the daye of trouble / come therfozeto me whan it is 
nat well with the / it doth lette to hauccololacton 
from aboue:that thou ſlowly falleſt to pzaper fo2 a 
remedpe/fo2 befoꝛe thou pꝛayeſt to me deuoutly fox 
helpe and conſolacyon / thou ſekeſt many in warde 
conſolacyon koꝛ thy refreſlhpnge whiche all auay⸗ 
leth the lytell vnto thou conceyue in wardlye that 
alonly delyuer and helpe in nede them that truſte in 
me / a without me there is no vaplable oꝛ pfptable 
coũceyll ne remedye durable ⁊ abydynge but reſt 
me thy ſpyꝛyt # be recõktoꝛted ĩ the lyght ol my mer: 
cyes koꝛ Jam nere a redy to repayꝛe all thynges p 
be rupnous/nat oncly to the ſtate that they were ot 
befoꝛe / but alſo to theyꝛ perłecciõ / nothige is to me 
harde oꝛ tmpoſſpble/J am nat lyke to Þ that ſayeſt 
more than thou doeſt i dede/ koꝛ my woꝛde X dede is 
all one / where is thy fayth e ſtade fermly 4 pſcucrat 
ly ithp fapth a mp ſeruyce / be ſtrõgely abydynge i 
me / a thou ſhalt haue cofo2t i tyme cõuenyẽt /abyde 
mea i ſhall come ſoone à᷑ hele the / it is a lytell tẽpta 
cyon that doth vere the / c a bayne dꝛede that dothe 
fere the / why art thou buſy about thynges oz chaũ⸗ 
ces nat yet beynge but foz to come the which encre⸗ 
ſyth thy heuynes / it is ſuffpcicnt to the day his Wic 
kednes / it is but vanyte oꝛ Idlenes to be troubled 
oꝛ to be glad at p auẽtureot thynges to come which 
parauẽture ſhall neuer tall / but manes cõdytcyon is 
to be dilceyued by ſuch Jmagynaciõs / a it is a tokẽ 


¶ The thyꝛ de 
of an bnſtableſoule, that is ſo ſoone led fro god by 
ſuggeſtiõ of the enemy foꝛ he põderith nat Whether 
he deccpue by true ſuggeſtyons oz fals / whether he 
thꝛow downe bythe blynde loue of thiges lent 02 
by dꝛede of thynges foꝛ to come / be thou nat aterde 


ne trowbled in ſoule / truſt in my mercy wha thou 


tro weſt to be tarre fro me / I am ofte moꝛe nere the 
Wha thou weneſt to be holly loſt:thã thou mooſt de 
ſerueſt re warde, all this is nat loſt whi thou keleſt 
cotrartouſnes i thy mynde / thou ſhulde nat tugeafz 
ter thy lenſuall fclynge ne take euery veracyon ho⸗ 
hinge neuer to elcape it / repute p̊ nat al foꝛſae wha 
ede p any trybulaciõ / foꝛ by ſuch tribulacyõ it is 
come top kyngdome otheuẽ / it is moze expedyẽt to 
the / to my other ſeruaũtes foꝛ to be ꝓued ĩ aduer⸗ 
ſitees than to haue eche thynge alter theyꝛ wyll / 
znow y hyd thoughtes of ma / it is expedyẽt to thy 
helth a laluacyõ to belefte ſome tyme to thy ſelte i 
out goſtly ſauer / that thou be nat inflate by pꝛyde # 
lytt vp aboue thy ſelle thikynge ß to be better thay 
art in dede / J may take away wha my lyſte that Y 
gyue to any man / a reſtoꝛe it to them whan J wpil 
wha I gpue any gpft oꝛ grace to any ꝑlõ it is myn 
that J gyue and whan J withdꝛawe it J take but 
myn obne / toꝛ al goodes a euery ꝑfyt gytt is myn 
ti J ſende pᷣ any trouble bodelp oz goſtlye dyſdepne 
nat therot᷑ ne let nat thyn hert kall therby into great 
hcupnes, foꝛ I may ſoon lytte the vp agayn a chaũ 

e thy heuynes ito ioy / neuertheles J am right wy 

e moche to be recõmẽded a loued Whan J lende p 

Imitatio criſtt. L. ili. 


Parte. 

ſuch aduerſyte oꝛ ſcourges / it thou wyltbnderſtãde 
thou oughteſt neuer to be heuy koꝛ p aduerſytes 5 
ſẽde the: but rather to thãke me / a to repute it a ſpn- 
guler ioy Þ I {pare p nat in ſuch pepnfull affipccios 
that J ſende the / koꝛ J layde to my dyſcyples / J lo⸗ 
ue you as my father dyd me / though J lede pou ito 
the woꝛlde nat to haue ioyes of » Woꝛlde but great 
batayles nat to haueWozldlp honours but deſpitis 
nat to be Idle but to labour / nat to haue reſt but tg 
gader moche krute o ſaued people into the barne oz 
church of god lyke asJ was ſent to alſo haue mide 
ſone alſo ofthcle Wozdis.CThe.rrrvit.chapthow 
all creatures ſhuld beſet a ſyde ỹ we may fynd god 

Oꝛde god laptha deuout ſoule to our loꝛde 

I haue nede to haue moꝛe grace tha J haue 
yet it I lhuld come thyder where no man noꝛ crea⸗ 
ture ſhall let me / koꝛ as lõge as any creature retey⸗ 
neth me by lokynge ok thy loue J may nat fle to the 
krely / he deſyꝛed to kle krely that ſayde theſe woꝛdes 
who ſhall gyue me wiges lyke a doue p J may fle & 
reſt where ꝑfite reſt is what thynge is moꝛe qupete . 
c retſtull tha is a ſymple tye/# who fleyth moꝛe fre» 
lye into the knowlege and loue ot God / thã he de⸗ 
ſyꝛeth nothynge here in erthe/ he therfoze that Wyll 
ſtãde in eleuacyon ok mynde / a ſo beholde the good 
loꝛde maker of all thynge he muſte ouer paſſe eucrp 
creature ᷑ koꝛlake hym elke w other coſideryng his 
loꝛde to haue nothynge lyke hym / but phe pccll all 
cteatures iu thy loue / and but i a man be fre a low 
ſed from inoꝛd mate loue ot all creaturis he may nat 


¶ The thyꝛde 

rely lylt hym bp by cõtẽplaciõ a loue oł᷑ heuflp thin 
ges / therkoꝛe fe we kolke be foũde cõtemplatyue / foꝛ 
ke we be foũde that fully ſcqueſtrate theym ſelſe fro 
erthly thinges that be but traͤſytoꝛy / to ⁊tẽplaciõ is 
great grace requyꝛed / toꝛ by grace a man muſt ĩ the 
dede of cõtẽplacion belyft aboue hym ſelfe/# but if 
he belyfte vp in ſpyꝛyte aboue all creatures erthelye 
t be holy vnyte to god almyghtye / what ſo euer he 
can oz hath of Stuets but of lytle pꝛyce afoze god /he 
ſhall longe be lytle in vertue / lye lõge in erthe that 
reputeth oꝛ pꝛayſeth any thynge but onlye eternall 
odes which he had of god almyghty / and what 

o euer thynge is nat god almyghty oꝛ to hym refer 
red is nought / to be acoũted oʒ nought / great dif 
ferens is bet wene the wyldom of a deuout and illu 
myned pſone of god /a the cũnynge oka lettred cler⸗ 
ke 02a ſtudent / foꝛ that doctryne is moꝛe Woꝛthy c 
better p cometh by the inkluence ol god than it that 
cometh by the labour ol mannys Wyt / may delyꝛe 
to come to 2teplacts but fe we ſtudy foꝛ ſuch thiges 
as be reqͥred therto i exercyſe / a great ipedyment 
therto is that we ſtande i ſygnes d in [ſible thiges 
tt labour nat to moꝛtyfye vs kro them / ne to deſpyſe 
theym parkytely bekoꝛe as we ſhulde do / howe is it 
and with what ſpyꝛyt be we led / N wot nat that be 
reputed ſpuallpſons/# pet we labouremoze about 
vyle ic tranſytoꝛy thynges / thã about ſpũall / about 
the which icarſly at any tyme we labour oz thyntze 
in wardly with ſuſpẽlynge ol our out warde ſẽlys 
ſo that we wey nat our warkes ſtratlye oz euenlye 


Parte. 

as we ought to do/foz wherupon our affeccyon re⸗ 
ſteth We do nat attende / ne we lament nat our vple 
and bnclene dedes/x therupon folo weth that wha 
our inWwardeaffeccyon is coꝛrupte that the dede fos 
lo wynge a ꝓcedynge therof is neceſlaryly coꝛrupte 
foꝛot a clene herte tometh good dedys and tuous 
— man ſeketh the dede of what a how 
moche he may do oꝛ doth / but ho we vᷣtuous a man 
is it:that is nat ſo dylygentlye ſoughte / loꝛ a ryche 
man oꝛa ſtrouge man / toꝛ a good labourer /a good 
wꝛytet a good ſynger / a fayze man oꝛ woman / oz 
koꝛan able perſone cuery man dylygẽtly ſeketh / but 
ho we mcke in ſoule is ſuche a perſone / how pacyẽt 
how deuout / oꝛ well diſpoſed ĩiwardly is he no que 
ſtyon is made / nature ſhe weth the outwarde good 
nes ot man / but grace turneth it lelte to p in warde 
vertues of man / nature with gpftes natural is ofte 
dyſceyued / but the ſoule truſteth in God that he be 
nat diſceyued. ¶ The. xxx vii.chapiter howe 
man ſhuld foꝛſake hym lelle and all couetyſe. 

One layth our loꝛde thou may nat haue pfp . 

te liberte but ik thoubtterly fozſake thy lelle 
all ꝓpꝛietaries #louers of them ſelłe be fetered and 
nat tre / as couetous tolbe / curious & vapnglozto? 
p ſeke al way tyches honours & delectable thinges 
# nat luche as ꝑteyne to ieſu cryſte/ſuche folke ofte 
keyne a cõpoũde ſuche thynges as be nat ſtable but 
faplynge koꝛ all thynge ſhall peryſſh p ts nat begon 
qt cauſed ot god / holde well this ſhozte woꝛde/ fo.(a 
ke all thynges f02 god # thou ſhalt fpnde all thiges 
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CThe thyꝛde 
koꝛlake couetyſe ⁊ thou ſhalt fpnde reſt/degeſt thys 
thyngeithp mynde buſyly # thou ſhalt vnderſtade 
thynge / loꝛde that is nat one dayes warke noꝛ a 
lyght thynge to attayne / koꝛ all pfeccp6 of relygyõ 


is cõpꝛyſed therin / fone thou ſhulde nat ſoone be ad⸗ 


uerted ne caſt do wne bp dyſpayꝛe Wha thou hereſt 
p wayes of pfpte folke / but rather to be ꝓuoked to 
hyer thynges / a at the leeſt to enfozce the by deuote 
deſyꝛe to theym J wolde thou come there top thou 
loued nat carnally thy ſelte / but that thou wolde fo 
lo we my councell in all thynges than thou ſhuld be 
as J ſayd ⁊ all thy lyteſhuld be led with toy e peas 
thou haſt yet many thynges to be fozlake #lefte the 
Which but ik thou holy leue and reſpgne to me / thou 
ſhalt nat attayne that thou deſyzeſt / I coũceyll the 
to bye of my bꝛyght golde / p is to lay heuenly wyl⸗ 
dome the which deſpyleth all erthly thinges p thou 
map be very ryche/ lay thou a ſyde all erthely yl 
dom and all inoꝛdynate pleaſureot᷑ thy lyfe / oz any 
other ⁊ thou ſhalt haue heuflp wpldomectherkoze/p 
which wpldom though it be reputed lytell Woꝛth i 


erthe t ok erthly folke / yet it is a p̃cyous margarcto 


Hyddefromanp# greatly deſyꝛed ol mau. 
C The. xxxviii. Chappter of the vnſtableues of the 
hert ofman/# how man ſhuld fynallp lyfte vp and 
oꝛder his herte and mynde to god. 
One laych our L oꝛde truſte nat to moche to 
thyn one wyt a affeccton p which is novo 
here now there ſoone chatigtd fro one thyng to an 
other koꝛ as lõge as thou lyueſt thou (halt be chaũ⸗ 


ED 


* Parte. 

geable a ſubiecte t mutabiltte ayẽſt thy wyl / now 
ſhalt thou be glad now heuy/ now well pleſed d cõ 
tent ⁊ ſoone diſcõtẽt now dcuout ⁊ ſoone vndeuout 
nom buly i mynde # werke a now ſleuthtull / now 
thou art ſyghte # mery a ſoone after ſad ⁊ troubled 
but a wyſe man a well taught in ſoule ſtandeth ta 
ble in all ſuch mutacyõs / nat attẽdynge What he te 
lyth in hym ſelfe/02 of what party p wyude of thy 
ſtablenes bloweth / but rather that all the entẽte of 
his ſoule a mynde map come i ꝓtyte tothe due and 
beſt ende / and in this wyle may a man al way one 
abyde holy as tongeas the ſymple entẽt ot his ſoule 
amõge all ſuche varvatcyons is nat vndered but dy 
recte to me cõtynually/ the moꝛe pure and clene the 
entẽctõ of mãnys ſoule is Þ moꝛe ſtedłaſtly he goth 
aàamõge ſuch ſtoꝛmes a troubles / but ĩ many thiges 
ts the pure tye ol mannes ſuule made darke / a man 
lyghtclp keholdeth a delectable obiecte vᷣ is pᷣſented 


tohym and anone the ſoule is inłecte by vnlcfull de 


ſyꝛe / foz ſeldome ſuche perlones be tre and vnfecte 
ol thevenym ok theyꝛ owne ſekynge / as we rede by 
exaumple ot the Jewes the whiche came into beta⸗ 
nie to Marcha /i Mary /ſt nat to Johũ only / bus 
fo: to ſe Laʒat / her toe the iye ofmanes intenciũ 
is to be tleuſed ſo that it be rightwys and aboue all 
varyant meanes directe to me. 
C The. rxxix chapiter ho we god almyghty ſauous 
rech to his louer aboue all thyngess. 
holde my loꝛde god a beholde all thyng 
O whatthige may J moe gracioully a bettet 
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¶ The thyꝛde | 
to my beatytude deſyꝛe / o ÿ lauery i ſwete woode 
to thy louers my loꝛde god x all thynges / lap nat 
that he is the woꝛlde ne the trãlytoꝛy goodes of the 
Wozlde which is nat to be loued / but god ĩ all thige 
the which woꝛde often repeted gpueth a great glad 
nes to the louer of god / whã thou art pꝛelent good 
loꝛde all thynges be pleſaũt to man / and if thou ab⸗ 
lent the from hym / thiges be tedyous to hym / thou 
good loꝛde alone makeſt a peaſyble herte and alſo a 
great gladneſſe a ſolẽpne ioytulnes i mannis ſoule 
thou makeſt a man tele wele ot all thinges d to loue 
the i all thynge / and without thy goodnes nothige 
may longe pleaſe man / but if any thynge ſhall be 
thanketull x well ſauoꝛy to man / thy grace muſt be 
pʒeſent and wyldome ik thou good loꝛde ſauour ple 
ſaũtly to any inan / what thyng ſhall nat be delecta 
ble to hym t ik thy goodnes ſauour nat to mã what 
may be topfull to hym / ſothely nothigc:but woꝛld⸗ 
lye wple men faWwteth in thy wyſdome good loꝛde 
and they lyke Wyſe that ſauoureth fleſſhelp delyꝛes 
koꝛ in ſuch wyldome and noughty wayes be many 


vanytes and ſpyꝛytuell deth folo weth / And they 


that folowe the ſwete and bleſſyd loꝛde by contẽpte 
of the woꝛlde / and by moztifpinge of theyꝛ body oꝛ 
bodely luſtys be knowẽ to bebery Wyſe fo: they be 
traſfourmed from vanyte to trouth / and from car⸗ 
nalyte to ſpiritualte / to ſuch perſones doth almygh 
ty God ſWetely ſauour / and what ſomeuer goods 
neſſe oꝛ delectaciõ they fpndei any creature they re⸗ 
ferre all to the laude ã pꝛaylynge of p creature of all 


— 

© 
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Harte. 

Great dyllerẽte a dyllymylytude is bet wyrt the ſa 
uout a ſwetnes ot almyghty god the maker ol all a 
the ſauoure of the thynge that is made ol hym as ts 
alſo betwyrt eternite and tyme and betwyrt lyght 
increate it light itiumined of god / o thou light cfnal 
p̃cellynge a trãſcendynge all lightes creat perſe the 
in warde partes ot myn hert w thy ioykull ſhynyng 
puryfye glad / claryty and quyken my ſpyꝛyte with 
his po wers to enclyne ⁊᷑ be ioyned top from vnpꝛo⸗ 
kytable exceſſes /o whanſhall that bleſſyd houre co⸗ 
me mooſt to be delyꝛed wha J ſhalbe ſacyat # reple 
nyſſhed with thy bleſtult pſece/that thou may be to 
met all pleaſures poſſpble to be deſyꝛed / foꝛ as lõge 
as that gyfte is nat gyuen to me / my kull Joye ſhall 
nat be it is mpne olde man that is to ſay mp bodpe 
lyuynge in me by his venemoꝰ 2cupiſcence not ful- 
ly crucytyed oz moztpkped in me as pet my body co 
uetyth ſtrogip agaynſt my ſoule it moueth inwar⸗ 
de bataples and luſferyth nat p reygne ok my ſoule 
to be ĩ teſt but thou good loꝛde p haſt dñacion vpon 
the lee / a doſt myttigate his mouynges a flowiges 
aryſe #helpe me queche ⁊᷑ deſtroy theſe outragtous: 
meuynges ot my fleſſhe wherw J am ſoꝛe troubled 
deſtroy them ĩ thy tue i myght / ſhe we E beſeke p 
thy power # declare Þ right had vpõ me foꝛ I haue 
no other hope but the that arte my loꝛde # ſauyout. 
¶ The.xl.chapiter hom no man may be ſure frome 
temptacvon VWwhples he lyueth here. 

Punye layth our loꝛde God to his louer thou 
ſhalt neuer be ſyker oꝛ lurer ithis lyłe but 


C Thethy:de _ 
as longe as 5ᷣ ſhalt lyue here / ſpũall armour ſhalbe 
neceſlaty to the thou art cõuerlaũt amonge thy ene 
myes on euety ſyde thou arte troubled # x ered /⁊ 
thertoꝛe ik thouvle nat on euery hande thy ſhylde of 
pacycce / thou ſhalt nat be longe vnwounded / moe 
ouer it thou put nat thpjherte ſtable in me # to ſuffer 
With good à deuout Wyll all maner of thynges foꝛ 
the loue ot me thou mayſte nat ſuffer this ardoure 
no2 come vnto the crowue a te warde of bleſlyd ſou⸗ 
les/ thou muſt therefoze paſſe manly ouer all ſuche 
thynges à vlea myghty hande ayenſt thynges con 
traty to p/foz to a cõquerour is pꝛomiſed # gratited 
i rewarde aũgels fode / ⁊ to a ſleuthfull 4 an Jdell 
man is oꝛdeyned great miſery / it thou ſeke here reſt 
ho wo ſhalt thou come to cuerlaſtyng reſt # qͥetaciõ i 
heuẽ / gyue p nat here i the woꝛlde to great reſt but 
rathcr to great paciẽce ayenſt aducrſitces cõtynual 
ly inſuynge / ſeke nat therkoze ttue peace here i erthe 
but in heut whereit is / nat in man no2 in other cre⸗ 
atures but i god alone / thou oughteſt foꝛ the loue of 
god ſuſter gladly all labours ⁊ loꝛowes tẽptacyõs 


-& vexaciõs aducrlites 4 ncceſſytes infyʒmytes a in 


iutye oblyqͥcs # repᷣues / all tokens of mckenes ⁊ cõ 
tulyons / coꝛrecciõs d deſpytes / the le thynges helpe 
to purches vᷣtues thele thiges pꝛoueth p knpght of 
cryſte # maketh hym Woꝛthy the celeſtpallcrovone 
I (hall ſapth out loꝛde god yelde to my ſeruaunt Þ 
le tueth me ĩ luch ſeruyce as is ſpoken cuerlaſtpnge 
re warde foꝛa lytell à ſhoꝛt laboure / gloꝛy infyny 
te foꝛa lytell cõtuſion /troweſt thou ſayth our lozde 
J\mitatiocriltt, M.i. 


Harte. 

to his ſeruaũt that thou ſhalt haue al way ſpũall cõ 
lolaciõs at thy wyll / my ſayntes had nat ſuch ſola 
cions ⁊tynuall / but many dyuers teptacios ⁊ great 
pſecuciõs / but with paciens they ouercame all ſuch 
troubles / truſtynge moꝛe in me tha in them ſelke in 
ſuch peynes / kno wynge with the apoſtle Þ the pey⸗ 
nys ok this pᷣſent lyke be nat worthy to delerue the 
gloꝛy of heuen / woldeſt thou haue p anon that ma⸗ 
ny atoꝛe haue ſcarly opteyned after many wepynge 
terys x great labour / abyde pacyttiy the gracyous 
compnge of our loꝛde/labour maly ĩ his vynevarde 
p warkes of right wyſenes / put thy 2fozti god mil 
truſte hym nat / but ſtãde ſtrõgly in fapth at go nat 
kro his ſeruyce p he hath called the to expoũde thy 
body and ſoule ſtable ⁊̃ ſtrõgely foꝛ the loue of god / 
and I halbe with the ĩ all thy troubles a ſhall fully 
re warde all that ſuifre oꝛ do foꝛ me, ¶ The.xli.cha⸗ 
piter agaynſt the vayne iugementes okcmen. 

On layth our loꝛde to his louer caſt thy hert 
| *loue vpon thy loꝛde god ſtedfaſtlye & dꝛede 
nat what man iugeth in the / where thy concpence 
yeldeth the deuout a innocẽt / it is good # bleſſyd to 
ſuffer ⁊ to be heuy to an humble pſone that truſteth 
moꝛe in god than in hym ſelfe / many folke ſap ma⸗ 
ny thynges / ⁊ therfozclptle feyth is to be gyut but 
to ſatyſfve all men it is ipofſpble/and though ſaynt 
Po wle p apoſtcltlabpured to pleaſe all folke i god / 
makyng hym ſelfe mete & apte to all menps 2dicios 
fo: theyꝛ laluaciõ a lucre / vet he ſet lytle by mennes 
iugemẽt that is to ſap mẽuys dyſcõmẽdaciõ oꝛ com 
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5 ¶ The thyꝛde 
mẽ daciõ ayenſt hym / he dyd labour dylygẽtlye foꝛ 
other mennes edykicacion à ſaluacion / but he ſuffe⸗ 
red other men to iuge oꝛ deſpyſe hym / he coulde nat 
let / and therloꝛe he commptted hpin lelte + all his la 
bours to god almyghty that knoweth all thynge ⁊ 
What is beit foꝛ man /⁊ he defendyd hym ſelle by pa 
cpence Xhumplpte agaynſt all his aduecrſartes + le⸗ 
ſynge makers / he auſweryd lotyme by Woꝛde and 
wꝛytyuge ayenſt his detractours phe ſhuld nat be 
ſclaũdet to other / What art thou that dꝛedeſt a moꝛ⸗ 
tall man Which is to day a the moꝛo we apereth nat 
dD2ede god a thou lhalte nat dꝛede mannes terrours 
Voha may any man Wozkeiy by woꝛdes oꝛ inturp 
ts / he (hall rather noy hym ſelfe than the /ne he ſhal 
nat eſche we the iugemẽtes of god / who cuer he be 
haue thou god al way befoze the ⁊ ſtryue nat agayn 
ſuch cõplaynynge woꝛdes / a though thou ſeme fo? 
the tyme ouerthꝛowẽ and fuffre 2tulpon 2trary to 
thy deleruynges diſdayn nat ther with leſt thou mi 
nyſſhe the cro lone of glozp by ipaciẽs / but rather be 
holde me that may delyuer eucry man fro cofuſpon 


t iniurye # rewarde cue ry man atłter his merptis ⁊ 


trauaples. ¶ The.xlu. chapter it man Wyll opteyne 
fredom of hert he mult holy foꝛſake hym lelfe. 
O Ur loꝛde god ſayth to his ſeruaũt / ſone foꝛ⸗ 

ſake thy lelte/ a thou ſhalte funde me ſtande 
thou wout þ clecciõ of thy fre wyll / a without all p 
pꝛyete ᷑ thou ſhalt away wyn / toꝛ if thou leue th 
ſcife vtterly / without pᷣlũpciõ ofthe ſame moꝛe abu 
daũce of grace than thou had / lhall be gyuen to he 

Jmitattocrillt, , M. il. 


Parte. 

Loꝛde ſapth the diſcyple to his loꝛde god / how ofte 
x in what thynges ſhall J fo:(ake my ſelfe/F ſap to 
the ſone Þ thou (halt euery houre ⁊̃ in euery thynge 
great à ſmall foꝛſake # make thy ſelfe naked / ellys 
Howe may thou be mpne# I thyne / but ik thou fox 
fake thy ꝓper Wyll i all thynges within # without 
the ſoner thou ſo do the better it ſhalbe with the / the 
moꝛe fully thou ſoꝛſakeſt thy ſelfc With all other thi 
— better thou ſhalt pleaſe me # the moꝛe thou 

alt wyn / ſome rcligpous folke With other fo:lake 
them ſelfenat fully / but with ſome ercepcyon / ſuch 
truſt nat to godalmyghty #therko:e they endeuer 
them to pꝛouyde foꝛ them ſelfe i ſome thynges ſome 
other at the fyꝛſt doth offer them ſelfe and all theyꝛs 
to god / but at a tẽptacyvõ ſoone after arpſpnge they 
returne to theyꝛ ovwone wyll the which they had foꝛ⸗ 
ſake / and therfoze they pꝛokyte nat in vertue / luche 
pſones ſhall nat come to very clennes ofhert ne to p 
grace ot my iopfull kamylyaryte / but if they make a 
hole reſygnacyõ + a dayly oblaciõ of them ſelfe x all 
theyꝛs kyꝛſte / without which the vnyõ that logeth 
to my fcupcion map nat be had / I haue ſayd otte to 
the foꝛſake thy ſelfe and relyne the pfptely and thou 
ſhalt enioy in warde peace / gyue all fo: aſke ne ſeke 
nothynge agayne of them that thou haſt fo:ſakefoz 
me / but ſtande holpex fermelp in me nat doutynge 
any thynge / x thou ſhalt haue me / thou ſhalt be tre i 
foule/darkenes ſhall nat poſleſſe the ne any ſpyzptof 
derkenes ſhall haue power of the / indeuoure the to 
this /pꝛay ⁊ ſtudy With all thy deſyze that thou may 


¶ Thethyꝛde 
be delyuered fro all maner of ꝓperte a W nakydnes 
ok all ambiciõ # poſleſſyon folo we naked ieſu cryſte 
thy lauyout / a that thou dye to thy ſelfe a p woꝛld 
ſt lyue to me eternally / thã all vapne fantaſyes Wic 
ked troubles # lupfluous buſpnes ſhall fayle / Alſo 
tha ſhall all imoderate dzede/Xloue ioꝛdynate dye. 
¶ The. rliit.Chappter howe man ſhulde gouerne 
hym iu out warde thynges # renne to god koꝛ hclpe 
and ſocour iu parels and daungers. 
S Ounc layth our loꝛde to his louer thou ough 
teſt W all dylygẽce gyue hede that ĩ euery oc 
cupacts + out warde dede thou be fre Winfo2thi thy 
ſoule hauynge power of thy ſelfe / lo þ all thiges be 
vnder the a thou nat vnder them / p thou be ioꝛde a le 
der ol thy werkes and nat ſeruaũt / but as a true he 
bꝛe w oꝛ criſten mi goynge ito the ſoꝛte a lyberte ot 
chyldꝛẽ of god the which ſtãde vpõ the plent thiges 
of p wozlde # beholde p eternall goodes ok heuẽ / the 
Which allo beholde p trãſytoꝛy — — of þ woꝛlde 
Wtheyꝛ lefte iye # heuflp thynges w theyꝛ right ipe 
ſuche folke be nat dꝛa wen by Woꝛldly goodes to in 
oꝛdynate loue ot them / but rather they dꝛa we ſuche 
tẽpoꝛall goodes as god ſendeth them # oꝛder the to 
good dedes lyke as god almyghty p hype artykycer 
hath oꝛdeygned thep lefte nothpnge vnoꝛdꝛed ĩ all 
the woꝛlde / alſo ik thou ĩ euery auẽture o2 chaũce ſtã 
de nat ĩ the out warde apparaũce þ is to ſap if thou 
ſtãde nat to ptugemet of thy bodyly iye oꝛ ere / but 
anon as thou ꝑceyueſt ſuch thinges / if thou enter w 
moyſes into the table ot thy ſoule by deuout pꝛayer 
Imitatio criſtt. M. lit. 
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Parte, 

Loꝛde ſayth the dilcyple to his loꝛde god / how ofte 
r in what thynges ſhall J foꝛſake my ſelte / I (ap to 
the ſone thou ſhalt euery houre t in euery thynge 
great #(mall foꝛſake a make thy ſelfe naked / ellys 
Howe may thou be myne it I thyne / but ik thou foz 
fake thy pper Wyll i all thynges within # Without 
the ſoner thou ſo do the better it ſhalbe with the / the 
moꝛe kully thou ſoꝛſakeſt thy ſelfc with all other thi 
ges / the better thou ſhalt pleaſe me tt the moꝛe thou 

alt wyn / lome religyous folke With other koꝛſake 
them ſelle nat fully / but with ſome ercepcyon / ſuch 
truſt nat to godalmyghty ⁊ therkoꝛe they endeuer 
them to pꝛouyde foꝛ them ſelfe i ſome thynges ſome 
other at the fyꝛſt doth offer them ſelfe and all theyꝛs 
to god / but at a tẽptacyõ ſoone afterarpſpnge they 
returne to theyꝛ ovone wyll the which they had foꝛ⸗ 
ſake / and therkoꝛe they pꝛokyte nat in vertue / luche 
pſones ſhall nat come to very clennes ołhert ne to p 
grace ot my topfull kamylyatyte / but if they make a 
hole reſygnacyõ + adaplp oblaciõ of them ſelfe ⁊ all 
theyꝛs kyꝛſte / without which the vnyõ that logeth 
to my fcupcion map nat be had / J haue ſayd okte to 
the foꝛſake thy ſelfe and relyne the pfptely and thou 
ſhalt entop in warde peace / gyue all fo: aſke ne ſeke 
nothynge agayne of them that thou haſt foꝛſake fox 
me / but ſtande holye x fermelp in me nat doutynge 
any thynge / z thou ſhalt haue me / thou ſhalt bekre i 
ſoule / dardenes ſhall nat poſſeſſe the ne any ſpyzptof 
dcrkenes ſhall haue po wer of the / indeuoure the to 
this /pꝛay ⁊ ſtudy With all thy deſpze that thou may 


¶ Thethyꝛde 
be delyuered fro all maner ok ꝓperte a W nakydnes 
ot all ambiciõ # poſleſſyon folo we naked ieſu cryſte 
thy lauyout / that thou dye to thy ſelfe a p woꝛld 
ſtlyue to me eternally / tha all vapne fantaſyes wic 
ked troubles # luꝑfluous buſpnes ſhall fayle / Alſo 
tha ſhall all imoderate dzede/Xloue ioꝛdynate dye. 
¶ The.xliiui. C hapyter howe man ſhulde gouerne 
hym iu out warde thynges # renne to god foz helpe 
and ſocour iu parels and daungers. 
Ouc ayth our loꝛde to his louer thou ough 
teſt Wall dplpgece gpue hede that i euery oc 
cupaciõ 4 out warde dede thou be fre Winfoꝛth ĩ thy 
ſoule hauynge power of thy ſelfe / lo þ all thiges be 
vnder the a thou nat vnder them / thou be ioꝛde a le 
der ol thy werkes and nat ſeruaũt / but as a true he 
bꝛe w oꝛ criſten mi goynge ito the ſoꝛte a lyberte of 
chyldꝛẽ of god the Which ſtãde vpõ the plent thiges 
of p wozlde ae beholde cternall goodes o heuc᷑ / the 
Which alſo beholde trãſytoꝛy — — of þ woꝛlde 
v thcp2lefte tye # heuflp thynges w theyꝛ right iye 
ſuche folke be nat dꝛa wen bp Woꝛldly goodes to in 
' 02dpnate loue ot them / but rather they dꝛa we ſuche 
tẽpoꝛall goodes as god ſendeth them # oꝛder the to 
good dedes lyke as god almyghty ÿ hye artykycer 
hath oꝛdeygned thẽ p lefte nothynge vnoꝛdꝛed ĩ all 
the wonlde / allo ik thou icucrp auẽture o2 chatice ſtã 
de nat ĩ the out warde apparaũce Þ is to lap if thou 
ſtãde nat to pᷣiugemẽt of thy bodyly iye oꝛ ere /but 
anon as thou ꝑceyueſt ſuch thinges / ik thou enter w 
moyles into the table ot thy ſoule by deuout pꝛayer 
IJmitatio criſtt. M. iii. 


Harte. 

to coũcell our loꝛde / thou ſhalt here ſomtyme p ſwe 
te anſ were of god almighty / a thou ſhalt returne a 
gapne to thy ſelle iſtructe of many thynges bothe p 
ſent ⁊ foz to come / moyſes euet had a recours to the 
tabernacle of god fo2 doubtis ⁊ ꝗſtyons to be allop 
led and he kled to the ſubſydpe of pꝛayer fozparclies 
t the vnreſonable vyolẽcis and lautis of men to be 
kled / ſo thou ſhuldeſt tle into the ſecret tabernacle of 
thy (oule in ſuch doutis 02 parels there callynge on 
the helpe ol god by deuout pꝛayer / We rede p Joſue 
with the chyldꝛen of ilraell was deceyued ot the Ga 
baonptis becauſe they gaue lyght credens to theyz 
wete woꝛdes # dyd nat colicepll with our loꝛde vy 
oꝛacle as thep ſhulde haue don befoꝛe they had graũ 
ted them any thynge. ¶ The. xliuii.chapytet /a man 
ſhuld nat be impoꝛtune in his wayes oꝛ nedys. 
S One ſaych our loꝛde to his louer / cõmyt thy 

cauſe to me alwayc/ I ſhall well dyſpole 
fo: the wha tyme behouable ſhall be / abyde myn oz 
dynaũte # thou ſhalte fpnde ꝓkyte therby / my loꝛde 
god (apth he / J gladly cõmytte to thy goodnes my 
lelfe à all my deſyzes #necellptes foꝛ my pꝛouydẽce 
may lytle auayle / J beſeke the p Jcleue nat moche 
to auẽtures hereafter enſuynge / but p J map ſhoꝛt 
ly iallſuch offer my ſelfe to thy plealure / ſone ſayth 
god / mã often pꝛolecuteth the thynge p he deſyzeth 
# whan he cometh therto / he begynneth other wyſe 
to fele therin / foꝛ mãnys affeccyos ⁊ deſyꝛes about 
one thyng be nat durable d abydynge / but now vp 
pon this thynge ſette / and now vpon that / the very 
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| CThethy:de | 

ꝓkite ol man is to foꝛſake hym ſelle ⁊ to cõmyt hymn 
holy to God / oz ſuch a man is very fre and ſyker / 
But our enemy à cõtraty to all goodnes celleth nat 
ot his tẽptacyons / but day # nyght he maketh gre⸗ 
uous ſautes to vs /to catche vs at vuwares by his 
deceyttull ſnares / wake therfoze# pꝛay dylygently 
that thou enter nat into tẽptaciõ. CThe.xrlv.chape. 
man hath no goodnes ot hym ſelte / ne any thyng ỹ 
he map haue any glozp 02 pꝛyde of but all of yp goods 

Ode what is man that thou nes of god. 

haſt ſuche mynde ot oz the ſone of man who 
doeſt vyſyte With thy grace / what meryte was oz 
is imanÞ thou gyueſt thy grace to / what may J co 
playne it thou foꝛſake me/02 What may J tight yl 
ly ſap agayne the / it thou graũt me nat that J aſke 


okß / ſech thou gyueſt all goones ol thy owne good 


nes a lyberalyte # without the deſerupnge of man / 
Surely this may J thynke #ſap of my ſelte / that J 
am nothynge of valoure that J haue no goodnelle 
of my ſelke / but that J am in ſuſtycyẽt and fraple in 
all thynges # goto nought euer / and but J be hol⸗ 


pen ot the good loꝛde and inkoꝛmed within in ſoule 


bythe I ſhall be made all dyſſolute / thou good loꝛde 
abydeſt al wey one beynge / and euery where good 
rightwys ⁊ holy / werkynge all thiges weie right 
Vopllp # holyly /a dyſpolynge all thy werkys i wil 
do but I wꝛetche that am al way moze pꝛone # redp 
to faple than to pꝛotyte in vertu and goodneſſe / am 
nat abydynge euer in one ſtate / foꝛ ſeuen tymes in 
the day the tight wis man is troubled of ſynne / Ne 


Parte. 
the leſle it ſhalbe fone wele with me agayn ik it plea 
ſe thy goodnes to helpe me / toꝛ thou alone good loꝛ⸗ 
de mayſte without man helpe in all nedys / d mate 
me ſo kerme a ſtable /p I lhall nat be chaũged hyder 
d thyder / oz kro this thynge to that / but py mp herte 
may be turned ſ reſt in the alonly / a it J Wolde caſt 
a way all mannes cofolacton eyther foz deuociõ foꝛ 
to be had oꝛ ellys to ſeke thy ſocoure a goodnes / foꝛ 
luch nedes as fall to me that J am cõpellyd by to ſez 
ke the / loz no man may helpe oꝛ comfo2t me as thou 
mayſt / than J mpghte well truſt to thy grace # to 
ioye of the gylte ol thy newe confolacys/J thakeÞ 


good loꝛde theactourand grounde of all goodnes/ 
as ofteas any good chaunce happeth to warde me / 
J am but vanyte and nothynge in thy ſyght an vn 
ſtable man d ſyke / wherof may than be pꝛoude oꝛ 


ſhuld repute me any thynge ꝓkytable / wheder nat 
ot nought the which is moſte vanyte / truly vayne 
gloꝛy is an ifectpue peſtylẽs and mooſt vanyte / fox 
it dꝛaweth a man kro very glozp remeueth grace 
ſpyꝛytuall / whyles a man hath a cõplacens in hym 
ſclfe/he diſpleaſeth god / and whã he deſpzeth man⸗ 
nys laude # vaynepꝛayſynge / he foꝛgoth very tu 
es very gloꝛy a holy ioy to man is to ioy ĩ god a nat 
in hym lelfe / to top in the name ok god almpghty/X 
nat in his ꝓper vertu oꝛ ſtrength / noꝛ to haue delec⸗ 
tacyon in any creature but fo: god /thy holye name 
good lozd be pꝛayſed # bleſſid # nat myne thy werk 
be magnyfyed #nat myne / no laude ne pꝛayſynge 
be gyuen to me by mannes mouthe foz any thynge 
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¶ The thyꝛde 

that J do but all be vato thy pleaſure thou arte mp 
gloꝛye the in warde toy ol my herte / J ſhall by thy 
graceeuer Joye in the# in nothynge perteynynge 
to me but in my inkyꝛmytes / let Jewes with other 
bayne louers of the woꝛlde ſeke glozp of them ſele 
t in other J ſhall only ſeke the gloꝛy and pꝛayſynge 
of god / foꝛ all mãnes gloꝛy a pꝛayſynge w wozthpp 
tẽpoꝛall x alſo wozldly hight a ꝓmocyvon copared to 
thy cternall gloꝛy good loꝛde is but vanyte x folye / 
o thou bleſſyd trynyte my god / my mercy and very 
truthe to p alone be laude / vertu / honour / ⁊ gloꝛy 
fo: euer. Amen. ¶ The. xi vi.chapter how 
all tepozall honour is to be dyſpyſed. 

One layth our loꝛde to his louer be thou nat 

contoũdid ne heuy whan thou leeſt other ho 
noured and auaũced / and thy ſelfe deſpyled and hu⸗ 
myled / rayſe vp thyn harte to me into heuen ⁊ thou 
ſhalt nat be heup thoughe thou be deſpyſed of man 
here in erthe / Loꝛde layth the dyſcyple we be here ĩ 
darke blyndenes lackynge the very lyght / and ther 
foe We be ſoone diſceyued by vanytes as farre as 
Icanvndirſtãde J neuer yet ſuffered any iniury of 
any creature / wherkoꝛe I can nat right wyſely co: 
playne agayne the / but foꝛ as moche as J haue ofte 
ſpfiedagapnthe/therfoze euery creature is woꝛth⸗ 
ly armed avẽſt me ĩpunyſſhemẽt of mp ſpfics wher 
foze cõkuſyõ ⁊ ſhame to me is dewe with cõtẽpte to 
the good loꝛde be laude honoure # gloꝛv / and but it 
I pꝛepare my wyll to be dyſpyled and foꝛſake glad 
ly ok euery man and vtterly to be reputed noughte 


Harte, 

I can nat be ſtablyſſhed ne pacpfpcd Winkoꝛth / noz 
ſpũally to be illumyned / ne may nat be fully knytte 
t ioyned to thy goodnes. ¶ The. rl vu. chapt / ho we 
no man ought to put his peas fynally in man. 
S One it thou put thy peas with any pſon fo 

thy felynge a foꝛpᷣ they accoꝛde with p thou 
ſhalt be vnſtedfalt # vnpeaſed / but if thou haue thy 
recours to god vᷣ is ꝑmanent # euerlaſtynge truthe 
thy krende goynge a way oꝛ decellynge tro the ſhail 
nat make the inoꝛdynatly heuy / thou oughteſt to lo 
ue all thy frendes in me / and foz me to loue euery ꝑ⸗ 
ſone that thou accomptyſt with good d dere to the 
in this lyte / toꝛ Jam the begynner à the ende of all 
goodnes /a Without me all trẽſhyp is nat valent oz 
durablc / noꝛ no wozldly frendſhyppe may endute / 
where J top nat thou oughteſt to be moꝛtytyed to 
luch carnall affecctos ot thy louers / that as moche 
as thou mayſt thou ſhuldeſt deſyꝛe to be without al 
manes cõpany / toꝛ the moe a man W dꝛaweth hym 
fro all woꝛldlye ſolace / the moꝛe he dꝛaweth nete to 
god almpghty/# the moꝛe hye that he alcendeth in 
loue # ſpũall 2teplacio:the moꝛe pfotidlp # i wardly 
he delcẽdeth in hůble zlyderaciõ ot hym lelfe # vyly 
pẽdynge hym lelte / he that aſcrybeth oz gyucth any 
goodnes to hym ſelte / he gaynſtãdeth the grace of 
god à letteth it to enter into hym / foꝛ p grace ot god 
al wey requyꝛeth an huͤble herte / it thou man ſapth 
our loꝛde Woloe pfytely diſpꝛayſe thy lelte/ a wold 
empte clene thy hert fro all erthely loue tha wolde F 
layth he diſtyll a entre into the with abudaut grace 


¶ The thyꝛde 

but the moꝛe attẽdaũce x effeccyon thou haſt to my 
creatures / the moꝛe is the æſyderacyon ⁊ loue ofthp 
creature take fro the / loke that thou lerne to ouer⸗ 
come thy ſelte ĩ all thynges / foꝛ the poſleſſyon ok thy 
cteatute/ than thou mayſt come to the knowlege 
ok thy loꝛde god / what ſo euer thynge thou loueſt in 
oꝛdiatly be it neuer ſo lytel yet it defoplith thy ſoule 
i letteth the to come to the kno wlege ⁊ loue of god, 
¶ The.rlvtit.chapt agayne vayne x ſeculer ſcycce. 
One lſayth our loꝛde to his louer beware p 

thou be nat moued by ß fayer # ſubtyll woꝛ⸗ 

des 02 lavinges of men / the reygne ot god ſtandeth 
nat in Woꝛde but in vertu / attende my Woꝛdes foꝛ 
they illumyne mãnes mynde # ĩtlameth w the ardu 
te ot loue mãnys herte / they make cõpũccyon i man 
to be ſoꝛy foꝛ his ſyñeg / with that they bꝛynge to 
mãnys ſoule great aſolaciõ gyuc the nat to lecture 
oꝛ ſtudy koꝛ that thou woldeſt be ſene cunnpage / 02 
Wyle bekoꝛe other / but ſtudy therby to moztptp thy 
byces x vicious lyuynge i the ⁊ other / foꝛ y ſhal ma 
re ꝓfyte the tha the kno wlege ok many q̃ſtious / foꝛ 
whan thou haſt red kno wen many thynges thou 
mult at laſt come to onc pꝛyncypall a begynynge of 
all other / J am he that techeth man cůnyng a gp 
ue moe clere vnderſtãdige to hũble ꝑſones thã auy 
man techith / loke whõ J ſpcke to he ſhalbe Wyſe + 
pfpte i ſoule / wo ſhall be thepm that ſeke o men cu 
ryous thynges and lytell põder the wey ho w they 
ſhuld ſerue and pleaſe me / the tyme ſhall come wha 
that Cryſte the mayſter ot all mayſters / and Loꝛde 
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Parte. 

of atigels ſhall aperc redp to here cuery mannes lef: 
ſon that is to ſap toerampnecucrp mancs cõcyens 
than ſhall I heruſalẽ be lyghtcncd #enſcrched with 
lanternes à lyghtes / and the hyd warke à cogitact 
ons of men / lhalbe manpfeſtly opened / a all vayne 
crcuſcs ſhalbe foꝛdon a layde a ſyde / Jam he ſayth 
god that ſodenly ryſe vype and illumyneth an hum: 
ble mynde / that he may take and percepue mo tea⸗ 
ſons of eternall trouth ſoner thã he that ſtudyeth. r. 
pere in the ſcolys / I teche without ſoũde of Woꝛdis 
without contuſyon of opynyons / without pꝛyde of 
wozlhpp-/X without fyght of argumẽtaciõ / teche 
to diſpyle all erthely thynges # thynges pꝛelent / J 
make inp louers to ſeke a to ſauoure thynges eter?» 
nall / to fle honours # paciently to ſuffer ſclaunders 
and aoucrlites nothpnge without me to deſyze but 
all theyz hope to put in me and to loue me ardentlye 
aboue all thynges / ſome in loupnge me in wardlye 
haue deuyne and godly thynges a clinpng to ſpe ze 
matueylous thynges ſuch hath moze ꝓtyted ĩ toꝛſa 
kynge all thiges / tha i ſtudyinge about ſubtyle thi⸗ 
ges / but J ſpeke to ſome comon thynges # to other 
ſpecyall thynges J appere to ſome lwetelp ihpd ly⸗ 
nes ſt lygutes / a to other J ſhe we great myſteryes 
w great lyght of vnderſtůͤdynge / there is one boyce 
t one letter in the bokes that they beholde / but that 
voyce oꝛ lettet intoꝛmeth nat all in lyke/ fo J am 

in warde techer of trouth / ſercher ol mãnes hert / 

vnderſtander of mines thought ꝓmoter ok his de⸗ 
dis gyuynge to eucty man as J thynke woꝛthy. 
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¶ The thyꝛde 
¶ The. xlix.chapiter / how we ſhulde deſpyſe x nat 
greatly deſyꝛc out warde woꝛdly thynges. 
Onethou muſt be ignoꝛant 4 vnknowinge 
many thynges thou mult acopte thy ſelfe as 
dede vpõ erthe / z ſeke one pally woꝛlde is crucyky⸗ 
ed to / thou muſte oucrpaſſe many thynges ÿ thou 
ſhalte parauenture ayenſt the oꝛ thy frende With a 
deffe ere nat anſwerige to ſuche / but to ſuch rather 
thoſe thinges that be to thy peact / it is bettera man 
to turne away his iyen fro thynges of dilpleaſure / 
ſt to let euery man to thynke a loke as he be em 
to withdꝛa w thpn crys fro vnpꝛokytable fables tha 
to deſerne to 2tenctous Woꝛdes if thou Voplt ſtaͤde 
t enclyne to god / dylygetly beholde his iugemẽt 
ſt the incke anl wers in his repꝛoues / thou ſhuldeſt 
ſuffer the moꝛe caſclp to be ouercome /o loꝛde God 
What be we / lo we wepe #lamet greatly koꝛ a lytel 
tẽpoꝛall harme 02 loſſe / we renne ayenſt myght and 
laboure bodely fo2 a lytell tẽpoꝛall auauntage / but 
our ſpũall loſſes # detrymentis vᷣ we ſuffre be ſoone 
fo:got with vs / ſcarſly we returne agayn therto 


an tyme after our loſſe / to that thyng that is lytell 


oꝛ nought woꝛth we gpue great attendaunce /and 
that thynge that is of great pꝛyce #mooſt neceſſary 
to vs we let nat by it / foꝛ all mãkynde in maner re 
neth to warde out warde thinges / a but they ſoone 
atyſe fro uche dyſpolycyon / they ſhall gladly lye a 
delyte cuer in out warde thynges. 

C The. l.chapvtet ho we euery tale 02 woꝛde is nat 
to be beleued /a how mannes woꝛde ſoonellpdeth. 

Imitatio criſti. Nt, 


* 


Parte. 

's i loꝛd gyue # — ok my trou 

ble that J luffer/foz mancs helpe is but vap 
ne a vnuaylable in ſuch nedis / J haue ofte fayled of 
helpe # ſocoute / Where J truſted to haue founde it 
and otte haue J founde taythkulnes/ where J tru: 
ſted leeſt to haue folide it / wherkoꝛe J lap that man 
laboureth in vapnep putteth his hope in man thou 
good loꝛde art the very hope #helth of man bleſſyd 
be thou ĩ all thynges # fo: all thynges that happeth 
tovs / we be ſicke #bnftable of our ſelfe we be ſoone 
chaunged fro goodnes # diſceyued / who is he that 
can ſo Warely # wplelp kepe hym ſelfe in all thiges 
that he fall nat ſome tyme into a ſnare of diſceyte of 
ſome ꝑplexite / but he that truſteth in the good loꝛde 
and leketh the with lymple herte doth nat ſo ſoone 
temeue krom the / and il it hap hym to fall into any 
tribulacyon /ho we ſo euer he be Wꝛapped therin / he 
ſhall ſoone be delyuered therofbp the / oz ellys ſoon 
receyue cõfoꝛt ot thy goodnes / toꝛ thou good loꝛde 
koꝛlakeſt them neuer vᷣ truly truſte in the / it is har 
de to fynde a fapthfull # a truſty freude / that ſo per 
ſcucryth in all the trybulacyons ok his frende / thou 
good loꝛde art mooſt faythtull ĩ all ſuch nedys / a ly 
ke vnto 5 none is / noꝛ may be foũde /o ful well felte 
# (auoured p ſoule in god / the which layde my myn 
de is groũded # ſtablyſſhed imp loꝛde god / if it we⸗ 
re lo with me I ſhuld nat ſo ſoone dꝛede man / ne be 
moued at his Woꝛdes / oho may ꝓuyde all thynges 
fo: to come / oꝛ who may eſchew p̃ parelles oꝛeuyls 
here after enſuynge it chances oz thiges bekoze ſene 


¶ The thyꝛde 

okte anoyeth a hurteth man / what ſhall J ſap than 
of thynges vn ꝓuyded / but that they moꝛe greuoul 
lyhutt / but wherkoꝛe haue nat J Wꝛetche better ꝓ⸗ 
uyded oz purueyed: why gaue J ſo ſoone credẽs to 
other mennes layinge ; but we be men / ye thoughe 
we be reputed and extemed aungels of many folke 
to whom ſhall Þ gyue credẽs / but to the good loꝛde 
foz thou art very trouth that nouther dilcey ueſt ne 
map be diſceyued / and euery other man is a lyer vn 
ſtable / ſoone dyſceyuynge moolt in woꝛdes ſo 5; 
vneth it can oꝛ may be beleued p ſemeth ryght wyle 
whan he pꝛokerith it / ho we pꝛudentlye haſte thou 
good loꝛde gyuẽ warnyng to vs to be ware otmen 
and how the mooſt famylyer fredes ot man be ene⸗ 
myes to hym / alſo a man ſhulde nat belcue if man 
ſhuld ſap to hym/lo cryſt is here oꝛ there / ſhe wyng 
hym that is nat cryſte but rather antecryſt as hath 
be layd and hereafter ſhalbe ſayde J am taught by 
harme that I haue ſuffred + ſene other ſuffer / And 
pꝛaye God that J may be taughte to be moze Ware 
t nat to my toly a man ſapth to me / ſone be ware 
and kepe this pꝛyuey to thy lelte that J ſay / why= 
les I kepe pꝛyuey ſuche as he commytted to me/ he 
can nat kepe pꝛyuey that thynge that he deſyꝛed me 
to kepe pꝛyuey / but anon he betrayeth and dyſclo⸗ 
ſeth bothe hym and me and lo gothe his way good 
lozde defcnde me from ſuch talys and vnware men 
that J fall nat into thepzhandes/noz take vpon me 
to do ſuche thynges / good lo:de graunt me to haue 
ſtablenes ot woꝛde a neuer to haue dyſceyttull toge 
Imitatio criſti. H. u. 


Harte, | 

but remoue all ſuche dpſceptes fer fro me/FJ ought 
in all wyſe eſchewe that thynge that J Wolde nat 
ſuffermp lelfe / o ho we good x pcaſyble is it a man 
to kepe ſcylence ot other menys dedes / ⁊ nat lightly 
to beleue euery mãnis tale / ne lyghtly to tell out lu 
che talys / to ſhe we bꝛefely ĩ fewe woꝛdes p entent 
ok his mynde nat to be led oꝛ moued w any boſting 
o2 tlaterynge woꝛdes / ⁊ al way to ſeke god almygh 
ty the beholder ok mannes loule in his dedys euer 
de lyꝛyng that all the entẽcion of his loule inwarde 
to geder with his out warde dedes may be directe X 
pfourmed after his gracyous pleaſure /ho w lure is 
it toz the eſcruacion otheuẽly grace /a man to kle vt 
tet appataũce of goodnes a nat to deſyꝛe out warde 
flatcry oꝛ vayngloꝛy / but rather to foloW thole thi 
ges which gyue and pꝛocure the amendynge of lyte 
With the feruour of good lyuynge / knoweẽ vertu X 
openly cõmendyd hath hurt many perſones where 
grace pꝛyuclye vſyd x hyd hath and doth pꝛokyte / 
auayle many i this frayle lyte / the which after ſcrip 
tuteis all tẽptacyon ⁊ malyce. ¶ The. li.chap⸗ 
ter / howea man ſhulde put his conkydence in God 
whan ſharpe woꝛdes touche hym. 
S Tonde ſone fermely a truſte i me wha thou 

art verpd with troubles # malycyous Wwo2 
des / what be woꝛdes but wynde 5 fleeth in p ayꝛe 
without hurt of any ſtone / it thou be gylty of ſuch 
Woꝛdes 02 Woꝛthy of them oꝛ ſuche tepꝛeues than 
thyntze thou wylte gladlye amende the / and if thou 
be nat gyltye thynke yet thou wylte luffer gladlye 


C The thyꝛde 
fuch repues foꝛ goddis lake / It is but an eaſy thyn 
ge to ſuffer ſharpe woꝛdis ſometyme where it is lo 
that thou mayſte nat ſuffre harde flagellacyons / oꝛ 
betynges with cryſte foꝛ hym / ĩ why is it that ſo 
ſmall thynges be ſo bytter and odyous to the / but 
fo: that thou art pet carnall a nat ſpũall in thy affec= 
cyons / geuynge moꝛe hede to man than to god / foꝛ 
that thou dꝛedeſt to be deſpyſed / thou Wolt nat be re 
pꝛeued fo: thy exceſſis / but ſekeſt foꝛ thy defence der 
ke ̃ ſynyſter excuſes / but beholde thy ſelfe better # 
thou ſhalt ſe well that the Woꝛlde #vapne gloꝛy / oꝛ 
mannes pleaſure lyueth yet in the / Whan thou reku 
ſeſt to be hũbled # 2fotidid foꝛ thy defautis / it is cer 
teyne that thou art nat very huble ne truly dede / oz 
moꝛtyfyed to the woꝛlde / noz haſt nat Þ Woꝛlde cru 
ciłyed to the / but here thou mp woꝛdes # thou ſhalt 
nat dꝛede a thouſande mennys Woꝛdys / lo it all the 
woꝛdes p myght be feyned Were maliciouſly ſapde 
agayn the / what ſhulde they noy the if thou wolde 
let them paſle # nat poder them greatly / thou know 
eſt / they may nat mayme the ne hurt one here of thy 


hede / but he that hath nat iwarde ſyght to his ſoule 


helth / noꝛ god afoꝛe his ſpght is ſoone moued a tro 
bled at a ſharpe woꝛde / he that truſteth in me ſapth 
our loꝛde and Woll nat ſtande to his o lone tugemet 
ſhalbe without mãnes terrour / am the iuge and 
no wer of all ſecretis / kno we how euery thige 
is done / J knowe both hym 5 doth the ĩiury a hym 
that ſuffteth it / foꝛ by mp ſuffraticeſuche iturpes be 
done that many mẽnys thoughtis may be knowẽ 
Imitatio criſti. M. lii. 


arte. 

d iuge bothe the — hym that is gylty 
ut I haue decreed to ꝓue them both by my hyd tus 
gemet / the teſtymony # iugemẽt ok man ofte tyme 
deceyueth / but my iugemeẽt is truc/it ſhall ſtãde ita 
ble / ᷑ it ſgal nat be ſubuerted though it behyd ⁊ nat 
apere / yet it neuer dothe erre thoughe it apere nat 
ryght wys to ſome / whertoꝛe ĩ euerv iugemẽt man 
ſhulde renne to me / a nat to lene to his one reaſon 
à tight wis man wol neuer be troubled what thig 
lo euer hap to hym ot god / yet and ik any wꝛonge be 
layde vnto hym he wol nat moche recke / ne he ſhall 
nat becralted by vapne gloꝛy if he be reaſonably ex 
cuſed by other / koꝛ ſuche a perlone ælydereth well þ 
Jam the very ſercher ot mãnys hert a in warde par 
tycs # nat iugynge atter the face & the out warde a 
pcralice ot man:but after the in warde demeanyng 
of manys ſoule/fozofteJ iuge ⁊ kynde culpable ma 
np thigis p maͤnys iugemẽt demeth to be laudable 
wheretoze J beſeke the my loꝛde God the true iuge 
ſtronge and pacient that kno welt the kraylte ok the 
malyce ot man / be thou my ſtrength a truſt i all nes . 
dps myne obne cõciẽce / foꝛ thou good loꝛde know 
eſt i me p I know nat my ſelte / thertoꝛe i eueryv re 
pue J ſhuld hũble my ſelfe # benigely ſuffer / but foꝛ 
almoche as J haue nat pacietly a mckely ſuffred all 
ſuch cõdycyon / relece # foꝛgyue me good loꝛde J be 
leke the / a gyue me moꝛe large grace of ſufferatice/ 
thy pleuteuous metcy is better to me by the which 
I map opteyne pardon ot my myſbehaueour / than 
the ꝓper opynyõ ol my tuſtpce koz the defence ol my 


CThethy:de : 
hyd cöcience / foꝛ though J ſuppoſe mpc5cpece tobe 
clene #nat ſpotted with any ſynne / yet F map nat 
luſtifye me in ỹ / koꝛ it thy mercy be remeued fro vs 
no mã here lyuynge may be right wyſe i thy ſyght. 
¶ The.lii chapter howman ſhulde ſuffer all gre⸗ 
uys ſt aduerſytes fo2 the lyfe euerlaſtynge that we 


all hope and abyde here. 18 
& On ſe thou be nat bꝛoke by ipaciẽs of the la⸗ il 

boursþ thou halt take vpon the fo: mp ſake . 
alſo ſe thou be nat caſt do wne by dyſpayꝛe 02 vnre- | 


ſonable heupnes in any trouble that ſhall hap vnto 
the but be thou recõkoꝛted / ſtrẽgthed ĩ euery ſuche 
chaũce by my ꝓmyſes / foꝛ J am ſuffpcyet to rewar 
de #gpue to my ſeruauntis aboue all meſure / thou p 
ſhaltnatlabourloge here ne al way be greued with 
heuynes / abyde a ſhoꝛte tyme in pacyens / and thou 

ſhalt ſoone haue an ende ol thy troubles / ane houre 
ſhall come whan all thy labouts / and troubles ſhal 
ceace /all thynge is meluryd and paſſethw tyme is 
voth lytell a ſhoꝛt / do therfo:e as thou doſte and la⸗ 
bour teythtully i my byncyarde that is to ſay in my 
churche after the degre that thou art called to and J 
ſhalbe thy te warde 1wꝛyte thou / rede / ſynge / ſoꝛo w 
fo: thy ſpfics / kepe thy mouthe fro yll a vayne woꝛ 
dis / pꝛay thou ⁊ be pactent ĩaduerſites / luch exercy 
{cs With ſuch other ᷣtuoꝰ labours be the very wey 
merytes of euerlaſtynge lyfe peace ſhall come one 
day Þ is knomẽ to out loꝛde a hyd fro man / p dave 
hall nat be as p̊ day oʒ nyght ok this lyke / but it ſhal 
be lyght #cuer endurynge clerenes / ſtedkaſt peace / 


Parte. 
and inkynyte reſt infallyble# ſure / Thou ſhalt nat 
than ſap With the apoſtle / who ſhall delyuer me fro 
the ꝑellys # the iopdy ok my moꝛtall body / ne thou 
ſhalt nat than crye with the ꝓphet With delyꝛe to be 
deſolued# ſap theſe woꝛdes / wo is me that myne a 
bydynge here i this moꝛtall body is ꝓlõged / a why 
fo: than ſhall deth that bekoꝛe had dfiacton in man / 
be ouerthꝛowẽ #deſtroped/#helth of body # loule 
ſhall thã cuer be without ende / none anoy ſhall tha 
be to man / but a bleſlyd ioy ã myꝛth / a lWete/ and 
fayze cõpany / O if thou ſawe the ꝑpetucil crovones 
of ſayntes in heuen / in what maner of gloꝛy they 
lyue ioy in now / that were bekoze deſpyſed i they 
lyuynge #reputed vnwoꝛthy to lyue / ſlothely thou 
wolde humble the in the mooſt lowly wyſe / a thou 
Wolde ſoner deſyꝛe to be ſubiecte to euery man / thã 
to haue gouernaũce of any man no2 thou Wold nat 
deſyze p glad dayes of this woꝛlde / but thou wolde 
rather deſpze to be in trybulacion fo2 god and thou 
wolde deſyꝛe alſo tobe vylypendyd # (ct at nought 
amonge men fo: cryſt # with cryſt thy ſaucour/otf. 


theſe thpnges were lauery to the # ſhuldpzofounde 


ly ꝑſe thy herte / thou woldeſt nat ones coplapne 5 
at ſuch troubles # aduerſitees # why: foꝛ we ought 
eche of vs toſuffer all labours / hardneſlc:fo2 the 
lyfe eternall that is ſo pᷣcyous / it is no lytell thynge 
to wynne oꝛ to leſe the kyngedome of heuẽ / lyft vp 
thy ſoule into heuen a beholde me# my ſayntes all 
that hath had andſuffred great conklyctes / and ba⸗ 
tayles With me in this wozlde / now they top with 
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¶ The thyꝛde 

me / no we they be cõtoꝛted/ no we they ſurely reſt af 
ter they labours à ſhall euerlaſtynglye abyde and 
repgne w meĩ the euerlaſtynge reygne ol mp kader. 
C The. liii.chapiter / ot᷑ the day of eternyte / a ofthe 
an zuyſſhe of this pꝛeſent lyfe. 

He manſyon of the hygh cyte ok heuen is all 

full ot blyſſe a top infynyte / o thou day cter 
nall mooſt clere pᷣ which art nat made darke by any 
nyght / but it ſhyneth euer by the hye trouthe ok al⸗ 
myghty god / this day is euer iopfull and mooſt me 
ry tuer ſure and ltedfaſt x neuer chaũgynge his ſta 
te into cõmodyouſnes / wolde god that day ſhulde 
ſhyne to vs / ⁊ all tẽpoꝛall thynges were endyd this 
day oketernyte gyueth lyght to the layntes in heuẽ 
with perpetuall clerte and ſhynynge / but to trauay 
lers here in erthe it is karre as by Þ mene of a myꝛ 
rour / the Cytez ins ol heuen kno we ho we topfull Þ 
day is / and We whiche be the chyldꝛen of Eue and 
butlawes from heuen ſoꝛo we fo2 tedyouſnes #bpt 
ternes of this our tempoꝛall day /p dayes of this ty 
me be ſhoꝛte / euyll full of ſoꝛowes and anguyſſhes 
where man is defopled with many ſyñes and ts fe- 
bipſſhed and deſtroyed often by paſſpons he is con- 
tracte and dyſtrayned with many dꝛedes and with 
many buſpnelles is he occupyed / he ts W2apppd in 
many vanytes / ⁊ with many crrours he is itriked 
and bꝛoke with many laboures / he is moued with 
many temptacions / he is ouercome With delptes # 
he is crucvate ⁊ turmentyd with penury and nede / 
o whan ſhall all cheſe labours be ende / and whan 
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Parte. 

ſhall I be delyuered kro the myſery / and thzaldome 
of vyces / whã ſhall J thpnke of the alone goodſtoꝛ⸗ 
de all other thynges lelte / and wh ſhall J top in þ 
fully / whan ſhall J be without all Impedymẽt/oꝛ 
lettynge / a in very lyberte without all greuaticc of 
body and mynde / whã ſhall J poſleſſc ſadde peace 
without trouble / ſure peace Within and without & 
ure on euer ſyde / o good ieſu whan ſhall J ſtãde 
to beholde the / whan ſhall J haue ſyght / contem 
placyõ of the eternall gloꝛy of thy kyngedome w hã 
thalt thou be to me all in all /o wha ſhall J be With 
the in thy kyngedome / the whiche thou haſte of thy 
goodnes pꝛeparate to thy louers at the begynnyn 

lo Jam lette here a pooze outlawe tn the Lande o 

myne ennemyes where dayly batayles and in koz⸗ 
tunes be full great / comtoꝛte me good loꝛde in my 
cxyle / mytygãte my ſoꝛo we foz J tpghe vnto the w 
all deſyze / ko all that the woꝛlde offrethvnto me foꝛ 
my ſolace is but a burden to me / I deſyꝛe in warde 
ly to be knytte #cleuc tothe good loꝛde but IJ maye 


nat come therto / delyze to be cõuerted and atteyn 


the heuenly thynges / but Wwozldbp thynges and pol 
ſeſſyons vnmoꝛtykyed in me let me / ĩ where in my 
mynde J wolde and deſpze to be aboue all tẽpoꝛall 
thynge / Jam copcliyd agaynſt mp Wyll by my dul 
body to be vnder all / a ſo J vnhappy man am ĩ ty 
nuall fight with my felle / ã Jam made greuous to 
my ſelle whyles my ſpyꝛyte deſyꝛeth to be aboue # 
my kleſſhe to be do wne / o what is my ſuffraunce w 
inkoꝛthe that whan J treate ot heuenly thynges by 
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¶ The thyꝛde 

dylygence ol my mynde / anone a multytude of car 
nall thoughtis metre ⁊ letted me / good loꝛd be thou 
nat by thy grace far fro me /noꝛ declyne thou nat in 
Vo:zath fro thy ſeruaũt / ſende do wune the lyghtnyng 
ol thy grace # 2ſume ſuch vayne #troblous though 
tes /{ededowae thy aro wes of dꝛede a chaſe awap 
all the fantaſpes of the ennemy / gather to gether all 
my lenſps tothe/#make me foꝛget all wozldlp thin 
— i gyue me grace loone to auoyde fro me ⁊ to de 

pyſe the fantaſmes 02 Images ofſpnne, Socoure 
thou me eternall truthe that no vanytes meue me / 
O thou heuenly ſwetnes come and enter into me/X 
chaſe fro me all vnclennes / foꝛgyue me J beſeke the 
x mercykully ꝑdon as otte as F 2ſpderi mp mynde 
any thynge in tyme al pꝛayer excepte thy goodnes / 
— the good loꝛde that J haue be wont to 

chaue me very diſtractelp i pꝛayer ⁊ other thynges 
fo: Jam nat often there / but abſent where J ſtãde 
02 ſytte bodyly but J am moꝛe there whether Jam 
bone by ſuch thoughtis / foꝛ Jam there where my 
deſyꝛes be / and there my thought d delyze is where 
» thyng is p Jloue / foꝛ Þ thyug doth mete me ans 
in thought that naturally pleaſith oꝛ delyteth wher 
koʒe thou truthe haſt openlye ſapde, where thy trea⸗ 
ſour is / there is thy herte / if J loue heuen I thynke 
gladly on heuenly thynges / If J loue the woꝛlde 
top of hit x in the foꝛtunes of the Woꝛlde / and J am 
heuy to here of the woꝛldlye aduerſptees / it J loue 
my body oz fleſſhelp deſyꝛes / than J ofte Jmagen 
and thyntze ol them / it J loue my ſolwle / oz lppꝛyte 


Harte. 
A delyte to thpnke bp0 ſpirituell thynges / ſo what 
io euer thynge J loue J gladly ſpeke / ⁊ of the ſame 
90 bere the Images ok ſuch buſyly ĩ my mpnde/ but 
leſſpd is that man p fo2 god foꝛgetteth all maner 
of creatures # that doth vyolẽce to nature / and that 
doth crucyfy 02 quẽche pᷣ fouleluſtys o2 2cupyſſens 
ofthe fleſſh bp feruour of ſpyꝛyte / ſo that with a cle⸗ 
re ꝑſciẽce he may offer his pꝛayers purely to god / 
ſo be woꝛthy the cõpany of aũgels / all erthely thyn 
ges within and without hym excludyd kro hym. 
¶ The. liiii. Chapiter / oł the deſp2e of euerlaſtynge 
lyte à what goodes be pꝛomyſed to the knyghtis of 
god that fyght ayenſt ſynne. 
¶ One whã thou felyſt that the deſyꝛe of euer⸗ 
laſtynge beatytude oꝛ blyſle is infoũdyd ĩ to 
the by grace and With that thou delyꝛeſt to departe 
out of thy body that thou may ſe my clerenes cuerla 
ſtyngly / than open thyn herte receyue this holy i 
ſpiracion with all deuocion + deſyꝛe / gyue dygne X 
mooſt large graces to the hye goodnes of god that 
doth to d ſo woꝛthely/ fo gracyoully vylyteth p / ſo 
ardently excyteth the / a ſo myghtyly doth rayſe the 
that thou fall nat to erthely thynges by thpn owne 
nature burden thou doſte nat receyue that grace 
by thyn owne thynkyng oz lakour / but all only by 
the goodnes ot heuenly grace a the reſpecte of God 
fo: that thou ſhuldeſt pfpte moꝛe # moze in Gtuous 
lpuyn ge ⁊ in humplyte / ⁊ that thou ſhuldeſt ppare 
the ayenſt batayles foꝛ to tome and alſo that thou 
ſhuldeſt cleue to god almyghtye with afteccpon of 
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CThethyde 
with a keruour ot deuociõ a ſtedfaſt wyll / ſone the 
kyꝛe doth often bꝛen but d flame therofdoth nat al⸗ 
tende without kume oꝛ ſmoke / right ſo the deſyꝛe of 
ſome men is in heuenlye thynges but theyꝛ affeccy= 
ons be nat fre fro temptacions of the fleſſhe / a there 
foze thep do nat alwey purely foꝛ the honour of god 
that whiche they alke ſo effectuoully of god ſuch is 
ofte tymes thy deſyꝛe Which thou layde Was ſo im⸗ 
poꝛtune / foꝛ that deſyꝛe is nat pure and pertyte / the 
which is tnfecte with mannes pꝛoper commodyte / 
altze thou therfoze nat ſuch thiges as be delectable / 
oꝛ pꝛokytable to the, but ſuche as be woꝛſhypfull to 
me fo: it thou iuge right thou oughteſt to ꝓfer myn 
oꝛdenaũce betoꝛe thy deſpze and all other thiges to 
be delyꝛed / and to kolo we mp Wyll a oꝛdenaunce F 
knowe thy deſyꝛe / and haue herde thy manyfolde 
ſyghynges # Wepiges, thou wolde now be i the ly 
becte ofthe glozp ofthe chyldꝛen of god / it delyteth 
the no we ta be in the eternall hous of god that is to 
ſapithe heuẽly coũtrey Where full top ts but thour 
is nat yet come / thou muſt yet haue labour and ba⸗ 


taple ayenſt thyn enemyes / ̃ ſo haue the tyme of p 


bacion here afoze thou come to cucrlaſtpuge glozp / 
t reſt:thou wolde be fulfplled w that hye goodnes / 
but thou mayſt nat haue it yet / J am the eſſencyall 
goodnes of inan / abyde me ſayth our loꝛde vnto J 
call the to my ʒyngdome / Thou muſt be pued ⁊ er 
ercyſed here i erth afoze thou come to me thou ſhalte 
haue conſolacion ſome tyme gyuen the / but the full 
plente that ſapntes hathe in heuen ſhalte thou nat 
Imitatio criſti. O. i. 


— 
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Harte. 
haue whyle thou lyueſt here / be thou therkoꝛe recoñ 
koꝛted a ſtrõge both in thy doinges # in thy ſuſtrace 
the contraryoulnes of nature / thou mult do on the 
clothynge of grace ⁊ inocencye ⁊ be chaũged into a 
newe man thou muſt often do that thou wolde nat 
t that thynge that thou Wolde do thou mult leue p 
pleaſe the other men ſhall ꝓcede and come to effecte 
t that thynge that thou haſt a pleaſure in ſhall nat 
come to eſfecte ꝑauenture/alſo what other men lay 
ſhalbe herde # what thou ſayſt is (ct at noughte /o⸗ 
ther men ſhall aſke a they ſhall haue theyꝛ aſkynge 
but thou ſhalt aſtze # nat ſpede / other men ſhalbe cõ 
mẽded in mẽnys mouthes / and of the no man ſhall 
ſpete / other perſones {hall haue this offpce/02 that 
compt to them / and thou ſhalt be demed vnpꝛokyta⸗ 
ble/fo2 ſuche thyuges is man ofte naturally heuy ⁊ 
a great thynge it is if thou bere ſuch w ſtyll mouth 
and mynde in ſuch thinges with other lyke is man 
ꝓued / whether he be the true ſeruaũt of god / how 


he can denye hym lelfe a bꝛeke hym in aduerſytees 


ſcatlly thou ſhalt funde any thpnge enioyned oꝛ lay 
de vnto p to do / foꝛ the which thou nedyſt to luffre . 
deth as thou ſhalt tyude thinges 2trarp to thy Wyll 
which thou muſt ſuffre mooſt wha thynges dyſcoꝛ 
dyngeto thy mynde which appereth to the lelle pꝛo⸗ 
fytable i execuciõ / be cõmaũded to the / foꝛaſmoch 
as thou att vnder the domynyon # power of other 
to whom thou dare nat reſyſt thertoꝛe it is ſene har 
de to the to kolo we alwey Wyll of other / al wey 
to leue thy pꝛoper wyll / but beholde lone #conlider 


CThethyde 
well p ende of thy labours which is nat far fro the 
Allo gyue hede to the krute ok them together with p 
infpnpte rewardes of Þ ſame / and thou ſhalt haue 
no greuaunce in ſuche labouts / but a great cofozte 
of thy pactice foꝛ as fo2 that lytle pleaſure that thou 
wyltully foꝛſakeſt now in this lyue thou fhaltcuer 
haue thy Wyll don in heuẽ / koꝛ thou ſhalt haue there 
all p thou Wyll o2 can deſpzc/thou lhalte haue ther 
power of all goodnes without any dꝛede to leſe it / 
thete thy wyll one euer with me ſhall coueyte oꝛde⸗ 
lyꝛe no ſtraunge/pꝛwuate 02 Wozldlp thynges there 
ſhall no man rcſyſt the / ne none complayne on the / 
none ſhall let the oꝛ withſtãde the / but all that thou 
deſyzeſt ſhalbe pꝛelentyd to the / and they ſhall fulfpl 
all thyne affeccyon oꝛ deſp:e vnto the fulnes of the 
ſame / there ſhall glozp be gyuen in rewarde foꝛ re⸗ 
pꝛeues here pacic̃ly ſuftred / and the pall of laude foz 
heuynes and fo2 the lo Weſt oz laſte place that thou 
haſt be cõtent With / thou ſhalt there receyue euerla 
Nynge reygne / there ſhall apere p krute of obedpts 
here kepte fo2 god / the tabgure of penaũce ſhalbe re⸗ 
warded with ioy / ã humble ſubieccyõ ſhalbe crow 
ned with glozy / bowe p therfoze vnder cuery man 
nes hande / a fo:ſe thou nat who commaundeth the 
fo: to do this thige oʒ that / but ſtudy thou W great 
dylygence that Whether it be thy pꝛelate thy felow 
02 lower than thou / that intẽdyth to do any thynge 
that thou take all ſuche thpnges well and with pa⸗ 
ſyence / and that thou fulfpll theym with very good 
and deuout Wyll / let this perſone ſeke thys thynge 
Imitatio criſti. O. ii. 


Harte, 

#he that thynge / be he glad of this thynge / and he 
of that / oz he commendyd in this / and he in that / be 
they neuer ſo pcyous 02 multyplyed / ioy thou ney⸗ 
ther in this thynge noꝛ ĩthat / but alonly to be vyly⸗ 
p£ded 02 deſpyſed #i mp pleaſure # honour/# ouer 
all deſpze that whether thou lyue oz dye / god al woey 
be gloꝛityed ĩ the oꝛ by the. ¶ The. lv. chapter a man 
beynge in heuynes t deſolaciõ lhulde cõmytte hym 
into the haudes ok god / z to his grace layinge. 

D2dc god holy fader blellyd be thou now r 

euer / koz after thy holy plealure / ſo thou haſt 
done to me/ and all that thou doſt is good J belech 
the good loꝛde that thy ſeruaũt may ioy in the and 
nat in my ſelte / ne in none other thynge but in the / 
oʒ oꝛdꝛed to the / foʒ thou alone art verpe gladneſſe / 
thou art my hope my crowue of reward thou goo 
loꝛde art mp toy ⁊ honour / what haue J / oꝛ any o 
thy ſeruaũtis p We haue nat receyued of thy good⸗ 
nes / ye without our meryte / all be thyne that thou 
haſte gyuen and made / J am but poze ⁊ haue be in 
trauayle fro my youth / ołten mp ſoule is heuy vn 
to wepyng z ſome tyme it is troubled agapn it (clfe - 
fo: pallyõs tierlly inryſynge / J deſyꝛe good loꝛde þ 
top of peace / I alkep peace of thy choſen chyldꝛẽ the 
Which be noꝛiſſhed a led ol the ĩ the lyght ol ĩ warde 
t eternall ⁊ſolacyõ / it good loꝛde graũt me peace / 
if thou graunt me in Wardly holy top than ſhall the 
loule ot thy leruaũt be full ofloupnge and devoute 
p2apſpngeofthp tnfpupte goodnes/X ik thou with 
dꝛabe the fro me / as thou haſt often Wonte to doo / 


* 
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than may J nat ren the way ol thy tommaundeme 
tys that is to ſap fulfpll them / but moꝛe thy ſeruaũt 
is then arted to knocke his bꝛeſt #to knele fo: grace 
and coſolacton atoʒe had foz that it is nat with hym 
now as yeſterday and the day befoze whan thy lan 
terne of lyght ſhone vpon hym and illumyned his 
ſoule / and was defendpd fro the in warde temptact 
ons vnder p ſhadow #lhplde of thy wynges right 
Wyſe father a euer Wozthp to be moſt loued p hour 
is come that thy leruaunt ſhulde be pꝛoued in it is 
Wozthp father v thy ſeruaunt ſuffer this hour lom⸗ 
What foꝛ the / Thou knew in thy cternall pſcns an 
houre fo2 to come in the whiche koꝛ a lytell tyme thy 
ſeruaũt ſhuld out wardly be ouercom # pet within 
fo:th be euer lyuynge ayenſt ð / that he ſhuld be vy⸗ 
— — delpyſed toꝛ a tyme in the 

yght of men / by ſoꝛys / peyncs / paſſyon / that he a 
ryle agayn with the in the mozne ol a ne w lyght of 
grace #after that be glozyfped in heuen / koꝛ all ſuch 
humplpactons holy tather thou haſt ſo oꝛdeyned ⁊ 
Wylled ⁊ after thy cõmaũdement ſo be it fulfplled i 
me / This is thy grace 2ᷣ̊ thou good loꝛde ſhe weſt to 
thy frende toſuffre troubles here ĩ this woꝛlde toꝛ 
thy loue as ofte/Wha ſo cuer /a i what lo euer wyie 
thou dyſpoleſt oꝛ ſuffreſt it to fall / without thy cot 
ceyle and pꝛouydeuce / And allo withoute cauſe no⸗ 
thynge is done here ĩ erthe / It is good to me good 
loꝛde / that thou haſte humbled me that J map ther 
by lerne the ryght Wyle iugementes / and therby ca 
e fro me all pꝛyde and pꝛelumpcyon of herte / It is 

' Jwmitattocriltt, O. ui. 
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very pfitable to methat J haue ſuffred oꝛ had ſuch 
cofuſpon/that I by theerudicton of it ſhuld rather 
ſcke thy conſolacyon than mannes in ſuch aduerly⸗ 
te / I haue lernyd allo therby to dꝛede thy inſcruta= 
ble iugemẽtis wherby thou pꝛoueſt x ſcourgeſt the 
ryghtwyſe man and p wycked / and that nat with 
out equyte and right wylnes J thake the that thou 
haſte nat ſpared my ſynnes but punyſſhed me with 
ſcourges of loue / ve bothe within # without with 
loꝛes and anguyſſhes / no creature vnder heuẽ map 
cõtoꝛte me in myne aduerſptes but thou good loꝛde 


the very and heutly leche of mannes ſoule that ſmp 


teſt and helyſt agayne / Thou ledeſt vs into ſharpe 
peynes ot body #luffreſt vs to be ledde into dedely 
ſynne ſomtyme / and thou bꝛyngeſt vs out theroka 
gayne by thy great grace / Thy dylcyplyne be vpõ 
me / and thy lcourge ſhall teche me the wayes of ver 
tue and mekenes / Lo kader J am here in andvader 
thy handes / c J enclyne me vnder thy rodde of co 
reccyon / ſmyte my backe and my necke that J map 
bo we and refourme mp crokpdnes vnto thy Wyll / 
Make me meke and lowly that J map lpue al way 
at thy wyll/ J cõmytte me to 8 good loꝛde with all 
mpnefo2 to be cozrecte/F02 better it is to be punyſ⸗ 
ſhed # coꝛrecte here / than after this ſyte / thou kno⸗ 
Vwelt all thpnges and nothpnge is hydde i mannes 
ſoule 92 concpens fro the/afo:e any thpuges be ma 
de / thy wyldome knoweth them fo2 to be / it is nat 
nedeful p any man teche oꝛ warne the ok any thyng 
that is done here in erthe / Thou knoweſt what pzo 
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kyte oꝛ pepne is expedpent to me and moche trybula 
cyon auayleth to pourge the fplthe and ruſte of my 
hozryble Synne and vpces/therfoze do thou with 
me after thy pleaſure and deſpyſe nat J beſeke thy 
grace my ſyntul lyte foꝛ thou knowel it beſt graut 
me good loꝛde grace to knowe that J am boũde to 
kno we and to loue that J ought to loue / to pꝛayſe 5ᷣ 
thou wolde I ſhulde pꝛayſe / and to repute that is 5 
cyous i thy ſyght / and to refuſe all that is vyle afoze 
the / gyue me grace good loꝛde nat to Juge thiges 
akter myne out warde ſyght ne after the herynge oꝛ 
the relacyon of vncunnpnge folke / but truly to dyſ 
cerne of byſpble thiges a ſpyzituall / and aboue all 
thynges to enquyꝛe and folow thy wyll xpleaſure/ 
mannes wyttes be often dyſceyued in iugemẽt / al⸗ 
ſo the louers ofthe woꝛlde be often dyſceyued in lo⸗ 
uynge all onely thynges vylyble / what is a man p 
better that men repute hym moꝛe oꝛ better thã he is 
i dede / a deceyuer deceyueth another one vayne ma 
another / one blynde man another / a one ſycke per⸗ 
ſone another / whyle he ſo exalteth hym / And yet in 
. trouthe he moꝛe contoundeth hym than auaunceth 
Vhples he ſo vaynly dothe laude / oz pꝛayſe hym fo? 
ho we great comendable ⁊ holy euery man is in thy 
ſyght ſo woꝛthy # great he is and no moꝛe. 
¶ The. l vi. chapter / A man ſhulde gyue hym to hũ⸗ 
ble warkes whan he is nat inclyned oꝛ dyſpoled to 
hye warkes. G1 | 
l One thou mayfſt nat al way ſtande in ferutt 
delyze of vertu /noz in the hyghe degte of cõ⸗ 


Parte. 

temptacion / but it is nedefull to the ſometpme fo: þ 
fyꝛſt coxrupcton of mankynde to deſcende to lower 
thynges / and to bere the burden of thts cozruptyble 
IpfeW tedyouſnes #agapnſt thy Wyll fo: as longe 
as thou bereſt thy moꝛtal body thou ſhalt felc wery 
nes theupnes of thy herte / thou mult therkoꝛe why 
les thou lyueſt in this moꝛtall lyfe ofte mourne and 
ſozowe ofthe burden and contradyccyon of thy box 
dye to thy ſoule foꝛ that thou mayſt nat continually 
and without ceſſpnge gyue hede and cleue to ſpuͤall 
ſtudyes and to godly cõtẽplatyon / then it is expedy 
ent to theto fle to lowe and out warde Warkes / and 
to take thy recreacyon in the exercyſe of good dedis 
ſt lo to abyde fermely my cõmynge and heuẽly vyſy 
tacyon / and with that pacyently to ſuffer exyle and 
dꝛyneſſe ol mynde / vnto that J vpſpte the agapn a 
delyuer the from all tedpouſnes/fo2 J ſhall make 
the foꝛgete all ſuch anoyes #labours #ts ioy in in⸗ 
warde quyctacion of ſoule / I (hall lay afoze the cõ⸗ 
ſolacios of ſcripture that with glad herte thou map 
begyn to walke in mp cõmaũdemẽtes # Clap the pep 
nes and paſlyons of this woꝛlde be nat woꝛthy to p. 
glozp of heuẽ / the which ſhalbe manykeſted a lhew 
ed in ys after this lyke. ¶ The.lvii.chapiter /a man 
ſhuld nat repute hym ſelte woꝛthy to haue cololacp 
on / but rather woꝛthy indygnacyon layinge. 

1 Jam nat woꝛthy to haue thy conſola 
4 cyon no! any ſpirituall vpſptacio ⁊ therfoze 
thou good loꝛde doſt nothynge agayne ryghtVyſe 
nes / Wuhan thou leueſt me in penurye / nede / and de 
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ſolacion /i I myght pet out frometerisofcontrict 
on to the ſymylytude of the See yet am J nat woꝛ⸗ 
thy thy cõſolacion J am nat woꝛthy but to be ſcour 
ged and punyſſhed / J haue ſo greuoully / and manv 
koldely ſynned / and affẽded the in trouth / Jam nat 
woꝛthy thy leeſt cõſolacyõ / but thou good loꝛde be⸗ 
nygnea mercitull that wyll nat thy werkes ſhulve 

peryſſhe to ſhe we the ryches of thy excellent good⸗ 
nes into the vellelt ol thy mercy: ye without my p 
per meryte / thou withſaue to cafozt me thy ſeruaũt 
aboue all mannes meſure/fo2 thy conſolacyons be 
nat atter manes kables / what haue J don my good 
Lode that thou ſhuldeſt gyue me any celeſtyall cõ⸗ 
ſolacyon / foꝛ I knowe nat that J haue done any 
good / hut al way pꝛone to bnce and ſlo we to amẽde 
me / tre we it is that IJ ſaye I can nat ſaye nat / it J 
ſhulde any other wyle (ape thou ſhuldeſt ſtande a- 
gayne me / and no man ſhulde defende me agayne 
the / what haue J deſerued koꝛ my ſynnes but hell ⁊ 
ye eternall / Introuthe Fconfoſſc that J am wo2 
thyall derpſpogand contempte / it ſemeth me nat to 
d well amonge deuout perſones / aud thoughe J he 
re luch thynges impacyentlyc / yet ſhall J laye and 
repꝛoue my ſynnes agayn me that J map the ſoner 
opteyne thy mercy / What may J lay that am ſo gpl 
tyc and full of all cõfuſyon / J haue nothynge to ſap 
but only this woꝛde / Loꝛde god J haue euyll incly 
nacyons / and greuouſlp haue ſynned / haue mercy 
on me ã foꝛgyue me J beſeke the / luſfer mea lytle 
that J map lvzoWe and be way le my ſynnes afozeJ 


 - Parte” - | 
paſſe hens bnto the countrep of darkenes coticred 
with p darkenes of deth / and what doſt thou aſke 
mooſt of a wꝛetchyd ſynner / but that he be ſo2ofull 
ano made meke ot his ſynnes / in very cõtriciõ / and 
humylyacion of manes herte / is very hope of fo:gp 
ueneſſe / manns concience ſo troubled with contrp 
cyon is reconſyled to god / allo grace loſt by ſynne 
is tepared / and therby man is dekendyd fro the Wa 
the of god / a there meteth to gether in holy kyſſyng 
and halſynge of god almpghtp# the penytẽt ſoule / 
the humble cõtricion of ſynners is an acceptable ſa« 
cryfpce to the good loꝛde / gyuynge a moze ſwete o⸗ 
dour vnto thy goodnes than tneenſe by fyer /it is al 
lo the p̃cyous d acceptable opntmet that thou good 
loꝛde wolde to be mynyſtred to thy fete / floꝛ thou ne 
uer dyd ne doſt deſpyſe but gladly receiueſt vnto thy 
grace a cõtryte a an huble hert / there is the place of 
rekuge fro the face of wꝛath of the enemye / there is 
clenſyd and amendyd What ſo euer kyltheis other 
Wyle done. ¶ The.lviii.chapter / grace is nat 
myxt with folke that delyteth in erthely thynges. 

One grace is a pꝛecious thynge / it woll nat 
be mprt with ſtraüge thynges noꝛ w erthly 
coſolactons thou muſt thertozeauopde from the all 
þ ipedymẽtis of grace if thou Wylte receyue it /alke 
g lecrete place to thy eoteplacion loue to d well with 
thy ſelle alone / leke nat veyne ſpekynge With other 
but rather be thou occupped With deuoute pꝛayer to 
god that thou may haue a cõpuncte mpnde da pure 
cocptce/le thou accõpte all the wozlde of lytell pꝛyce 
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karre thou thehonour ⁊ medptacto of god / toꝛ thou 
mayſt louyugly thynke on me/# with that delyte ĩ 
Wozldlp # tranſytoꝛy thynges / thou muſt ſeperat # 
withdꝛa we thy ſelfe fro p knowlege a dere trendis 
t thy mynde tro all bodely ſolace/as ſaynt peter the 
apoſtyll coũceyleth in his epyſtyll / all cryſtt folke Þ 
they as ſtraungers ⁊ pylgrymes abſteyne from all 
ſuche kle ſſhely and woꝛldly thynges oꝛpleaſures /o 
what ſure paſſynge # truſt ſhall he haue in his decel 
ſe / that is nat than ouercome withany Woꝛldlye at 
fecciõ / but hath his hert ſadly fprtei god almyghty 
and loſed fro all erthely thynges abeſtely man kno⸗ 
weth nat the kredome ol mãnes ſoule / yet if he deſy 
re to be ſpũall / he muſt refuſe as Well his nye fridis 
as ſuche as be far fro hym in conlauguynyte / ⁊ allo 
he mult be mooſt ware ol hym ſelte / ik man perkyte⸗ 
ly ouitcome hym ſelte he ſhall p ſoner ſubdue other 
ennemyes to hym / perkyte vyctoꝛy is a man to ouer 
come fyꝛſte hym kfelke / he that holdeth hym (clfe ſub 
iecte ſo that lenſualyte obey to teaſon / and reaſons 
bey to God in all thynges / Suche a man is the ve⸗ 
ry coquerourofhpmleclfe and loꝛde ot the woꝛlde if 
ſo be that thou fullye deſyꝛe to atteyne that degre/⁊ 
heyght / thou muſt manlye enkoꝛſe thy lelle and bez 
= and to put thyne are to the rote ofthp ſoule / 

o that thou may plucke bp by the totis and deltrop 
the hydde and the inoꝛdynate Inclynacyon to thy 
ſeife and to all pꝛyuate and woztdlygoodys of this 


byccthata mau loueth hym to Jnoꝛdynatelye alt 
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mooſt all cameth that is vll in man which loue ther 
foꝛe ifit be ouercome we ſhall haue conſequitlyi vs 
ceat peace # tràquyllyte but foz as moche as fewe 
olkelabozeth to dye tothemſelfe/thatis'to ſape to: 
moꝛtytye ſuch contrarioulnes in themlelte / noꝛ go⸗ 
eth nat out ol them lelfe by contemplacyon oꝛexer⸗ 
cyſe of vertu /therfoꝛe they lye wꝛapped ĩ themſelke 
Emap nat belyfteaboue them ſelke ſpũallye in ſoule 
but he that deſyꝛeth frely to walke with me / it is ne 
defull that he moꝛtyfye in hym ſelfe all yll a inozdp= 
nate affeccyons ſo that he do nat enclyne ne tieue to 
any creature by pꝛyuate loue of æcupyſcẽs. The. 

lir.chapt / otf dyuers moupnges ok nature à grace. 
One ſe thou gyue hede dylygentlyevnto the 
mouynges ofnaturex grace / foꝛ theyꝛ moui 
ges be very ſubtyll ⁊ 2trarious a ſcarcely they may 
be pccpued but if a man be inwardly illumined eue 
ry man loueth x deſpzeth that thynge that is / oꝛ ſe⸗ 
meth good / and euery man pꝛetẽdeth i his woꝛdes 
#laptnges ſome goodnes and therfoze many be de⸗ 
ccpued vnder the pꝛetẽs / ſymylytude ok goodnes / 
nature is Wyly x therefoꝛe it dꝛa weth / ſnareth / and 
dilcetueth many Wepes # it hath euer it ſelfe foꝛ his 
ende / but grace walketh a maketh man walke ſym 
ple without colour 02 deceyte / it maketh man to de⸗ 
clyne and tle from all yll / it pꝛetendeth no ſnarys of 
deceyte / and it maketh man do his werkys all pure 
ly foz god in who alſo he fpnallp doth reſt / nature 
doth dye agaynſt hys Wyll he wyl nat gladly be op 
pzeilpd oz ouercome/ne he wyll gladly be obedyent 
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oz ſubdued vnder other but w vpolence/gracedoth 
the contraty / toꝛ it maketh man to ſtodpe to moꝛty⸗ 
lye hym ſelke / Allo it reſyſteth to ſenſualytt / and ſo 
bꝛydeleth hir that ſhe rebell nat / grace maketh a mi 
to be ſubiecte to other / It maketh hym to deſpze to 
be ouercome / It Wyll nat ſuffer man to vſe his o 
ne lyberte / It maketh man Wyllynge to be euer vn 
der dyſcyplyne / It maketh man nat to coueyte do⸗ 
mynacyon vpon other but al way to be on lyue and 
ſtãde vader God / and foꝛ God to ho we humbly to 
euery man / Mature laboureth and ſtudyeth euer to 
and toꝛ his o lone pzofpte and gyueth hede what lu⸗ 
cre # auaũtage he may gette by other / but grace at⸗ 
tendeth nat to his oVone ꝓkyte / but rather he atten⸗ 
deth what is good a pꝛotytable to many / nature de 
lyzeth gladiye honoure # reucrence/# grace gyueth 
all honour and glozp fepthfully to god / natute dꝛe⸗ 
deth cõkuſyon a cõttpte / grace ioyneth to ſuffre co 
tynually repzeues/# turment fozthe name of Jeſu 
Nature loueth Idlenes and bodplp reſt / and grace 
can nat be Jdell/but ſcketh gladly ſome pꝛokytable 
tabour/Naturec ſeketh fapzc thynges and curyous 
and abozreth vyle thynges and gros / and grace de 
lyteth in ſymple # humble thynges / it de ſpyleth nat 
harde thynges noꝛ ta be ĩdued with olde garmẽtis 
Naturebeholdeth tẽpoꝛall thynges and topcth at 
ctthely lucres / It is heup at hatme and anone ipaci 
ent # Vozathfull at an iiurious Woꝛde / but grace be 
holdeth thiges eternall it doth nat iclyne ne cleue to 
tipoꝛʒalithiges / whertoꝛe it is nat troubled ĩ loſſe of 
Imitatto criſti. P. i. 
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wozldlye goodes/ne vered at ſharpe #harde woꝛ⸗ 
des fozhehathputhts treaſoure # top ĩ heuẽ where 
nothynge map perpllhe/nature is couetous and it 
ſoner a gladlyer receyueth than gyueth / Alſo it lo⸗ 
nett pouerte and pꝛyuate thynges but grace is pyte 
ous and latge to the pooze# nedy / it eſcheweth ſyn 
gularpte/it is cotentW fewe thynges / ĩ it Jugeth 
that it is better and moꝛe bleſlyd to gyue than take 
Nature enclyneth a man to the loue ot creatures as 
to his one body / to vayne ſyghte and mouynges 
t to ſuch other thynges / but grace dꝛaweth to god 
and to vertues / it foꝛſatzeth the woꝛlde and creatu⸗ 
res therof wich all vanites it hath carnall deſyꝛes # 
it reſtrayneth wauerynge 02 Wadzynge about # it 
maketh man aſſhamed to be in open place / Nature 
hath ſoone out warde ſolace wherin his ſenlys dely 
te / grace leketh ſolace in god only / ⁊ it delyteth in ce 
leſttall thynges aboue thynges vyſyble / nature mo 
ueth man to do all his dedis and warkes fo: pꝛoper 
auaplcit Wyll do nothinge frelp but truſtith foꝛ his 
good dede eyther as good a dede 02a better oz at the 
fauour 0: laude of man /theckoꝛe it letteth moche by 
them be they neuer lo exyle / but grace ſeketh nat a= 
ny tempoꝛall thyng / noꝛ it aſketh none other thyng 
but alone koꝛ rewarde/nozitaſkethno moꝛe of tem⸗ 
poꝛall thynges / but that he maye be ß helpe ol them 
come to thynges eternall / Mature ioyeth ofthe mul 
tytude ok carnall frendys and kynnes kolte he bath 
p:yde of noble kpfie oꝛ ot᷑ the noble place 2 he is boꝛ 
ne in / it gladdeth to be with myghty men and with 
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his perſs / but grace maketh man to loue his enemy 
es / noz he is nat pꝛoude ot the multytude of frendys 
ne it reputeth nat nobylyte of frfdes oꝛ ofplace that 
he cometh of / but if moze vertue be there than with 
other it fauoureth moꝛe the pooꝛe tha Þ rych it hath 
ſoner compaſlyõ vpon an inocent thau vpõ a mpgh 
ty man / it toyeth euer in trothe ⁊ nat in falſhede/# it 
exoꝛteth good folketoencreaſe of vertue and good? 
nes # to be aſſymylate to the ſone ot god by tu / na 
ture ſoone coplapneth ofdefaut oz heuynes that he 
ſuffreth / but grace ſuffercth paciẽtly al! cuplles /na 
ture maketh all thynges bowe to hym / it fpghteth 
fo: hym ſelfe a repꝛoueth / hut grace referreth all his 
cauſe to god / it maketh man to afcrpbe no goodes 
that he hath to hym ſelte but to god onelp of whom 
all goodnes cometh ozpgpnallp / it maketh man hũ 
ble d nat to boſte hym ſelfc pꝛeſũptuoully it ſtryues 
nat noꝛ pᷣlerreth nat his reaſon oꝛ ſẽtẽce befoze ano⸗ 
ther / but ĩ euery cauſe o2 koztune he ſubmyttith hym 
ſclfe to the eternall wyſedome # iugemẽt of god / na 
ture deſp2eth to know a to here nouelties / he Wyll 
alſo apere foꝛth warde and haue the ſyghte and erpe 
ryens of many thynges byhis out warde ſenſes he 
delyzeth to do ſuch thynges p laude and great pꝛay 
ſynge cometh of but grace doth nat deſyꝛe to know 
and perteyue nee oꝛ curyous thynges / loꝛ all ſuch 
bapne deſp2es cometh of the olde cozrupcpon of ſyn 
ne / ſeth no newe thynge and durable is vpon erthe 
grace techeth the ſenſes ol man fo2 to contrayn and 
let the vayne glozp a pleaſour ot man /a ta eſchewe 
Imitatio criſti. P. u. 
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all outwardeauaſitage/#tohyde mekely ſuch thin 
ges as be laudable # marueplous tnhym/# toleke 
the laude and honour of god #apzofytable truttul⸗ 
nes of euery — that ma hath / it wpll 
nat that man cõmẽde hym lelte / ne exalte his vertue 
but it wyll p god be bleſſyd ĩhis gyftes / the which 
gyueth eucrp thinge alter his tre charite & without 
but deſeruynges / This is a ſupernaturall lyght a 
a ſpecyall gyfte of God and it is a pꝛoper ſygne and 
token ot electe /a choſen perlones an ernes ot euer 
laſtynge ſaluacion / which lykteth vp man krotheyſe 
erthely thynges to loue thiges celeſtiall a it maketh 
a ſpũall perſon ofa carnall / the moꝛe therefoze that 
nature is ouercome the moꝛe grace is yet in man ⁊ 
dayly is in warde man that is to ſay the ſoule vpſp 
ted ã rene wed with iu warde graces a vilytacyõ af 
ter the Jmageof God. ¶ The. lx. chapter /ot᷑ ths 
co2rupcpon ot nature and the wozkynge of grace. 

TIRE god that haſt made me to thy Jmage 
4 Xlpkencs/graunt me thy grace / the Which 
as thou haſt afoze ſhewed/is ſo great à neceſſary to 
my laluaciõ p J map therbybaynquyſſhe my right | 
bad nature that dꝛaweth me to ſpite # ꝑdiciõ J fele 

iu my kleſſhe a la we ol Synne that Jmpugneththe 
la we ot my mynde and maketh me thꝛall to ſynne a 
to obey to ſenſualyte in many thynges noꝛ J maye 
nat reſyſt the paſſyons oꝛ mociõs therot / but if thy 
holy grace inłounded ardently to my hert aſſyſt me 
Thy great a abudaunt grace is nedefull to me that 
nature therby may be ouercome in me whiche is al- 
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Wey pꝛone to yll appetyte # thought foꝛ that nature 
lynyally deſcendynge fro our kyꝛſt faderJdam into 
his ſucceſſyon afterghat it was vycvat # defopled 
by his ſynne the peyne therofdeſcedidito cuery ma 
ſo that that nature the which was good / and right 
wys whan it was made ot the good lozde/is nom 
ko2 the vylete # tnfp2mpte therot lo coꝛrupte man ᷣ 
themoupage of it lette to ma dꝛaweth euer to yll / 
lo we thynges/hye a heuenly thynges lefte/Foz the 
lytell vertue a ſtrength ol that nature the which re 
mayneth / there is as who ſayth a lytell ſparke of fp 
re w2apped and hyd in aſſhes / This is the naturall 
realon of man belapped w great darkenes / yet ha⸗ 
uynge dyſcreciõ of good a yll / ot truthe # falſeneſſe 
thoughe it be vnable to fultyll all that he appzoueth 
no: may nat vſe yet the full lyghte oftruthc/no2 his 
atteccyos heithtully / Wherfoꝛe it foloweth good loꝛ 
de that J delyte i thy la we after myne in watde ma 
kno wynge thy commaũdement to be good / ryght 
Wyſe and holy /arguynge alſo / and fyndinge all pll 
and Synne to be exchued a fledde / and yet in myne 
out warde man / that is to ſaye my body J do ſerue 
to pᷓ la we ot ſynne / whyles J obep moze to ſenſua⸗ 
lyte than to tealon in his mocyõs / wherot cometh 
that J woll that which is good / but J am nat ot᷑ po 
wer to pfourme it J purpole i my mynde ott tpmes 
many good dedts 02 werkis / but fo: that grace va 
teth that ſhuld helpe my infpzmpte a tebplnes/thes 
foze J go alpde # ceſſe ot good doyng / toʒ a lytell te 
ſpſtens/Therofcomcth that thoughe J know the 

Imitatio criſti. P. iii. 
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wey ok perfeceyũõ / and ho we J ought to do /yet Ja 
tyle nat by deuocyõ ot ſoule to luche ꝑtytenes J am 
ſo oppꝛeſſyd and lettyd by my dull x cozrupte body 
thy grace good loꝛde it is to me theragayn ful neceſ 
lary to begynne goodnes and to pꝛokyte therin i to 
fynyſſhe p lame ipfptenes/fo2 without that grace 
Jcan nothynge do / and with the helpe of it Jmape 
do all thynges neceſſarp to me /o thou heuenly gra⸗ 
ce without Þ whiche no man may be ok any merpte 
oꝛ valour befoꝛe God / noꝛ any naturall gyfte is pꝛo 
fptablenepther crattes ne rycheſſe / neyther beaute 
ne ſtrẽgth / wytte oz eloqut᷑ce beauy thynge woꝛth 
befoꝛe the good loꝛde and grace wante / Foꝛ gyftes 
ul nature be gyuen Jndyffercntlye to good folke # 
cuyll / But the gyfte ofelecte and good perſones is 
grace and loue ot charite wherby they be noble and 
made woꝛthye euerlaſtynge lyte / that Grace is of 
ſuch woꝛthynes that without it / neyther p gpfte of 
pꝛopheſy / ne the woꝛkynge ok myꝛacles and ſygnes 
no: hye ſpeculacion oꝛ cũnynge auapleth any thyng 
Alſo neyther keyth ne hope no2 other vertues be ac 
cepte of God without grace and charite /o thou blel 
ſpd grate that makeſt hym that is pooze in Boule 
ryche in vertues / and hym that is meke abundaunt 
of goodes ſpyꝛytuall / come and dyſcende in me / re⸗ 
plenyſſhe me ſoone with thy conlolacyon / that my 
ſoule faple nat foꝛ Werines / and dꝛynes ol mynde 
beſeche the good loꝛde that J map kynde grace and 
mercy i thy ſyght / koꝛ thy grace is Jnough to me il 
other thynges Wante that nature aſketh / if A be ber 
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ed/03troubledWmanyteebulacparts ſhall dꝛede 
— whplethy gr grate is with me / that grace 
myſtrẽth kauen age to hom 
hath hath it/Jthathpower vpon all cugementes/# 
wyledome bponaliwple men / It is p maiſttes ot᷑ 
trouth and the techar ol piyne the lpght ofche 
ſoule the con loste at pꝛeſſures the chalet away ol he 
uynes / the auoyder ol dꝛede / che nozps ol deuocyũ 
the bzynger foztheofterys what am J wout grace 
but as a dꝛye tree without moyſture and an vnpꝛo⸗ 
fptable ſtocketoſpy;ptuall beleuynge / wherfoꝛe 
pꝛay the good toe that thy grace may euer pᷣueut 
me / and make me bufyly gyuen togoodWozkes by 
the helpe of Cryſte Jeſu. 
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folowe Cryſte with ourcroſle. 
One as farre as 2 mayũts foꝛſaa a lcue thy 
ſelfe ſo moche moꝛe thou ſhalt paſſe intu me/ 
fo: lpke as the in warde peate ot mannes ſoule is ta 
deſyꝛe nothynge Withoutfozth ſo a man foꝛſab ig 
hym ſelfe in wardlycõtoyneth hym to God / voy} 
that thou lerne to foꝛſake oꝛ deny thy ſelfe perkytely 
in mp wyll with all cõtradyccyon oꝛ complaynt / to 
lowe thou me fo: J am the may / I am trouth aly⸗ 
te / without way no m —— without ttouth 
there is no knoWlege/And Waut iyte no m man 
lpue I am the Way that thou oughteſt to ae / 
trouth to whom thou oughteſt to gyuecredes-andt 
am lpfe that p; oughteſt to hope in to haut / Jam the 
way vnmeuable z mooſt tight / J am trouthe intal 
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thou mult obſe 
bhaucknovwlegeoftrouth trus v0 me / to mp 002+ 
des / It chou mylt be my dyſcyple deny and fozſake 
thy lelte and kolo we me ik thou wylt be ꝑfyte ſell all 
that thou haſt and gyut it tothe nooꝛe ſolc it thou 
Wylt policile cuerlaſtynge lyie deſpyle this preſent 
lyte/ It thou Wpic he auàũced in heus hũble p hete 
in this woꝛlde / If thou wyit rey gue w mt in heuen 
ſeruaiiees of þ roll pndethveralp'þ way of lpgyt 
etuaũtes of Þ cro eraly p wa 
Eeternall diy le onde geln fozafmoch ws thp wap 
ts the way of traptnes'# of hardenes the Which is 
adious to worldly folke/therfoze I beſcke 5̊ to gy⸗ 
ue me with the contempte ot the woꝛlde that J may 
hate it verely as thou dyd / It is nat acoꝛdyng that 
a ſeruaunt be pꝛeferred atoꝛe his loꝛde/ne a dilcypte 
aboue his mayſter / Thy ſeruaunt theretoʒe ought 
to be exertyſed ĩ thy Wayes / toꝛ therin is helth c ve 
ty holſyues what euer I tede oꝛʒ here beſyde it Jam 
nat tetreſſhed / ut J take nat full delectacyon therby 
ſone tox that thou haſt red a uno weſt thele thynges 
happy att thou / and thou ſhalt be bleſſpd it thou ful 
tyll them / it is wꝛyten he that hath my cõmaũdemẽ 
tes in mynde and executeth theym tu his conuerla⸗ 
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elon he is he thatloueth me and J ſhall loue hym a 
ſhhall ſhe we a open my ſelle to hym and J ſhall do 
pm to ſyt with me in the kyngedome of my father 
good loꝛde as thou haſt ſayde and pꝛomyſed ſo be it 
done to me J haue take the croſle of thy hůde J ſhal 
bere it by thy helpe # grace as thou layde it vpon me 
Whyles J lyue / toꝛ trulpe the lyte ot a good man is 
the croſſe ol penaunce / the whiche is the very Wey 
to paradyſe/the whiche wey J with other haue bez 
oñe / it is nat letul to go backe # to leue it/haue do 
zetherne go we to p wey begon / Jelſus be 
With vs: Foz his loue we take vponvs this croſle of 
hardeneſſe / and therfozelet vs abyde therin foz his 
lake / loꝛ he ſhall be our helper that is our leder / be⸗ 
holde our kynge goth befoze vs / he ſhall fepght foꝛ 
vs / tolo we we hym ſtrõgely dꝛede We no parels be 
we redy to dye with hym gooſtly i p bataple of vy⸗ 
ces #hardnes/nelet vs nat tle from luche crercple 
that we conkounde nat our ſelke. 
¶ The. lxii.chapter /a man ſhulde nat be dyſcomfoꝛ 
ted Whan he falleth in any aduerſpte oꝛ defaute. 
One paciens a humylyte in aduerſites doth 
pleaſe me moꝛe than moch conſolacvonu / aud 
deuocion in pꝛoſperyte had / why art thou heuy at a 
lytell woꝛde / oꝛ dede done 02 ſayd agayn the ik moꝛe 
had be ſayd 02 don to the / thou oughteſt nat to haue 
be moued at it / But lette it no we ouer paſſe / This 
— that thou haſte (uffred is nat the firſte noz 
ſhall be the laſte trouble o2 euyll that thoulhalte (uf 
ker il thoulyue / Thou arte ſtronge and manfull J- 
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nough where none aduerſpte is reſyſtynge agapn 

the / thou doſt wele counceyll a can well ſtrengthe 
other With thy woꝛdes / But wha ſodeyn trybuta⸗ 
tyũ cometh to thy doꝛe / thou kayleſt thi both in coñ 
ceyll and gyue hede to thy great fraplte the 
which thou haſt experyence ok in lytell thynges ob- 
iecte agaynſt the / And fo2 thy helthe wha ſuch thyn 
ges tall / lykte vp thy hert to out Loꝛde as thou beſt 
can / and ik it touche the yet let it nat thꝛo we p dow 
ne ne longe vnbelappe the / Suffer ſuch thynges pa 
cyttly / it thou can nat gladlye / and if thou here nat 
gladly ſuch but thou feleſt parauenture indygnacy 
on tn the / repꝛeſle the within thy ſelte / a ſuffer none 
inoʒdinate Woꝛde paſſe from p; / wWherby other ſhuld 
be lclaundered / A paſſyon — — in a man ſhall 
ſoone be apeſyd and in warde loꝛo we ſhalbe made 
ſwete it grace returne to man ayen yet J lyue ſayth 
our Loꝛde/ I am redye to helpe the and to comkoꝛte 
the moꝛe than J dyd befoze tf thou Wylt truſte vnto 
me and deuoutly call vpo me/ Be thou moꝛe quyete 
and pacyent tha thou haſt ben / It is nat foznought 
thou art often tymes troubled and tfpted greuouſe 
ly / thou arte a man and nat God / thou arte a fleſſhe 
ly creature and none aungell / ho we mayſt thou thã 
thynke al way to abyde in one ſtate or vertue / whã 
that was nat graunted to Aungell in heuen / ne vn 
to the fyꝛſte man in paradyſe / the whiche both felle 
and ſtode nat longe in the ſtate of theyꝛ creacyon þ 
they Were create and ſette in / Jam he that arayſes 
theym that ſoꝛo we foz theyꝛ Synnes / oꝛ that othes 
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¶ The thyꝛde 

Wyle ſuffreth with pacpence aduerſyte / J auaũce 
them that knowWe theyꝛ inkyꝛmyte / into my dyuyny 
te / Loꝛde God thy holy woꝛde be bleſſyd / it is wet 
ter to me tha the hony come / what ſhuld J doi ma 
ny and great trybulacyons and anguyſſhes / were 
nat þ thou cõtoꝛted me with thy holy x ſwete woꝛ⸗ 
des / whyles J (hall come to the pozteof helthe euet 
laſtynge bp pacyent ſuſtraũce oł aduerſytes / what 
nedeth me fo:cc what and ho we great oz mo try⸗ 
bulacpons J ſuffer / graũt me good loꝛde J beſech 
the 00 ende and an happye pallpnge frome this 
woꝛlde / haue mpndcofmegood Loꝛde and dyzecte 
my lyte ⁊ me in p waye ot tyght wyſeneſle to come 
to thy kyngedome. 

¶ The. lxiii.chapiter / ho a man ſhulde nat ſerche 
hye thynges / ne ſeke auẽtures the vohich God Woꝛ 
keth here in his hyd Jugement. 

One beware that thoudilpute nat othye ma 
ters 02 of þ hyd iugemẽtes of God / as why 
this man is damned 02 foꝛſake and he lpfte vp to ſo 
great and hye grace / Alſo hy this man is ſo great 
lye punyſſhed with Syckeneſſe / pouerte / and ſuch 
other / And this other / man ſo greatly auaunſyd to 
rycheſſe and dygnytees / Theſe thynges with ſuch 
other excedeth all mannes conſyderacyon 02 know 
lege / foꝛ no mannys reaſon 02dyſputacyon map ſer 
che oꝛ conpaſſe the Jugementis of God / Therfoꝛe 
Whanthpn ennempe ſuftreth temptacyon to the in 
any ſuch thynges / oꝛ ik other turious ꝑlones enqup 
reth ſuche knoWelege of the / an were agayucvunto 
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them thts ſapinge of the pꝛophete / thou al way blefs 
ſpdlozde arte cuer right wyle and thy domys are al 
Way true a right wyle/ And allo this ſayinge ok the 
ſame ꝓphete / the iugemẽtis ot out loꝛde ate trews 
and iuũtytyed in them ſelte / My iugementes ſayth 
our Loꝛde are to be dzed and nat to be dyſeuſſed by 
mannes teaſon / foꝛ no mines reaſon map cõpꝛyſe 
them / allo thou ſhalt nat enquyze and deſpute of þ 
merytes of ſayntes Whiche are hyer in merytes oz 
biplle/ Suche vayne buſpnes gendꝛeth debates # 
ſtrykes / they alſo 7 — pzpdeand vayngloꝛy / al⸗ 
lo enuy aryſeth of p fame Whyles he his ſapnt and 
another his labouteth to pᷣferre /to deſyꝛe / to know 
02 to lerche luche thynges is butvanpte without all 
krute / and it dyſplealeth the layntes ſuche opynyon 
Foꝛ J am nat God ol dyſcencyon but of vupte and 
peace / the whiche peace is founde moꝛe in trewe hu 
mylyacyon ot man / than in his exaltacyon: Dome 
man hath moꝛe deuocyon to this ſaynte / and ſome 
to other Sayntes / but that is moze of deuocyon of 
mannes affeccyon than ot᷑ godlye oz goſtely 3ele oz 
loue / Jam he that made all ſayntes / I gaue theym 
grace aud J haue tecevued theym to mp gloꝛye / 

euer kne we auy manys me pꝛeut᷑tynge them 

With my (wete bieſlynges / J haue kno wen befkoze 

my louers # choſen ſeruaũtes from the begynnyng 
whon. J haue clecte #callpd by mp grace from the 
repꝛobate and damnable couerlacyon of the woꝛld⸗ 
iy people / I haue choſenthem#nat theymc/and 7 
vaue dꝛawẽ them to me by my metcy / J haue ledde 


— CThethy:de 
them in temptacyons/ and ſafely bzought them out 
thcrof/J have vyſyted them with many and great 
conſolacions / J haue gyuen them perſeueratice in 
goodnes / and J haue crowned theyꝛ pacyence / 
knowe the fyꝛſt man and the laſt that (halbe / and ſo 
ofcuery other thynge/ J halſe all mp choſen ſeruaũ 
tys With ineſtymable loue/ J am to be loued in all 
my ſayntes à to be honoured and bleilpd ouer all in 
cche ol them / p which J haue foglozouſly magny 
lyed and pꝛedeſtyned without any merytis goynge 
afoze of theyʒ partye / He thertoꝛe that de ſpyleth one 
ol my leeſt ſayntts oꝛ clecte ꝑpſones / he Woꝛſhippeth 
nat p mooſtfoz I made both ſmall and great / and 
he that blaſphemeth detracteth / oz deſpꝛayſeth any 
ſaynt detratteth me / and all my layntes in heuẽ / all 
they be ont by the bande of chatyte / all they cõ yder 
and tele one thynge / they Woll one thige / and eche 
of them loueth other / and that is moze they loue me 
aboue them ſelte and thepz o one merytes/ fo2 they 
be rapte often aboue them ſelte / and dꝛa wen out of 
theyꝛ pꝛoper loue and gyueth theym hooly vnto mp 


loue in the which loue they reſt by entyer kruycyon 


# gladneſſe / nothyng may chaũge oꝛ dꝛepꝛeſſe them 
Foꝛ they be full ot eternall truth / and they bꝛenne in 
ſoule W the ardoure of tnettynguyblc charyte/ſuch 
folke as be carnall ceſle to ſpeke 02 tell of the ſtate # 
oꝛye ot ſayntes / foꝛ they can nat but loue pꝛyuate 
oye / They do away and put to as they tauour/X 
nat aftcrthe pleaſute of the hye truthe of our Loꝛdoe 
cryſie ieſu / In many folke is Jgnozatice but mooſt 
Imitatio criſtt. Q. i. 


Parte. N 
iu theym that haue but lytell bnderſtandynge and 
thertoꝛe they but ſeldome loue any perlone perfytly 
oꝛ ghoſtly / many men be dꝛa wen by naturcl affecct 
on ꝭ᷑ loue nowe to this ſaynt oꝛman / nowe to that 
t lome to this / ſome to that / as they behaue them 
in thelccrthelp thynges here / ſo they Jmagen to be 
ol heuẽly thynges / But great dyſterẽce is bet wyrt 
the thynges that Imperkyte kolke do Jmagyn oꝛ cõ 
lyder / aud theſe thynges that deuoute # illumynyd 
perſones ſeeth by heuẽly illuſtracyvon / therkoꝛe lone 
beware to treate vpon ſuchthynges curioully that 
excedeth thy knowlege / but laboure thou rather / c 
indeuour thy ſelte that thou may be lozted with the 
leeſt oʒ loweſt that is in heut thoꝛowe the merytes 
of good lyte what auayleth it a ma to now Which 
Sapnt is moꝛe woꝛthy in heuen than other / but if 
he Wolde humble hym lelke the moe oꝛ wolde gyue 
moꝛe laude and pzapſynge vnto God therefoze/ Ye 
plealcth god moꝛe that thynketh buſyly with repen 
raunce ot the greatneſſe / and grefe of his ſynnes / 
of the want of vertu that he hath wherby he dyfte⸗ 
reth from the holyneſſe of layntes / than he that dyſ⸗ 
puteth ofthep2 degre in heuen moꝛe 02 leſſe / Better 
it is a man with deuout pzapers and Wepynges to 
pꝛay to layntes / and with humplpte of ſoule to ad⸗ 
quyze and purchas theyꝛ helpe / than to enquyꝛe by 
vapne inqupſpcpon'thepz ſecretes / They be Well co 
tft cucry chone with his ioy / Ik men here lyupnge 
were content and wolde refrapne theyꝛ vapne ſpe⸗ 
kynge / and contencyon aboute theym / They haue 


5 ¶ The thyꝛde 
no gloꝛye 02 exaltacyõ in theyꝛ one merytes / foꝛ 
they allygneno maner of goodneſſe vnto theyꝛ ow 
ne lelfe / but to God all oncly the which hath gyuen 
them all thynges of his infynyte grace and charpte 
they be teplenyſſhed with ſo great loue of God and 
with lo abundaunt and tolo wynge Joy there vpõ 
that no glozpe noꝛ felycyte maye decteace / oz fayle 
them / All the Sayutes in heuen the hyer they be in 
gloꝛyc / the moꝛe humble / and lo we they be in they 
ovone ſyght / and moꝛe nere / and dere to me in loue 
tis Wꝛyten in the apocalyps that the Sapntes in 
eut᷑ ot humblenes dyd ſubmitte theyꝛ cro wones be 
foze God / and they fell on they faces befoze the hũ⸗ 
ble lambe Cryſte Jeſu / ad ho oꝛynge and wozſhyp 
pynge hym as theyꝛ lozde God euermoze lyuynge 
Withouten ende / Many folke enquyze very buſyly 
whiche Saynt is moꝛe pꝛeterred in the kbyngedom 
ot almyghty God/that can nat tell if that theyꝛ ſelfe 
ſhall euet be woꝛthye to be accomted With the leeſt 
Sapnt in thatzyngedome / It is not a lytell but a 
great thynge and grace to be in the leeſt ſozte in he⸗ 
uen / Where all that be there are greatlye magnyfp= 
ed of God / Jo all that be there be called and are the 
chyldꝛen of god almyghtye whan the apoſtellys of 
God queſtyoned amonge theym / whiche of theym 
ſhulde be moꝛe pꝛekerryd in the kpngedome of He⸗ 
uen / Tey harde agayne the anl were of our Loꝛde / 
But it ye be conuertyd / and made meke / pure / and 
Withoute malyce as chyldꝛen be / ye (hall nat enter 
the kyngedome ok euerlaſtynge lyfe/and he that hũ 
Imitatio criſti. Q.ii. 
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Parte: 

bleth hym as this chylde he is moꝛe worthy [Þ kyn 
gedome ot heuẽ / wo be to them that dyldayn to hũ 
ble them ſelte w chyldꝛe / ko they fo2 theyꝛ pꝛelũpciõ 
ct pꝛyde lhall nat be ſuffred to enter the humble pate 
ot heuẽ / the which admytteth none but humble and 
meke folke/ wo alſo be to tyche folke p Which be o⸗ 
uercomen by Jnoꝛdynate loue ot theyʒ ryches / Foꝛ 
ſuche ryche folke haue here thep: conſolacyons and 
Joyce / And therfoze at the laſt pooꝛe folke that be he 
re humble ofherte aud content with theyꝛ pooze de⸗ 
greſhall enter into the gloꝛve of God fo2 ſuche penu 
ry and hardenes / wꝛonges and other ylles as they 
haucſuffred here lyuynge in this vale ol myſerye / 
where tyche folke lyupnge here in welthe and plea⸗ 
loute ſhalbe ſhyt out with great ſoꝛo we and lamen 
tacion / foꝛ p they haue loſte ſo Ineſtymable a Joy 
fo: a ſhoꝛt Woꝛldly delectacion that they had here ly 
uynge ioy therefoze pe humble folke and alſo pooze 
fo: pe ſhall enheryte p euerlaſtynge ioye and kyng 
dome of god it yelyue well here in this moztall lyte 
With perleucraunce. 
C The.lritit.chapiter/all hope and truſte that man 
hath is to be fpred in god all onelp. 

Oꝛde god what is mp truſte p J haue ĩ this 

lyke:and what is mp mooſt ſolace/⁊ cõfoꝛte 
ot all thynges vylyble p J le vnder heuẽ / EL is nas 
thou:zwhole mercp is tnnumerable/pes lothelve / 
wha hath it be well with me at any tyme Without 
the? oꝛ wha myght any pll happe oꝛ come to me thou 
beynge plent: Sothely neuer / J had leuer be pooze 


CThethy:de 
with the / than to be ryche wout thy pꝛeſens / J had 
leuer be a pylgtyme here in erthe with thy pꝛelens / 
thã to poſlſeſſe heuen Wout the / foꝛ where thou arte 
there is heut / and where thou art nat there is deth 
and alſo hell / Thou arte all my deſyꝛe / and therfo:e 
2 nede to lament / to pꝛay / and crye contynual⸗ 
paf:cr the / I map truſt fully in none but in the foꝛ 
there may be no helpe in caſes ot nede / but iu the on 
ly mp loꝛde god / thou arte my hope / my truſt / my 
mooſt fapthfull cõtoꝛʒte and helpe in all thynges /all 
other perſones ſeke theyꝛ ownep:ofpte and auaple 
but thou alonly pᷣtendeſt and ſekeſt my pzofpte and 
helthe eternall / allo thou turneſt all thynges to my 
Well / ye # wha thou ſendeſt me troubles / afflicciõs 
and temptacyõs all ſuche thou good loꝛde oꝛdeyneſt 
fo: mp wcle andpꝛokyte / that by a thouſãde Wayes 
arte Wont to pꝛoue thy choſen and beloued ſeruaun 
tes / in which pzobacios thou art nat leſſe to be pꝛay 
ſed / than if thou had replenyiſycdvs with heuẽly co 
ſolacions / In the good loꝛde J put all ny hope d ſo 
cout / I ſette all my tryhulacvons and anguyſſhe in 
the / toz all that J beholde i ſe without the Jhauep 
urd irtnfy2meand vuſtable / The multytude of car 
nall frendys auayleth nat noꝛ ſtronge helpers ſhal 
nat may helpe / ne wyſe coũceylers may gyue any n 
kytable anſwer oz coũccyll ne the bobes of doctou⸗ 
tes may confozte ne any pᷣcious ſubſtaũce may dely 
uer fro thy hande ne any ſecrete place map defende 
mi, but if thou loꝛde god wyll aſſyſt helpe / cõtoꝛte 
couͤceyll / iuſtructe / a kepe hym all thiges that ſeme 
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fo: to be oꝛdeyned to mannes peaceand felpcyte/Jf 
thou be abſent they benat Woꝛthy / ne they haue oz 
gyue any true felycite to any creature / thou my loz 
de god therfoze arte the ende ol all goodnes/thehpe 
lyte ol all the pꝛofoũde ſpekynge ol all eldquẽte a the 
mooſt ſtrõge hope a ſolace of thy ſeruaũtes / Myn 
iyen intendynge into the / J truſte fullye in the my 
loꝛde god father ol mercyes / Bleſſe and ſãctyfy mp 
ſoule With heuenipe blellynge / that it may be made 
thy hol rnacle and dwellynge place / and the ſe 
te of thy eternall glozye/No thynge be loũde in me 
at any tyme that offende thy hye mateſte af- 
ter the greatnesof thy goodnesandthp manytolde 
mercyes beholde me / and here gracyoullyß pꝛayer 
of me thypooꝛe ſetuaũt beynge farre exyled i the re⸗ 
gyon ot the ſhado we ol deth / dekende / and conſerue 
the ſoule of me thy ſeruaunt good loꝛde whyle Jla 
boure amonge the many tolde parels of this coꝛrup 
tyble lyle / and dyzecte it by thy grace cõtynually in 
this lpfe vnto p tpnall coũtrey ot euerlaſtyng peace 
and claryte. Amen. | | 


here endeth the thyꝛde booke of Johfi Gerſon/ 
Empꝛynted in Lodon by wynkyn de wo de i flete 
ſtrete at the Sygne ol the Donne, 
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CHerebegineth 


the foꝛche boke of 

folowpnge Je 

u cryſt d ok p c6- 

tempnynge of 5 

Wozld. In pꝛyn⸗ 

ted at the cõmaũ 

l dementof p moſt 

e rceuent pꝛynces 

Margatete:mo⸗ 

der vnto our ſo⸗ 

uercine loꝛde kin 

. f Age Henty the vii. 

Couͤtes ol Kychemount and Derby 

| And by the ſame Pꝛynces it was traͤſ 
=: 1 lated out ot F nto Englyſſhe in 
fourmes maner enſuynge The yete 

' ot ourlozdegodM.D. (itt. 

I Cpꝛologus: 

(1 Ome tome ſeythe our mercy» 
full loꝛde /all that labozeth and 
be charged / and Jſhal gyue vnto you 

ret ccyon. And the bꝛedde that Flhall 


gyue vnto vou:ſhalbe my fleſſhe fo: the lyfe of Þ Wozld. Take 
and ete it koꝛ it is my body that foꝛ pou ſhalbe gyuen in ſacry= 
fice. Do ve this in remembꝛaunce of me. F02 who ſo eteth mp 
kleſſhe / and dꝛynketh my blode: he ſhall d well in me and J in 
hym. CThele woꝛdes that J haue ſayde vuto you be lyfe /a 
lpirpteaf helthe, 


ö 


¶ In what grent reuerenee and feruent delyze we oughte to 
recepue our loꝛde Jeſu cryſt.Capitulo pꝛimo. 


My loꝛde Aom tryſt cternall trouthe / theſe woꝛ 

des befoꝛcſayd be thy woꝛdes. Albeit they haue 
not ben ſapd in one ſelfe tymt:noꝛ wꝛytten i one 
ſelfe plact: yet foꝛ Þ they be thy woꝛdes J ought 
fcythfully/# agreably to vnderſtande thẽ / they 
be thy woꝛdes / and thou haſt pfcrred them. And they be now 
myn foꝛ thou haſt ſayd them foz mp helthe:F Wyll gladlye re⸗ 
teyue them of thy mouthe:to thende they may be the better ſo⸗ 
wen and planted i mp herte. Thy woꝛdes of ſo great pyte full 
of loue/ wetatcs à dileccion greatly cxcyteth me:but loꝛde my 
pꝛopꝛe ſynes fercth # dzaWeth backe my cõſcience / nat pure to 
receyue lo great a myſtery. The ſwetnes ot thy woꝛdes incy⸗ 
teth and ꝓuoketh me / but the multytude ot my ſynnes char⸗ 
geth # ſoze greueth me. thou cõmaũdeſt that J ſhall come vnta 
the fcythfullp:f J wyll haue parte With the to the ende that J 
may recepucthe noꝛyſſhynge of immoꝛtalyte if I delye to op- 
teyne the Joy and lyfe eternall. Thou ſapeſt loꝛde come ye to 
me that labour a be charged / a J lhallrefrcſſhe pou. O howe 
ſwete ampable a woꝛde is that in the Exe of a ſpnncr : that 
thou my loꝛde a my God lyſteth of thy benygne grace to byd 
me that am lo pooꝛe a haue ſo moche nede of the holy comunp= 
on ot thy pzecyous bodye. O good loꝛde what am J to p;cſus 
me to de ſyꝛe the:that the heuen / d erthe may not cõpꝛehende X 
thou ſaiſt come pe all to me / who aſketh # Wylleth thus righte 
nicke Woꝛthyneſſe / and amyable bpddpnge. owe ſhall J oz 
date come vnto the:whiche fecle nat that J haue done any ma 
ner good. How ſhal F enterteyne p̊ into my houſe:whichſo of 
ten haue offended befoze thy gloztous /a tyghte benygue face 
The atigcls/arkatigels honour the / the holye / iuſte creatu⸗ 
res dꝛede the / a thou ſayſt gosd lozde pet come pe all vnto me / 
Loꝛde who ſhulde beltue thys thynge to be true / ik thy ſelte 
dyd not lay it. And Who is he that durſte 2 there vuto 
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If thou dydeſt not cõmaunde it. Noe that (uſt man laboured 
by an hundꝛeth yere to make the arke / to the ende he myght be 
ſaued with a fewe of his people. Howe mape J pꝛepayze me 
than in an howꝛe:to receyue the with due reuerence copoſour 
and creatour of all this Woꝛlde. Moyſes thy greate famylier 
x ſpcciall frẽde made tharkeof tymber: nat coꝛruptyble which 
he couered with righte pure golde and put in the tables of the 
la we / and Ja coꝛrupte creature ho we ſhall J nowe dare re⸗ 
ceyue thethat arte conditoure ofthe Lawe / and gyuet of gra 
ce ⁊ lyfe vuto all creatures. The right wyſe Salamon kpag 
of Ilrael edifyed a ryche Temple to the pzapſpnge # woxthpp 
pynge of thy name by the ſpace of. vii.ycre / and by. biii.dayes 
halo wed the feeſt of the dedicaciõ oł the ſame/he offred a thou 
lande hoſtys to pacyfye thy goodnes with / and put the arke 
ofalyauncetn the place made redy foꝛ the ſame with the ſoun⸗ 
de of claryons. and trumpettys. Ho we date J than curſed / a 
right pooꝛc amonge other creatures receyue Þ into my houſc: 
which vnneth can knowe that J haue well paſſpd and coploy 
ed one houre of tyme / nother to my knowlege that J haue de 
uoutly paſſpd one halfe houre. O bleſſyd Jhelu how many ha 
ue there ben befo2e me / that haue ſtudyed to do any thynge 5 
myght pleaſe the. Alas ho we lytyl la thynge is it that J doo / 
albe it the tyme is ſhoꝛte. And yet whan p J dyſpoſe me to rc= 
ceyue thy holy commun yon / J am but loſely gathered to ge⸗ 
ther and full cololy purged from all diſtracciõ s ot mynde. And 
certeynlye no cogitacions vnpꝛofytable oughte to come into 
the holy pꝛeſence ol thy deptc.Allo J ought not to occupyc me 
with any creature:fo2 J ſhall not receyue an aungell but the 
loꝛde of aungels into the lecrete ot my herte. : 
¶ Foꝛ there is a great dyffercnce betwene theJrke of alyaũce 
with his relyques / and the ryght pure / and pꝛecious bodye 
his vertues nat faplynge:but cucrmoze durpnge. 

¶ And bet wene the lactyfyce ot the pꝛelyguratyue la we that 
was to come / and the true hoſtyc of thy pꝛecyous body that is 
thaccomplyſſhement of all the olde ſacryfpce. 


Cuvvherekoze thanſhuldenatJbemoze inflamed in thy vene⸗ 
rable pꝛeſence:and by moze ſolycytude pꝛepa vꝛe me to recepue 
the lacred and holy gyttes / and benekytes of the / In ſo moche 
that the holy auncyent patryarkes / and pꝛophettes / kynges/ 
and pꝛynces with all the people / hath ſhe wyd ſo great affeccy 
on to wardes thyne honoure a dyuyne ſeruyce in tyme paſlyd. 
¶ The right deuout kynge dauyd inclpned to the arke of god 
With all his ſtreugthe knowlegynge / and remembꝛynge the 
bcnefptes done vnto his fathers / he made ozganes of dyuers 
maners / and he compoſed plalmes # inſtytute that they ſhuld 
be longen / and he hym ſelfe lange theym with gladnes / a of- 
ten tymes With the harpe ofthe holy goo, This kynge was 
tulpyꝛed with the grace ot god: foꝛ he hath taughte the people 
of I ſracll to pꝛayſe god With all theyz hertes:bleſſynge honou 
rynge # pꝛechynge dayly his holy name. If fo great deuocion 
# temebꝛaunce Was done With dyuyne leruyce / and pꝛaylyn⸗ 
ges befoze tharke of his teſtament / howe great reuerente and 
deuocion oughte we than to haue in the pꝛelence ofthe ſacra⸗ 
ment / and iu the allumpcion of the tyght excellent body ot ous 
loꝛde Jeſu cryſte. Allo all criſten people vſe foʒ to renne to dy⸗ 
uers places:fo2 to vylyte the relyques of ſayntes / and maruc- 
lyth to here the marueylous dedes / and wertzes of them:they 
beholde the great edytyces / oz buyldynges of Temples / and 
kylles the lacrykyed bones of ſayntes Wꝛapped in clothes of 
Sylke and Golde / and thou my loꝛde God ſapnt of all ſayu⸗ 
tes / creature ot all thynges / loꝛde of all aungels / thou arte he 
re p2eſent on this aulter bekoꝛe me. Often tymes the curyoſy⸗ 
te ot men and noueltyes ok thynges nat ſene be ot lytell frute / 
and leſſe to be ſette hy / pꝛyncypallye where there is ſo light re⸗ 
cours and great wauerynge withoute any contrycyon / but 
my God thou arte all pꝛeſent in this bleſſyd ſacrament of the 
aulter very god and man Jeſus cryſte / in the Whiche the fru⸗ 
te eternall ot helthe aboundeth / and is perceyued at all the ty⸗ 
mes that thou arte Woꝛthely receyued / And 1 here dꝛa⸗ 


weth nat any lpghtnesof ſenſuall curpoſpte:but ferme fepth 
deuoutehope/and pure charpte. O god tnupſpble:creatoure 
of all p wo:lde.Howe marueplouſlp doeſt thou with vs how 
fepthfull docft thou with theym / that doth purpoſe to receyue 
thy ſelle in this bleſlyd lactament. CCertepnlpe it ſurmoun⸗ 
teth all vnderſtandynge / and dꝛa weth ſpecpally the hertes of 
deuoute people to deuocyon / and enbꝛaceth theyꝛ affeccyon / 
Foꝛ thy true and fepthfull frendes that diſpoleth all thep2 lyfe 
to amenude them: reccyueth often great grace of deuocvon and 
vertuc of that mooſt woꝛthyeſt ſacramẽt / O maruclous hyd 
grace whiche all maner ol keythtull criſten people of our loꝛde 
Ihũ cryſte onely kno weth / But the inkydeles / and ſubgettes 
vuto ſynne map therofhaue no experyence / In that lacramẽt 
the ſpyzituall graces be confermed:and the vertue that was 
loſt in the ſoule is repayꝛed:and heautye by (pane waſtyd / is 
couered / Somtyme this grace:that often with the plenytu⸗ 
de of deuocyon gyuen / nat only vnto the thought / but alſo vn 
to the keble body the myght / and ſtrength is augmẽted: woher 
foe it behoucth vs to haue ſoꝛowe and pyte of our (louthe and 
neclpgece that we be nat dꝛawen with ſo great deſpze and af⸗ 
keccyon to recevue our loꝛde ieſu criſt in whome is all hope / + 
the meryte of theym that ought to be ſaued / foꝛ he is our helth 
and redempcyon/ and the conſolacion of vyatours / and the e⸗ 
ternall frupcpon of ſayntes. ¶ Allo we ought to haue ſoꝛowe 
ok that ſo maay vnderſtandeth ſauereth / and reuerenceth ſo 
lytyll this holye ſacrament / whiche Joyeth the heuen and ke⸗ 
peth all the woꝛlde / Alas that thys blydnes / and hardnes of 
mennes hertes:that wyll nat conſydꝛe lo ſynguler and allo ſo 
inc ſtymable a gykte as is gyuen vnto vs / but it falleth in ad⸗ 
uertence by daplp and acuſtomable vſage / Foꝛ it the ſacrytyce 
of this holy ſacrament were done onely but in one place / and 
but of one pꝛeeſt in all the woꝛlde: with ho we great deſyꝛe we 
ne ye the people wolde go to that plaſe / and to that pꝛeeſt to he⸗ 
re the godly myſteryes done ol hym / But nowe be made ma⸗ 
ny pꝛeeſtys:and in many places this holy ſacrament ys but of 


fred to thende that the grace and loue ol God to man may the 
moꝛe appere / and fo2 ſo moche as this holy cõmunion is ſpꝛed 
thoꝛough out the woꝛlde. Thankynges be vnto the good pa- 


ſtourc cternall that haſte vochedſaue to refreſſhe and feede vs 


pooꝛe banyſſhed creatures with thy ryght pꝛecyous body and 
blode / and allo by thy woꝛdes of thy pꝛopꝛe mouthe / haſt deſy 
red vs to receyue thys holy myſterye / layenge come pe all vi 


tome that be charged / and I ſhall refreſſhe you. 


Cho we the great charyte / bounte of God is ſhewyd 
vnto man in the holy ſacramcut. Ca. it, 


My god I come vnto the puttynge mp cofidence in thy 

rcy and bountye / I ſyke and come vnto my ſaupour 

I hungry and thurſtpvnto the fountayne otlyte pooꝛe and ne 
dp vnto the kynge of heuen / the leruaunt vnto his lozde the 
creature vnto his maker / a perſone deſolate vnto his pytcous 
cofo:ter / But wherok is this that thou thus comeſt vnto me: 
Who am J that thou wylte gpue thus thyne owue ſelfe to / 
Howe date J ſo ſymple and pooꝛe a ſynner be bolde to appere 
be foze the / And ho we may it pleaſe the to come vnto ſuche a 
wꝛetche / Thou knoweſt thy ſeruaunt/and well vnderſtan⸗ 
deſt that nothynge is good in hym / wherefoꝛe thou ſhuldeſt 
do this grace vnto me. ¶ Than do J confeſſe myne vnwoꝛ⸗ 
thyneſle and knowlege thy bountye and pꝛayſeth thy pyte / 
gyue vnto the thankes fo2 thyne lo moche great charpte / and 
thou doeſt this foz thy ſelfe good loꝛde:and nat foꝛ my merpte 
to the ende that thy bountye may the moꝛe be knowen vnto 
me / Thy charyte is moꝛe largely verityed / and thy mekeneſſe 
commended moꝛe perfptely / lethen that it thus pleaſeth the / 
and alſo thou haſte commaunded it to be done / this thy plea⸗ 
ſure contenteth me / and with my wyll my wyckednes ſhall 
nat reſyſt agaynſt the. C O ſwete and benygie Jheſy 
ho we grcat reuerence and gyuynge thankes with perpetu⸗ 
all pꝛayſynges be due vnto the my good Loꝛde Jheſu Cryſte 


that by thy pleaſure and wyll J map receyue thy bleſſpd boe ⸗ 
dy / Whoſe woꝛthynes no man is founde able to declare oꝛ ex ⸗· 
pꝛeſſe / But what ſhall I thpnke of this communpon whan 1 
ſhall come bnto the my loꝛde god whiche J can not dulye ho» 
nourc / and yet I deſyꝛe deuoutly to receyue the /Vohat may J 
thynke better and moꝛe pꝛokytable foz me / than to meke my ſel 
ke holly befoꝛe the / and to pꝛayle thyne tnfpnpte bounte aboue 
all thynge / IJ pꝛayſe the my loꝛde god euerlaſtyngely and dyl⸗ 
pꝛayſe my lelfe and ſubmytte me vnto the depneſſe of my Wꝛet 
chpdacs. CO my god tijou arte ſaynt ot᷑ all ſayntes / and J p 
kylthe ol all ſpnners yet thou inclyneſt thy lelke vnto me that 
am nat woꝛthy to beholde the. 

¶ Alas my lwete creatute that ſo mekelp comeſt vnto me/x - 
Wylleth to be with ma / and delſyzeſt me vnto thy dyner / and 
gyueth vnto me themete ot heuen and the bꝛede of aungellys 
which is bꝛede af lyle / and no leſſe thynge tha thy ſelfe: which 
is delcendyd from heuen and gyue lyfe vnto the woꝛlde / Let 
vs lee here what great loue pꝛocedith from the / and what gen 
tylnes doth ſhpne vpon vs. 2 

C howe great yeldynges of thankes / and louynges be due 
vnto the of vs ſynners. O ho we pꝛotytable and ho we helthe- 
{full was thy councell whã thou inſtytute / and oꝛdeyned this. 
gracious gyfte. ¶ O howe ſwete / and Joyous ys that feeſt 
her thou haſt gyuen buto vs the fedynge ol thy pꝛecyous 
body. ¶ O good lode hovomarueplous be thy operacyons / 
and howe mpghtpe is thy bertue / and thy trouthe vnable be 
tolde Chou hal ſayde and all thynges Were don / and all that 
thou haſt commaunded / hath taken effecte. 

A marueylous thynge to be beleued / and karre aboue the vii» 
derſtandynge ol mã that thou my Loꝛde god very god ã man 
arte holy conteyned vnder a lytel lykeneſſe of bzede and wyne 
and thou arte hole receyued without cõſumynge ol hym that 
ls receyueth the. 

¶ Thou loꝛde ok all that haſt no nede of any maner thynge / 
yet thou haſt wylled to inhabyte within vs by this thy holye 


ſacrament.Loꝛdekepe my herte and my bodye vndefpled to p 
ende:that with a pure and a Joyous conſcience J map often 
receyuc the to my euerlaſtynge helthe, 
¶ Theyſe holy myſteryes Which be inſtitute / and oꝛdeygned 
chyefly vnto thy honour and perpetuall remembꝛaunce. 
¶ O my loule reioyce the /t gyue thankynges vnto thy god 
fo: his noble gykte/ and ſpngulcrcomfozte that it wyll pleaſe 
hym here in this vale of teres thus to cõfoꝛte the. Foꝛ as often 
tymes as thou remembꝛeſt this myſterye / and receyueſt this 
bleſſyd body ok our loꝛde:ſo often thou receyueſt the werke of 
thy tedempcyon / and arte made partener of all the merytes of 
bur loꝛde Jeſu cryſt. Foz his charyte is neuer mynyſſhed. and 
the greatneſſe ol his mercy is neuer cõſumed / wherkoze thou 
oughteſt to diſpoſe the al way With a newe reuoluynge of thy 
thoughte and oughtelt to conſpder this great myſterye ol thy 
helthe by attentyue reyſynge of thy loule. 
¶ And this werke ought to be vnto the as greatly newe and 
loyous Whan thou reteyueſt it.as if that ſame daye our lozde 
had firſt deſcended into the wombe of the virgyn mary to be 
made man/ozelles he that daye had ſuffred dethe fo2 the helthe 
of man vpon thecroſle. 
Cvvhatgreatpzofpteitisoften to receyue the body of 
but loꝛde Jelu cryſt. Ca. ili. 
Oꝛde J come vnto the to the ende that welthe may co⸗ 
me vnto me of thy gykte / and that J map Joye at the 
holy fcclt chat thou haſte made redy vnto me poze Ww2etche by 
thy lwete benygnyte:in the whiche my ſaupoure is all that Þ 
may 02 ought to deſyꝛe:toꝛ thou arte my helthe my redempcy⸗ 
on / my ſtrength / hanoure / and Joye. Alas my loꝛde god ma⸗ 
ke me thy daylye letuaunt Joyous. Foꝛ my loꝛde Jeſus J ha⸗ 
ue reyled my loule vnto the / and no we deſyꝛeth deuoutly and 
reucrently to receyue the into my houſe / to the ende p Þ maye 
deſerue With zachee to be bleſlyd of the / and to be accompted 
amonge the childꝛed of Abꝛaham. ¶ My ſoule deſyꝛeth thy bo 
body / my herte delyꝛeth to be vnyght d onelyW the. gyue thy 


{cife vnto me good loꝛde / a than J ſaffpfed:foz withoute the 


no cõſolacyon / noꝛ comtoꝛte is gosd / without the J may not 
be / and withaut thy vpſptacyon J may not lyue / Wherefoze 
it behoueth me often tymes to come / and appꝛoch to thy hygh 
pꝛeſence to receyue the foꝛ the remedy ol my helth to the entent 
I fayle nat in the waye ofthis moꝛtall lyfe if I Were deiraus 
ded from thy ſpyꝛytuall nouryſhynge. 

¶ Allo my ryght merey full loꝛde Jeſu wha thou haſt pꝛechyd 
vnto the people / and heled them ol dyuers ſyckenes thou haſt 
ſayd J Wyll not leue them faſtynge / and withuute any refec⸗ 
cion leſt parautture thep mpght faple in theyꝛ Way. Do With 
me than good loꝛde in that maner:ſythen thou haſt lefte this 
holy ſacrament foꝛ the comfoꝛte of all feythtull pcople:t̃oꝛ thou 
arte the lwete refectyon of the ſoulcs of theym that haue woꝛ⸗ 
thely teceyued and eten the / and they [hall be parteners / and 
alſo inherytours ofthe eternall ioye. Certepne it is vnto me 
neceſlary that ſo often ſynnes and ſoſoone keles and at euery 
houre fayles to come bnto the ende that by contpnuall oꝛylõs 
and conkeſſions / and by the tectyuynge of thy holy bodye J 
may purpfye/and rene we the heete of my reteccyon Foz pata⸗ 
uenture in abſteynyng me to longe to retceyue the: may leue 
koꝛgete / and renne frome my good purpole. Foꝛ the Wytte of 
man and woman from theyꝛ chyldhod be inclyned vnto all e⸗ 
uyll / And allo ii that this dyuyne and godlye medycyne helpe 
vs nat / innocent we fall vuto wozlſe, Than this holy commu 
uyon dzaweth men from euyll / and camfozteth them agaynt 
in goodneſſe / koꝛ J am many tymes very neclygent / and very 
often keled whan p Jcommune/02 woꝛſhyp my God / what 
ſhulde J thanne do ik J toke nat that medecyne / and aſtze of 
hym grate and helpe. And albe it J am not al way well dyſpo⸗ 
(pd to receyue my creature / yet ſhall Iputte me vnto payne to 
receyue theſe facred myſteryes in tyme conuenable:ſoo that J 
maye be made a partener ot᷑ ſo great grace. ¶ Foꝛ it is one of 
the mooſt pꝛyncypall and gretteſt conſolacyons vnto a feyth⸗ 
ful ſo wle / loz Þ tyme they ſhal matze they pylgrymage to war 
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| table fozit ys thy Werte i nat the power of man it ys thy ho- 


moze mynde ot thy benefptes. ¶ My loꝛde god J ſhall moꝛe 
oftea receyue the:my louynge Lode with a deuout thought 
O merueplous gentylneſſe ofthpne valpekcable pitye to war 
dyS vs: that thou loꝛde god ctcatour and gpucr of lyfe vnto 
all ſpyꝛytes / hathe wylled to come to one ſo poꝛe a ſoule with 
the deytel and humanytt. and my poꝛe lene and dꝛye loule hath 
lyſted to be made fatte with thy grate and thy holy vaccpon 
ot thy fwete ſpyꝛyte. O happy thought and well happy ſoule 
that deſerueth deuoutely to ue hys god hys loꝛde a crea⸗ 
tute:and in that receyuynge to be fultylled With top and ſpy⸗ 
rytual gladneſſe. O What great loꝛde receyueſt thou O what 
and ho we great an hoſt enterteyneſt thou into thy lodgyng. 
—— ioyous a fclowe takeſt thou into thyhows Howe key⸗ 

ekull a krende thou admytteſt vnto the. O howe good / no⸗ 
ble / and ſWwete eſpoule embꝛaceſte thou Whiche ought to be be 
loued and delyꝛed aboue all thypuges. O ryght ſwete beloued 
loꝛde / the heuen and erthe and all the oꝛnamẽtis of theym hol 
deth ſcylence in the pꝛeſence of thy face. Foz What pꝛayſynge 
honour / and beautye they haue it ps ot thy mercy and large⸗ 
nes / and cannot be lykt vnto thouour and beaute ot᷑ thy holy 
naine:of thy ſaptfce;wherot there ps no nofibze nother ende. 


Howe many cõmodities be gyuen vnto them that deuou 
tip teceyueth this holy ſacrament C. uit. 
G loꝛde god J humbiy beleche the to pꝛeuent me thy 
feruaunt in the bleſſpnges of thy lwete mezenes Ho 

that I map deſerue to cum worthelp/ #dcuouclp to the holy 
ſacrament mouſte to be magnytyed. Stere my herte and loſe 
it frome the dull heuvnes of my moztall body Uylite me With 
the meſſanger of helch ano gyue me to taſt thy ſwetnes ſpiri⸗ 
tuall whiche is hyode fully in tie lacrament as in a foũtayne 
of al ſwetneſſe. Jllumpnc myne iyt᷑ to biholde thys greate my 
ſterye / and ſtrongly confcrme me to beleue þ kepthe vndou⸗ 


des in this moꝛtall body / and to the entent we may haue the 


ly ozdpnatince and not by mannys deupſe, Foꝛ there is no mã 
foundeableofhpm ſelfc toconcepue # vnderſtande theſe holy 
myſteryes Whichc paſſeth the ſubtylte of aungels. CThan 
Howe may J poꝛe vnwoꝛthy ſynner whiche am but erthe # 
aſthes ſerche # contevue lo hygh # holy ſecrplpc/lozde J come 
vnto the in lymplenes of herte / # in lerme feythe / and by thy 
cõmaundement/⁊ with mene hope / and reuerence. And trucly 
J belyue that thou arte here.pꝛeſente in this holy ſacramente 
very god and man. And thou wylte J ſhall receyue the / and 
Jopne me vnto the by charptc.Wwherfoze J humbly pꝛay / and 
requyze that it may pleſe the to gyue vnto me thy ſpecyall gra 
te:ſo that J map be all relented, and flo we in thy loue in ſu⸗ 
che Wyle that 7 lhall not deſyꝛe any other conſolacyon. Fo2 
thys hygh woꝛthye ſacrament ys the helthe ok ſoule/ and bo⸗ 
dy. It ys the medycync ot all ſppzytuall ſebenes: in the why⸗ 
che my ſynnes be heylced:paſſyons be refrapned:temptacions- 
be ouercome / and mpupſlhed: moze greate graces be gyuyn 
the vertue begonne increaled / fapthe ys eneſtablyſſhed / hope 
ys made ſtronge and foꝛztyfycd:charyte ys bꝛannynge # ſpꝛed 
abꝛode. ¶ O my god the dekender ok my loule / and the repay⸗ 
rer ot the weykeneſle ol man and the ſender of all In warde 
comtoꝛte. Thou haſt gyuen / and dayly gyueth vnto thy Well 
beloued frendes in thys holy lacrament deuoutly receyuynge 
it many commodytes. Foʒ thou intuſeſt into theyꝛ ſoules gre⸗ 
te comtoꝛt agaynſt dyuers trybulacions:⁊ frome the depneſſe 
of theyꝛ owe oucrthowynge:thou areyſyſt them to the ho⸗ 
pc ot thy dyuine helpe. And with a ne we grace thou in warde 
ö lyghtneſt theym in ſuche Vople as they that 
cele theym befoze the reccyuynge olthe Sacrament heuy / ⁊ 
dull / and ouerthꝛo wen / and without affeecyon / and moyſter 
of deuocyon. ¶ After that they haue ben fedde wyth thys he⸗ 
uenly mete / and dꝛynke:they haue kounde them ſelfe chaũged 
into a merueilous Joye:whiche thynges thou doeſt vnto thy 
choſen people by diſpenlacyon of thy pure bounte: lo that they 
maye verplp knowe by open rxperpence/that nothynge they 
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haue no! may haue of them ſelfe/ and What grace / 0z good- 
nes they haue tt cometh ol the. Foꝛ of theym ſelfe they be colde 
harde and vudeuoute:but of the they be made feruẽt — 
+ deuoute. F02 who ys he that cometh mytzely vnto the foun 
teync of ſwetnes: and ſhall not bꝛzynge ſoms lytell quantite of 
fwetnes therfrom. J ſhall al wey put my mouthe vnto the ho⸗ 
le ofthe heuẽly pppe of that founteynt: that J mayc at the leſt 
take a lytell dꝛoppe to tatyſſye my thyꝛſte:ſu that J be nat all 
dꝛye. And though J may nat be heuenlp enflamed as the che⸗ 
rubpns and ceraphyns yet wyll J enfoꝛte me to deuociõ and 
pꝛepare my herte mykely to recepue this holy loupnge ſacra- 
ment and ſhall deſyꝛe to be enbꝛated With a lytel flame of that 
goodly loue.O good Jeſu holy and right pitesꝰ lauioz what 
fo euer bertue / oꝛ goodnes that fayleth in me. benygi beſe 
che the gracyoully of thy pite to ſupplye it by thy greate mcr- 
ty. Thou that haſt called all feithtuli creatures in ſayinge vn⸗ 
to theym tome ye all vnto me that labour and be charged: and 
Jſhalrcfreiſhe pou But alas good loꝛde J poꝛe ſinnet labour 
in the l Wette of my vyſage / and am toꝛzmented With ſozowe 
ol my hert. Jam charged with linnes a trauapled with tẽpta 
tcyons / enttyked and oppꝛeſſed with many pucl paſuons And 
loꝛde there is none that may delyuer me oꝛ make me ſate. but 
thou my only god and ſauyour to whome J commyte me and 
all mp cauſes: to thende thou kepe me and lede me to the lyle 
cternal Recepue me vnto the pzaiſtnges of thy name that haſt 
made redy vnto me thy pꝛecyous body / and blode to mete and 
dꝛynke. My loꝛde god and ſauyour graunte vnto mc by thy 
greate bounte that in cuſtomable receyuynge of thy holy nip- 
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COf the dygntte ofthe lacrementof the auliera ot tho; 
dꝛe of pzelſthod. _ 


- 2 


Fthouhaddeſtthepuryte dk aungzels and the holynes 
T of ſaynt Johfi Baptyſt:thou ſhuldeſt nat be Woꝛthy to 
teceyue / oꝛ trete of that holpeſacrament:fo2 that is nat due to 
the merytes ol men / that a man ſhuld conſectate and treate of 
the lacrament of this bleſſyd body ol Jelu cryſte / and take in 
mete the bꝛede of aungellys. O the great myſtery and the mer 
ueylous dygnyte ol pꝛeſtes / vnto whom is gyuen that / that 
is not graunted vnto the au gellys. Foꝛ the pꝛeſtys onely duly 
oꝛdꝛzed in the churche of cryſte haue power to doo and to conſe⸗ 
crate the holy body ol Jelu cryſte.Certeynlye the pꝛeeſt is the 
mynyſter of god: vlynge the Woꝛde of god / by the commaun⸗ 
dement and oꝛdenaunce ot᷑ god. But god is the pꝛyncypall and 
inuyſthie woꝛker:to whome be ſubmytted all creatures tobe 
Oꝛdꝛed attet his Wyll / and all to obep vnto his tõ maudement: 
Than thou oughteſt moꝛe to boleue in almyghtye god Xi that 
Tight excellent lacramẽt:thã to thy pꝛopꝛe Wyll oꝛ any othet vi 
Ayble token / And therefoꝛe to this holye Wertze p oughteſt to 
come with great dꝛede and reuerence. Take good hede than x 
le from who this myſterye is gyut vnto the, and that is by 
the puttpnge to of the handes of the Byſſhoppe thou arte ad: 
myttyd vnto that hye tomcth / Bcholde no we thou arte made 
a pꝛeſte / and lacreyd to doo this holye myſterye. Se than that 
fcpthfullp and deuoutly / and in due tyme thou offre thy ſacry 
fyce vnto god and ſhewe thy ſelte irrepꝛouable and withoute 
dckaute. Thou haſt nat{ouCed thy charge ot lyuynge / but haſt 
bounde the with a moꝛe ſtrayte bende of diſcyplyne and arte 
holden to a moꝛe great perfeccpon of holynes / Allo the pꝛeeſt 
oughte to be adoW2ncd With all vertues / and gpue all thep? 
cxaumple ot good / and holye lyfe / His conuetſacyon oughte 
nat to be with comon people / o the Wepes ol comon mentbut 
with the aungelles in heuen:oꝛ with the perkyghte men in the 
crthc, ¶ The pꝛeeſt clothed with holy veſtementes:occuppeth 
the rometh ot out loʒde Igelu cryſte / to the ende that hemape 
ryghthumblp pꝛay vnto god foꝛhym ſelfe / a alſo foꝛ all other. 
Foꝛ he hathbothe befoze hym / a behynde hym the very lpgns 


* r wy WMS. 


ofthe crofle: that he map contyntiallye remembzcthepaſſpon 
of oyrlo2de icſu triſt.Btfoꝛe hym he bereth the croſſe to tije cn 
de that he dylygently beholde the traces and the examples of 
our loꝛde icſu criſte:and that he fetuftlyſtudpe to ſolow them 
Behinde hym allo is ſigned with the croſſe to the entẽt he ſhul 
de ſuffrc foꝛ thehonoure of god all aduetſytycs / Inturies do⸗ 
ne vnto hym ok other. Befoze . he bereth the croſſe foz that 
he ſhulde be wayle pꝛopꝛe his ſpnncs. Ind hehynde hym lyke 
wyſe by great compaſſion to ſoꝛo we the ſynnes of other / and 
to knowe hymſelte that he is a man bet wene god and the ſyn 
ner. And that he depart nat from oꝛyſon / and from that holy 


oblacyon to the tyme vᷣ he deſerue to purchaſe the grace of god 


whan the pꝛeſte layth maſſe he honoureth god / he gpueth top 

vnto the aungels. he edyfieth the churche / he helpeth the louin 

gepeople, ge gyueth reſt to them that be paſſed q maketh hym 
e partyner ot all good werkes. | 44; 


CZ inwarde remembzaunce and extertyſe that a man 
ought to haue atoꝛe the reteyuinge of body ot out lo 
de Jelu criſt. Cap. vi. 


II Oꝛde whan I thynke of thy woꝛthyneſſe and ol my 
great fylthynes / I tremble ſtrongly aud am confoun 
ded in my ſelfe. Foꝛtt I recepue the nat Jflethe eternall lyte 
# pf I vn woꝛthyly teceyue the J renne in tu thy wꝛath what 
ſhal I thanne do my good loꝛde my helper. pzotcctour/comfoz 
ther / and ryght ſurc counceller in all myne intyꝛmptes / and 
neceſſittes, Teche me — loꝛde thy right weye / and purpole 
vnto me ſome excercyſe conuenabls to the recepupnge of this 
holy myſtery. Foꝛ it is neceſſatye vnto me and greatly pꝛoty⸗ 
tabic to knowe hom deuoutiy and reuerently J ought to pze 
pay2c mp-herte torecepue this holy ſacrament oꝛ to make ſo 
goodly ſacryfyce. 1 


— 
* 
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L F thou haddeſt the puryte dk aungels and the holpnes 
L of ſaynt JohfiBaptyſt:thouſhuldeſt nat be Woꝛthy to 
teceyue / oꝛ trete ot that holye ſacrament:foꝛ that is nat due to 
the merytes of men / that a man ſhuld conſectate and treate of 
the ſacrament ok this bleſſyd body ol Jelu cryſte / and take in 
mete the bꝛede of aungellys. O the great myſtery and the mer 


ueylous dygnyte ol pꝛeſtes / vnto Whom is gyuen that / that 


is not graunted vnto the aũgellys. Foꝛ the pꝛeſtys onely duly 


oꝛdꝛed in the churche ol cryſte haue power to doo and to conſe⸗ 


crate the holy body of Jeſu cryſte.Certeyulye the pꝛeeſt is the 
mynyſter of god: vlynge the woꝛde of god / by the commaun⸗ 
dement and oꝛdenaunce ot god. But god is the pꝛyncypall and 
{nupſtdic wozkcr:to whome be ſubmytted all creatures tobe 
oꝛdꝛed a tet his Wyll / and all to obey vnto his comaudement: 
Than thou oughteſt moꝛe to boleue in almyghtye god a ĩ that 
Tight excellent lacramẽt:thã to thy pꝛopꝛe Wyll oꝛ any other vi 


Ayble token / And therefoꝛe to this holye werte p oughteſt to 


come with great dꝛede and reuerence. Take good hede than a 
le from Whoin this myſterye is gyuẽ vnto the and that is by 
the puttpnge to ot the handes of the Byſſhoppe thou arte ad: 
myttyd vntothathperometh/Beholdenowe thou arte made 
a pꝛeſte / and ſacteyd to doo this holye myſterye. Se than that 
fcythfullp and dcuoutly / and in due tyme thou offre thy ſacry 
fyce vnto god and ſhewe thy ſelte irrepꝛouable and withoute 
dckaute. Thou haſt natlouled thy charge of lyuynge / but haſt 
bounde the witha moꝛe ſtrapte bonde of diſcyplyne and arte 
holden to a moꝛe great perfcccpon of holynes / Allo the pꝛeeſt 
oughte to be adoW2ncd With all vertues / and gyue all they? 
£raumpleof good / and holye lyle / His conuerſacyon oughte 
nat to be With comon people / oʒ the Wepes ol comon mentbut 
With the aungelles in heuen:oꝛ with the perfyghte men in the 
crthc, ¶ The pꝛeeſt clothed with holy veſtementes:occupyeth 
the tometh ot out loꝛde Idelu cryſte / to the ende that he maye 
ryght humbly pꝛay vnto god koꝛ hym ſelfe / z alſo foꝛ all other. 
Joꝛ he hathbothe befoze hym / a behynde hym the very ſpgns 


- ofthecroſle: that he map contyntiallye remembꝛe the paſſyon 

of our loꝛde icſucriſt.Befozchym he bereth the croſſe tothe en 
de that he dylygently beholde the traces and the examples of 
our loꝛde icſu criſte:and that he fetuttly ſtudye to folow them 
Behinde hym allo is ſigned with the croſſe to the entẽt he ſhul 
de ſuffre foꝛ thehonoure of god all aduetſytyes / Inturies do⸗ 
ne buto hym ok other. Befoze — he bereth the croſſe foz that 
he ſhulde be wayle pꝛopꝛe his ſynnes. Ind behpnde hym lyke 
Wyſe by great compaſſion to loꝛo we the ſynnes of other / and 
to knowehpmſclfe that he is a man let wene god and the ſyn 
ner. And that he depart nat from oꝛyſon / and from that holy 
oblacvon to the tyme vᷣ he deſerue to purchale the grace of god 
whan the pꝛeſte layth maſle he honoureth god / he gpueth top 
vnto the aungels. he edyfieth the churche / he helpeth the louin 
ge people / ge gyueth reſt to them that be paſſed g maketh hym 

e partyner ot᷑ all good werkes. | TY 
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Ca in warde remembyannee and crcorcyſethats man 
oughttohaueafoze the rcteyuinge of body ot out lo 
de Jelu criſt. Cap. bi. 


II Oꝛde whan J thynke ol thy wozthpneſle and ol my 
| great fylthynes / I tremble ſtrongly audam confoun 
ded in my felfe.Fo2if I recepue the nat Jflethe eternall lpfc 
t yt I vnwoꝛthyly reccpue the J renne in ta thy wꝛath what 
ſhal I thanne do my good loꝛde my helpex.pꝛotectout /comt̃oꝛ 
ther / and ryght ſure counceller in all myne infyꝛmptes / and 
neceſſittes. Tetche me good loꝛde thy right weye / and purpole 
vnto me ſome excercyle conuenabls tothe recepupnge of this 
holy myſtety. Foꝛ it is neceſſatye vnto me and greatip p2ofp- 
tabic to knowe hom deuoutly and reuerently J ought to pie 
payꝛe mp-herte tu recenue this holp ſacrament oꝛ ta make ſo 


r 


C The remembꝛynge ol his ppre conſcience With pourpo⸗ 
le ok amendment. Capi. vii. 


He pꝛeſte aboue all thynges ought to delyze with ſoue 
rayne teuerente and pꝛałounde mykeneſſe ok hert kull / 
and ferme teythe / humble hoope / and pytcous entente to the 
honour ot god to celebꝛate take/ and reteyue this woꝛthy ſa⸗ 
ctatnent:examyne dylygentiy / and make clere / and open the 
conſcience by truc conttycton / and make confeſſion as far as 
he hath po wer:ſo that thou kno we no thinge that greuethe oꝛ 
byte thy lapde cunſctente 02 lete the frely to come vnto the ſa⸗ 
me dayly. To haue diſpleaſure of all thy ſpnnes in gencrall x 
ko; bhp exteſles and ſynnes thou oughteſt to haut lpghynge 
and loꝛo we moꝛe ſpecyall. And if the tyme (uffre it cõfelſe vu⸗ 
to god in ſecrete of thy herte the myleryeg of all thy paſſyons: 
Wepe and haue ſoꝛowe that thou art petfocaraal aud wozlde 
ly / and lo euyll moztpfpedec frome thy paſlyons ſo full ot mo⸗ 
cyons and concupyſcences / ſo euyll compoled / and oꝛdꝛed in 

thyout warde wittes fo often appitede vuto vayne fantaſics: 
ſo moche enclyned vnto ourwarde thynges:fo neclygent iu p 
in warde ſpirytuall thynges lo redy to lãugh and to all dillo- 
lucton:ſo harde to wepe and to compüccvon:ſo redy to folowe 
the loſe manet and the pleaſures of the fleſſe:and lollowe and 
dull to the feruour ot vertue:ſo curious to beholde / and to he⸗ 
te newe fayꝛe thynges: ſo negiygent / and lothe tolerac and 
delyꝛe thynges that be mtke and abiecte. Go couetous to re⸗ 
cetue and poſled many goodts.and ſo fcarfe to gyue the / and 
glad to ne and retoyne theym: ſo cuyll auyſed in ſpekyn⸗ 
and ſo tobe ſtyll. o vnozdzed in maners: 


thcrof:\o wauerynge to take hede. ſo colde in deuocyan iu the 
tyme.of the malle: ſo dꝛye in receyuynge of the lacrement 


lo loone with dꝛawen / fo ſeldome well gadꝛed vnto thyſelfe 
ſo ſode inly moued vuto wꝛath / ſo caſely ſtired:to the —— 
re ot other / ſo haſty to iuge / ſo roughe in repꝛeuynge / lo loy⸗ 
ous in pꝛoſperite /ſo weyke in aduerſite / ſo often pourpoſyn⸗ 
ge many good thynges / and lytell bꝛyngeth to good affecte. 
Thele and other thy defautes With loꝛowe / & great dylplea⸗ 
ſure ot thy pꝛopꝛe fragtlpte confeſſed and ſoꝛo wtully be wept 
Set the than With full purpoſe al weyes to amende thy ſelfe # 
to pfite from better vnto better / and after offre thy ſelle with 
platne reſignacion and entier Vopll tothe honoure of my na- 
me perpetual ſacrifice within p aulter of thyne herte. That is 
to kno we thy ſoule and body commyttynge fepthfullp vnto 
me / that thou ſo may delerue Woꝛthely to tome and offte thy 
lacrytyce to god and to receyue the ſacrement of my body hel⸗ 
thekully. Foꝛʒ no oblacyon is moze Woꝛthy no2 no ſatyſtaccion 
can beſo great foꝛ to deface the lygnes of man:as to offre hym 
ſelfe to god purely / and entyerly with the oblacyon of the ho⸗ 
ly body of Cryſt Jeſu in the maſle and the holy communyon, 
And they whoſe ſomeuer ſhall do as moche as lieth in theym 
and haue very repẽ᷑ taũce ot᷑ thy: offences paſſed: as oft as thep 
ſhall come vnto me they ſhall recouer pardon # grace. am ly 
fex wil nat the deth of a ſynner but rather wyll þ he retour⸗ 
ne a lyue agayne. And tha wyl J uomoze remeþze his ſynnes 
g treſpaces:but all ſhalbe foꝛgyuen #pardoned vntohym. 


Cot ß oblacion of Jeſu Crill in the croſle of þ p20pze reſi: 
gaacion that man ſhulde make ol hym ſelfe, Cap. viii, 


Manas Jdpd offre my lelfe / and my free wyll vnto 
| god mp fader my handes ſpꝛede on the croſle/ and mp 
naked body fozthy ſyunes. Fn ſomoche that no thynge re- 
mayned in me / but all paſled in ſacryfyce to apeaſe his Wꝛa⸗ 
the: in lyke vople thou oughtelt to offre vnto me wyllyngiy 
thy ſelle iu pure oblacyon dayly in the maſſe wptheall thy gf- 
keccyons / and ſtrengthes as pꝛofoundely / and feruently: as 
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thou maiſt. what aſtze J ofthe moꝛe but that thou ſtudy to re⸗ 
lygne thy ſelfe vnto me enterely. what thynge ſo euer elles þ 
gvueſt vnto me. J haue no cure. Foꝛ J demaunde nat thy gyk⸗ 
tcs:but only thy ſelfe. As no thynge ſhulde ſuffpce vnto the 
withoute me Lpke Wiſe no thinge may pleaſe vnto me what 
ſo euer thou ſhalte gyue thou offre nat thy ſelke vnto me. Ok⸗ 
fre the than gyue the holy vnto me / and that oblacyon ſhalbe 
acceptable. Bcholde J dyd offre my ſelfe holy vnto my tader 
fo: the / and foꝛ the J dyd gyue all my body and blode to the 
ende that J ſhulde be all holy thyne / and thou myne alſo. But 
and thou reſt in thy ſelfe and with good wyl pzcſcnt p nought 
vnto mc. thane there is no full oblacyon nouther entyer party 
te vnyon bet wene vs. Foꝛ the fre oblacyon ot thy ſelfe iu to 
the handes of almyghty god: ought to go befoꝛe all thy wer⸗ 
kes if thou wylte opteyne lybertye # grace. And the lacke of 
thys is the cauſe that ſo fewe foltze be illumyned and haue in⸗ 
Watly lybertyc. F oꝛ they can nat renounce them lelfe My ſen 
tence is ferme / ſtable:that none may be my diſciple without 
he renounceth all that he hath. Than yt thou deſpze to be mp 
diſpple offre thy ſclfe vato me with all thyne affeccion. | 


CThat we oughtto offre butogodall that we haue / 
and to pꝛaye fo all people. = Cap. ix. 


11 all thynges that be in heuen and in erthe be thy⸗ 
mn ne / and my Wyllynge deſyꝛe ps to offre me vuto the 
perpetuallv tn oblacion. So that I maye be thine euerlaſtin· 
gly. And thys daye good loꝛde J offre vnto the my ſelfe perpe 


tually fo: euer moꝛe to be thy (cruaunt with my herte and ſou 


le fully to contynue. J beſcche the receyue this holy oblacion 
of me that am vn woꝛthyc to offre me vato thy pꝛecyous box 
dye in the pꝛeſence ot aungels aſlyſtynge inuyſybli to the en⸗ 
de:that it may be to the helthe ol me / aud all thy people. Lade 
Jallo aſtre vnto the al my ſynnes whpche J haue committed 


before the and thy holy aungcls.cith the firſt day that J bega- 
ne 02 in any wyſe mpght ſynne vnto this pzcſente dape. And 
I beleche the toinflame me with the bzenninge fire ofcharitc 
and todeface/and put a wey ali the condiſions ot my linncs. 
Clenſe my conſcience from all ſynne / and reſtoze it vnto thy 
grace:that by ſinne J haue loſte. Ind perketlye pardone me of 
all mine oſtences:that J map recciue pcrfightly the I wete kil⸗ 
ſynge ofpcas. what may 7 ds moꝛe foꝛ me ſinnt: butmetzely 
confeſſe theym with ſozovofull weping. & ice ſſauntiy pzapin- 
ge the of thy pptcous mercy. 

CJ beſcche the loꝛde exalte me: and be vnto me redy whan J 
am befoze the.O mp good loꝛde ſoucrapnly all my liunes dyl⸗ 
pleaſith me. and by thy grace J will neuer beginne the agay 
ne:but euer ſhall haue ſoꝛowe koꝛ theym as longe as I ſhall ly 
ue. and ſhalbe redy to dopenaunce/# make ſatilfaccion of the 
beſt ot my lytell power. C werfoꝛe nowe good loꝛde pardon 
me ot my great and abhompnablc ſpnnes and foz houourof 
thy holy name ſaue mp loule whiche thou haſt verclp bought 
with thy mooſt pꝛecious blode. And J commytte me good loʒ 
de vnto thy great mercy / and reſigne me hooly vnto thy han⸗ 
des. Do with me Loꝛde after thy bounte and nat after my ma 
lyce / and iniquite. 

¶ Aiſo J offre vnto the all my dedes that J haue done: albe it 
they be full fewe / and vnperfight: that thou maiſt lanctytye 
and amende theym as they be agreable/# acceptable vnto the 
And al weyes good loꝛde dꝛawe me from better to better / and 
conduyte and lede meſlouthfull and vn woꝛthy ſynner vuto 
good #laufull ende. 

CJnlyke wyſe J offre vnto the:the deſpzes ok all deuo wte 
perlones:theneceliptes of all good dedes ol my kynſctolke# 
krendes / aud ok all theym that haue done me goode / oz be dere 
vnta me / and all other foꝛ thy loue / and they that haue dely⸗ 
red / oꝛ required me to make ſacrytyce fo: thepzfrendes lyuyn 
ge / oꝛ paſſed the woꝛlde. Daas they may fele helpe.Cololacts, 
Delence / And Pꝛeleruacyon from all parcls by thy grace / 


and delyueraũce ofpcynes lo as they map pelde vntothe Joy 
and gladnes with ma gnikyinge and pꝛayſynge ol the yz dely 
ueraunce. 

¶ J offre vnto the alſo pzayers #holp oblacions foz all them 
ſpecyally ᷣ hath cauſed vnto me heuynes / hurte / 02 any ma⸗ 
ner ot damage. ¶ Ind lyke wyle koꝛ theym that J haue trou⸗ 
bled / greued / vexed / oꝛ ſclatidzed i woꝛdes / oꝛ dedes knowyn 
gly / ignoꝛaũtly to the ende bleſled loꝛde that we al may be par 
doned of our offenſis don the one agaynſt þ other And good 
loꝛde Jeſu take from our hertis all ſulpeccion / wWꝛathe a indi 
gnacion / all that map bꝛeke / oꝛ let charyte oꝛ dtmpayſlhe vs 
from thy eternall loue. loꝛde haue pyte bleſſed Jeſu haue pp 
te:⁊ gyue thy mercy vnto all theym that aſketh it: a thy grace 
vato theym that haue nede. Ind make vs ſo woꝛthy to haue 
that grace that we may go vnto the lyke eternall. Amen. 


¶ That the holy ſacrament ought nat lyghtely to 
be kozbozne. Cap. x. 


T behoueth the often to tetourne vnto the fountapne 

ok grace / mercy / bountye / pyte / and puryte: that thou 
mayſt beclenſed from thy vices d paſſions:ſo as thou maiſt 
be made moze — 5 and wakynge agaynſt all temptaci⸗ 
ons and ſubtyll craftes of the fende. Foꝛ thy ennemye kno⸗ 
wynge the greate frute / and remedye of receuynge of this 
holy ſacrament entoꝛceth hym by all maner of occaſions that 
he map to dꝛa we the vnto hym agayne / and letteh the fey⸗ 
thfull and deuout people whan any dyſpoſeth thepm to the 
receyuynge of thys holy communton. The ennemye Sathan 
putteth vnto theym the mooſt greuous temptacyons that he 
map.Alſo it ys wzptten in the hyſtoꝛye ot Job. this yuell ſpi⸗ 
ryte cometh amonge the chyldꝛen of god to thende that by his 
curſcd cuſtome / he perturbeth / perplexeth / and mabeth theym 
dꝛedfull dymynyſthynge theyꝛ affeccyon / and impugnynge 
theym ol theyz fepthe:lo that perauẽture.they leue their good 


| 


purpoſe of that holy body that they at that tyme come koz tg 
receyue.but we ſhulde take no thought noꝛ feare of the crafty 
cauttelles of that falſe enemye that be fo foule # hoꝛryble:but 
all{uchefanceſpcs we ſhulde caſt agayne at the hede of that 
Wicked ſpirite.it is a poꝛe myſchyuous ſpirite that ſo lcttetl; % 
mocketh vs. And koꝛ any aſlaultes oꝛ commocons that he ex⸗ 
cyteh.this holy ſacrament ought nat to be lefte. Allo often ty⸗ 
mes to great ſolycytude fo: deuocyon to be had letteth and 
ſomtyme cerpoulnes of conteſlyon to be made / But do after 
the councell of the wyſe / and take away this anxyetye 3 ſtty⸗ 
ple: foz it letteth the grace ot᷑ god / and deſtroyeth deuocyon. 
And leue not the holy teceyuynge ol Jelu cryſt foꝛ lytell trybu 


lacpon.02 deieccvon / puſyllanymyte. but with good wyll ga 


vnto the conkeſlout / and pardon all other that haue offended 
the: and yt thou haue offended any other mekely aſze koꝛ gy⸗ 
ueneſſc. And thanne dꝛede not:but god wyll pardon the · what 
p:ofpterh it longe to tary frome conkeſſion / oz to deferre the 
receyuynge ok thy bleſſed ſauyour. Ftrſt pourge the and caſt 
out the venym / and than haſte the to take the remedpe And 
thouſhalte tele the moche better: thaune pf thou haddeſt de⸗ 
kerred tt. F oꝛ ił thou thys dap leue the holy reccpupnge foz 
coldaes of deuocyon and fcblenes ofmpade: parauencure tg 
moꝛowethauſhalte ynde thy ſelkemoꝛe ſlacke: and fo longe 
with dꝛawe that thou ſhalt thy lelke moche Wwozle/ and 
moꝛe vnable. Than as ſoone as thon mayſt:tae a wey this 
kebleneſſe ol mynds and the ſpyce of ſloweth. Foz al wey only 
to be in anguyſhe and heuyneſſe of thy ſynne pallynge the ty⸗ 
me in trybutacyon / and fo; daply obſtacles tmperfeccions to 
withdzaw thefrome theſe dyuyne myſteryes: without tuur⸗ 
uynge bnto the pytyous mcrpee of our ſauyour cryſte Jeſu / 
it helpeth the nought. But greatly the longe tarptugeto tecey 


ue thy ſaueout / anoeyth / and taryethe the /d ſhall bzynge das 


iy buto thea moe ſlouthfuineile.¶ But alas fo: ſoꝛo we. ſom 
tolde / and deſolate perſones gladely ſeehe cauſes of 


of tatyinge 
from conteſſion / and from therecepupnge of this holy ſacra- 


ment / and fo: that they couete many delapes: lefte they ſhall 
be bounde to gyue theym ſelle toa ſtrapter maner in the oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛe ok theyꝛlyft. Alas hu we lytellcharyte a ho we ſtzlender de⸗ 
uocion haue they that putteth a waye ſo caſely the rccepupn= 
ge of thys holy facrament. O howehapyy be they and agre⸗ 
able vnto almyghty god that ledeth ſo holy a lyfe:that they 
may kepe theyꝛ conſcience in clenc and pure dꝛede. ſo as they 
map dayly diſpoſe and make theym redy / and with greate 
affeccpon deſyꝛe to recepue that holy ſatcrament: it it were le⸗ 
kull at alt tymes: Neuertheles ſomtyme by mckenes to ab⸗ 
ſteyne / oꝛ foꝛ other letull cauſes that map lete Wtth reucrence 
is to be pꝛayſed / But ik ſlouthe / oꝛ neglygence holde hym: he 
bought to endeuout hym as kar as in hym ys / and our loꝛde 
ſhallbe pꝛelent at his deſp2c:Wwhiche will ſpecyally beholde his 
good will. but han he is la wkully let / and if ye haue a good 
Wyll / z pyteous mynde to receyue his maker:vet he ſhall not 
faple to haue the frute of that bleſled ſacrament. Foꝛ euery per⸗ 
ſone with perkite deuocvon may euery day receyue that holy 
facrament ſpiritually to his helthe # without denvinge: # in 
certcpne tymes and dayes eſtablyſled:he ought to vecepuc the 
body of his laucour with eftectuallreuerence ſacramentally. 
And that to ſeche ⁊ to do it moze to the pzaiſpnge # the honou⸗ 
re ołgod almyghtythan to his owne conſolacõn Foz as often 
as he lptiallp is comuncd r refreſſed inuyſybly: o often he re⸗ 
meb:cth — the myſterye ol the incarnacon of criſte and 
his pepnfull paſtion and is kyndled tu the loueof hpm:hethat 
other wiſe nat p̃payꝛeth hym lelte but at the tpine of a greate 
fccſt oꝛ cllps bpcuſtome he is cõpelled.he ſhall often tymes be 
failvnredp.Blcſled is he that offres hym ſelfe vnto almpghtp 
od as oft as he doth maſſe ozellys recepueth this honozable 
acrament. And in dopnge this myſterye / nat taryinge / noz 
to haſty:but kepe the comon mancr with ſuche as thou gow 
amonge. Thou oughteſt nat to do that the herers therot take 
greue / oꝛ Jrk(omnes: but kepe the comon way alter thozdp- 
naunces of the holy faders, Ind do rather cõferme the / to the 
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p2ot pte of other than to thyn owne deus cyon oz pzyuate plca⸗ 
—_ - | 


CHowe the bleſſyd body of our loꝛde Jeſu cryſte is greatly 
ncceſſarpefo2the helthe of maunys ſoule. Ca. ri. 
Nyght ſwete Jelu howe great conſolacyon ⁊ ſwetnes 


ys it to a deuoute Soule to cte With the at thy dyner 


Where none other mete is gyuen but thy ſelfe whiche arte the 
only louer a oughteſt to be deſyꝛed aboue all deſyꝛes of man- 
nys herte/and ho we ſwete a thynge ſhuld it be in thy pꝛeſeuce 
from the bottom of the herte to lende oute teris:to dee / aud 
weſſhe thy pꝛecious fete with the pyttous Mawdeleyne: but 
wherc ts that deuocyon / oz the plentcous effuſion of holye te⸗ 


rys / certeynely in beholdynge the with thy holy aungels / all 


my herte ought to bꝛenne # Wepe with tope:fo2 J haue very⸗ 
ly the pꝛelent be though thou hyd vnder a trauge lykenes:foꝛ 
myne eyen myghte not luſtyſe to bcholde the in thy pꝛopꝛe and 
godly clerenes / noꝛ all the woꝛlde myght nat abyde to bchol= 
de the clerenes of thy top i maieſte / where ſoꝛs good loꝛde thou 
helpeſt mp wekenes / in that it pleſeth the to couer thy lelte vn 
der the kourme of that holy ſacrameut / I verelp wozlbpp the 


whome the aungels woꝛſhyp in heuen / but in me it is as yet 


but in fepth:x the aũgels woꝛſtup the there ĩ thyn owne lyke⸗ 
nes without couerture/J mult be conteut With true bepthe X 
ſo walke tyll thc dap come ol eternall clernesWwhi the ſhadow 
of fpgures ſhall fynyſſhe / Foꝛ han that pfpte dap ſhall come 
the vſage of this holye ſacrament ſhallccale/Fozthey that be 
bleſſpd in the heuenly Jope/thall haue no nede of any ſacra- 
metall mcdpcpne:fo2 they ſhall iove withoute ende in the pꝛe⸗ 


ſlence ot god ſeynge hym i his gloꝛy face to face / ſhalbe ttanſ 


fourmed from clerenes vnto clerues with the godhed icomp̃⸗ 
henſible / they ſhall taſte the ſone of god made man: as he was 
krom the begynnynge / a ſhall be euerlaſtyngely: than teme 


bꝛynge me of the great marucyls ⁊ ſolace though it be ſpuall: 


it is to me greuous whan J remombꝛe thole maruepls/Foz 
all thynges that J here / oꝝ ſee in this woꝛlde I tompte as no 


chynge ſolonoeas I ſe nat my lode god in his glozpe. Lowe 
God thou arte my wytnes that nothynge can gyue vnto me 
comf̃oꝛte/ noꝛ no creature may gyuevnto me reſi:but thou my 
loꝛde god whom J delyꝛe eternally to beholde. ¶ But that is 
athynge to me not pollible / whyle that J am in this moꝛt all 
lyfe wherfoꝛe it behoueth me With great pacience to oꝛdꝛe my 
ſelfe / and mykely to ſubmytte me vnto the in all my delyzes. 

¶ Good Lowe thy ſayntes 2 nowe ioye With the in the kyng 
dome ot heuen:abode the comynge of thy ioye with great fey⸗ 
the and pacyente as longe as they lpued / I belcue the ſame 
they dyd belcue / and hope as they haue hoped / and truſte by p 
meane of thy grace to come theder as they nowe be. In the 
meane whyle J ſhall in good and faſt feyth be comfozted by cx 
aumples ot holy ſayntes.Alſo I hauc full vertuous and holy 
bekes foꝛ the conſolacion and myꝛrour ot my lyte / and alſo a⸗ 
boue all theſc thynges thy ſacrtd body foꝛ my ſynguler refuge 
and remedye. J feie that two thynges be vnto me right necel⸗ 
farye:Wwithout whom this mylerable lyfe ſhulde be vnto me 
inpoꝛtable:Foꝛ as longe as J ſhall be holden in this pꝛelent bo 
dy: J cõfeſſe me to haue nede ot wo thynges that is to Rnowe 
of mete and lyghte. But therefoze thou haſte gyuen vntome 
whiche am poozeand lycke thy holy bodye to the refreſſhynge 
of my ſoule and bodye / And alſo thou haſt put befozemp fcpth 
the lyghte ol thy holye woꝛde / And without theſe two thyn⸗ 
ges Imyghte nat well lyue ſpitytuallye / Foꝛ thy Woꝛde mp 
loꝛde and god is the lighte ol mp ſoule/and the holye ſacramse | 
is the bꝛede ol mp lpfe. Theſe two thynges ſo neceſſarpe may 
alſo be called the tables ſette on eyther lyde in the treſourpe of 
holy churche:the one table ts ot the holye aulter hauynge this 
touelp bꝛede:that is to ſay the netyous body of Iheſu cryſte / 
che other is the la we of god tonteynyunge the holye doctryne | 
and ſhewech the right leythe and lurely gydynge vato the i= 
warde ſecryſyes where as the holy iuellys callydDcti ſctow | 
IJ yelde bnto thethankes loꝛde Jeſu tryſte: which arte the ve« 
rpclernesofetcrnalllpght.CFozthis table ot᷑ holy doctryns 
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which thou haſt mpnyftred vnto vs by thy ſeruaũtes / pꝛophe 
tes /apoſteles / and other dottours / And J yelde vnto p than 
kynges agayne creatour and redemer of. manzynde whiche 


haſt declared thy great charpte vnto ali the Woꝛlde / and haſte 


pꝛepared this royall ſouper in the which thou haſt nat purpo⸗ 
ſed to be eten the fyguratyue lame / but thy mooſt holy body 
and pꝛecious blode rcioyſynge all thy creatures by that holeſt 
and lwetly fulfyllynge them With that helthful chaleps Wher 
in be hyd all the delytes and toyes of paradyſe / and the holye 
aungels befedde with vs with ſwetnes moche plenteuous / 
O how great and honoꝛable is the oſfyte of pꝛeſtes /to whom 
is gyuen power to conſecrate by dyuyne woꝛdes to bleſſe w 
they lyppes / to holde with theyꝛ handes / rect yue With theyz 
mouthes / and to mynyſter vnto other the loꝛde and god of all 
maieſte/ O howe clenc ought to be the handes / how pure the 
mouthe / ho w holy the body / and how vndefyled the herte ol 
apccſt, vnto whom ſo often entreth the auctour of all purete 
Certenly trom the mouthe ofapzceſt ought no woꝛde to pꝛo⸗ 
ccde but that / that were honeſt and pꝛofetable / that ſoo often 
recepucth the ſacrament of the holye bodye ol Jhelu criſt/ his 
eyen ought to be ſymple and ſhameftaſt that ſo cuſtomably bez 
holdeth the holy body / The handes pure to lykte vp bnto heuẽ 
Which handeleth the creature of heuen / and erthe / Foꝛ ſpecyal 
Ilya pꝛeeſt it is ſayd ĩ the la we / be ye holy foꝛ J your loʒde god 
am holy. O god omnipotent thy grace be vnto vs helppnge fo 
that we which haue taken the Sd pceot puſthode may reueret 
ly and deuoutiye ſerue the with all putete / and good conſcit̃ce 
and it we may not lyue in ſoo great innocencye of lyfe as we 
ought to do:gyue vs grace at the leeſt that We may Wepe and 
ſoꝛo we the euylles that we haue commytted / and done lo that 
that in ſpiritual mekenes / a purpoſe ot good wyll we maye 
from henſtoꝛth ſtrongly ſerus the with leruent coꝛage. 


C with howe great dntgence he sought to pꝛepa ſelfe 
that ſhulde receyue * rit. 
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() Urlo2de ſapth J the louer ol purete # the lyberal gyuer 
ok all holynes / J lerche p pure clene hert and there wyll 
J reſt / Mate redye than koꝛ me thy herte / and J ſhalbe with 
the than as J was with my dilcyples / at Eſter I ſhall come 
and dwell with the if thou Wylte:but than it behoueth the to 
mundifpe and clenſe thehabptacionof thy herte fro all ſpnnes 
leue all bʒute and noyſe ot the woꝛlde With all thy vyces # in⸗ 
clole i ſhet the i thy chaumbꝛe as doeth a ſolytaty byꝛde vnder 
the eueſynges ofan houſe / and remembꝛe all the exceſſes # all 
thy dcfautcs cõmytted / with all thy ſoule a bitternes of herte 
F024 good frende wyll make redye to his welbeloued frende 
à good tt a pleſaunt place to dwellin / in that doynge is well 
kno wen with what good affeccyõ he receyueth his layd frẽde 
It is fo2 trouthe that thou oughteſt to vnderſtande that thou 
mayſt nat ſatyltye hy aup meryte 02 laboure of thy ſelfe / nat 
and thou dyddiſt laboure with the beſt of thy power bp a hole 
pcre thaugh thou haddeſt none other thynge to do / But thou 
ſhalte vnderſtande that by my only po wer and grace / is per⸗ 
mytted / and graunted vnto theto come to my table / aud i p a 
pooʒe man were calied vntathe table of a ryche loꝛde / and the 
pope man had nane other thynge to gyue agayne foꝛ that be⸗ 
nefytes ot that ryche man / but l wetely / and mekely to thanke 
hym he Wolde do it / ſo oughteſt thou to do diligently as moch 
as is in the / and nat by cuſtome / oz necellite / But With all dꝛe 
de / reucrence / and affeccyon / Thou oughteſt to take the blel⸗ 
ſyd bodye of our loꝛde god / ſethen that it lyſteth hpm to come 
vnto the / Certeynly Jam he that calleth the / and I haue com⸗ 
maunded it ſo to be done / a J hall ſupplye that fapleth in the 
wherfoꝛe come and receyueme / Whan in that doinge J gy⸗ 
ue vnto the grace ot deuocyon / elde thou thankes vnto me 
thy god / Nat thynkynge thou art Woꝛthy thereof of thy ſclfe 
but that I haue hadde mercy or the / and ik thou haue nat that 
grace whan thou woldeſt / but fele thy (elfe dꝛye / and vnluſty 
yet contynuie thy oꝛyſon with ſoꝛowtuli wepynge: and (mpte 
at my doze without cealynge vnts the tyme p thou mayſte re⸗ 


ceyue a lytell crome 82 dꝛope ot helthefull grasc.a ànowe it of 
trouth thou haſt moche nede of me: J haue none ot þ. Thou 
comeſt nat to ſanctifye me:but Þ am hethat ſhall ſantifye the / 
ſt make the better to the ende that thou maiſte be vnight with 
me to teceyue newe grate and purpole amendemẽt Be nat in 
VWpll to deferre my grace: but with all dilygence pzepap2e thy 
herte to receyne within the thy louynge loꝛde. a nat only thys 
pꝛepatre the bcfoze thy cõmunvon / but alſo maynteyne a kepe 
the after p reteyuynge ok thy ſayd holy ſacrament in ỹ ſame de 
uocion tn as moche as thou maiſt. Foꝛ thou oughtelt to haue 
no leſle diligence than thou-haddcſt-afoze.Fo2zthe good a diy 
gent kepynge ot thy loule after the recepupnge of p bleſſed la⸗ 
crament is a good pᷣparacion ts obteine the moꝛe great grace. 


And they v ſo do nat:ſhewe them ſelfe greatly euyll diſpoled / 


whan they habandowue them ſelfe ſo ſoone # ſo largely to 
but warde ſolace / in warde pleaſures herkoꝛe kepe p from 
great bꝛute à ſpekinge /a abide inp ſecrete graces a frutes of 
thy god. foꝛ thou haſt hym v all Þ wozlde may nat take awey / 
+ am he to whome thou oughteſt to gyue pbp ſuche maner 
pfromhen(fo:th thou liue nomoꝛe in thy lelke:but in me only. 


Chowe the deuaut ſoule ought effectuouſſy with al his 
herte to be vnight vnto Jelu criſt. Caß.xiii. 
(Dies who ſhall yelde vnto me that J may fpndec the ſo 

le / and that J map open to the all my hert / a ioy with p 
as my poꝛe ſoule deſy2eth and that here be no creature to behol 
de me:but thou alone to ſpeke to me / d I to the goode loꝛd as 
of cuſtome one frende ſpeketh to a nother ſecretly: hereot᷑ J de 
ſire #:pzayethe lozde ieſu to thende p J may fully be vnyght 
vnto the # with dꝛa w my hert fro all other creat thynges that 
J map p ſoner lerne pᷣ̊ eteruall heuenly thynges by p meane 
of pᷣ receiuige of this holy ſacramẽt. Alas mp good loꝛd w hHhã 
ſhal J be vnight a gadꝛed all hole i p /a vterlp koʒgete my ſelfe 


thou art in mea I Wwiththe.# thus aſſcmbled make vs dwell 


to ged J pꝛay the truly thou arte my choſen. 3 lode/ 


- —— — . — — 1 


and it hath plealed thy benigne grace fo be inhabited i my fot 
le all the dayes ol my lyfe. Thou arte mp peſeable Well:ĩ who⸗ 
me ys ſouerayne peas # true reſt: without the there ys no thin 
ge but labour / ſoꝛo w / infinite miſery. Thou my gad art clo 
led #hpd tn councdl of thy fampltars: whiche be nat comune 
to the euyll folkes. ¶ But thy familiar ſpekynge is with p me 
be ⁊ ſymple folkes, O loꝛde ho we good benigne / #\Wete ys 
thy ſpirite whiche to the ende thou maiſte ſhe we vnto p ſon⸗ 
nes ᷑ chyldꝛẽ thy ſwetnes:haſt vouched ſaue to refreſſh thym 
agatne #gpucs to theym refcccyon of thy ryght ſwete bꝛede 
deſcended frome heut. Certeynly there ys none other ſo great 
a nacion lackynge criſtis feithe that hath their. godis ſo nere 
vnto them as thou arte our god / a loꝛde to all thy feithtull cry 
ſten people:to Whome thou —5— thy bleſed body to ete fo 
theyꝛ dayly cõkoꝛte /a to reyſe theyꝛ hertes to hyghe ccleſtpall 
thynges. O What other folkes be there ſo noble as be the cri⸗ 
ſten people. oꝛ what creature is there ſo ſtrogly beloued under 
heuen as is the deuoute ſoule in hom gad entreth a gpucth 
kedinge with his owone glozious fleſſhe blode. O grace inc⸗ 
ſtimable a merueylous Woꝛthyneſſe O loue without melure 
lynguleriy ſhewede vnto man. But what ſhall J yelde vato 
god /a wer with (hall J recõpẽce this ſo great grace #charite, 
Truclp there is no thinge J may gyue moꝛe agreable to his 
mercy than to ioyne my hert pertitiy vnto hum And wha mp 
ſoule ſhalbe perłitely vntght with hym. Thau ſhall my in war 
de parties iov. And thane my loꝛde Will ſap vuto me: If p wilt 
be with me J will be with the. And J (hall anl were hom: ble 
ſed loꝛde J beleche the dwell with me koꝛ all the deſyꝛe ol my 
herte ys to be with the inſeparable without departynge. 


COkthe bꝛennynge deſire that ſome creatures haue in ß 
biched body ol our lozde Jclu crit. CaPÞ.riit,; 


Loꝛde ho we great is the multytudeof thy ſwctneſſe/ 
whiche thou halt hyd loz them that dꝛede the, whan J 


remẽbꝛe me ot many deudute perſones:that haue come to this 
thy holy ſacrament W ſo great feruent affettyon / deuocyon 
Jam tha many tymes imp ſelte cõtuſed /a haue great ſhame 
that J goo vnto the aulter and table of that holy tommuny⸗ 
on ſo rudelp with ſo colde deuocion / a am ſo dꝛye without af- 
feccyon ot herte / Jam abaſſhed that J am nat all hole infla- 
medi thy pꝛelẽte / a ſo ſtrõgly dzaWe/# eſtablyſſhed as many 
good deuoute perſones haue ben / which by the great deſyꝛe of 
this holy ſacrament a ſenſible loue ofherte might nat contey⸗ 
ne ne witholde them from wepynge / But cffectuouſiye with 
mouthe / herte / a body came vnto that good loꝛde / as to the ly⸗ 
uynge fountapne of all bountye / may nat attapne to fulfyll 
they hungre / but if they take thy holy body which they lo de⸗ 
ſyꝛoullye / eſfeccionally / ſpiritually map teceyue / O true / ã 
benygne feythe of them that p̃uably ſheweth the oꝛnament of 
ty holy pꝛelence / To them is verelp knowen theyꝛ god i bꝛe⸗ 
kynge of bꝛede / which bꝛenneth and bꝛoyleth ſo ſtrongely the 
herte ol them in the loue ol Jelu Cryſt / Certeynly ſuche aſtec⸗ 
cyon /deuocion / and vehement bꝛennynge loue is karre from 
me. O good ſwete & benygne Jhclu be vnto me pyteous / and 
redp to gyue and graunt to thy pooꝛe begger ſomtyme to fele 
a lytell of that hartely loue and affeccpon inthe receyuynge of 
thy holye body / to the ende that my fepthe may be moze ferme 
t my hope moꝛe perftght in thy bountye / and my charyte ſom⸗ 
tyme lo pertightly inklamed that J may experyently haue the 
heuenly manna that neuer mayfaple/F knowe ccrtepnlp the 
myght of thy mercy may lende me thy grace ſo moche delyꝛed: 
and vpſpte me brnyngly with a bꝛennynge ſpyꝛyte whan the 
day of thy good pleaſure ſhall come / ind though J be nat in⸗ 
flamed with lo great deſpzeof thy ſpecyall deuoute thynges / 
yet haue I deſyꝛe by thy grace to be inklamed with that bꝛen⸗ 
nynge loue.ꝛayinge the good loꝛde that J may be made pat 
tener with all (uch thy keruent louers / a that J map benoum 
bꝛed in theyꝛ deuout company. Amen. — 
| lit. 


Chow mekelp thou oughteſt to beſeche the grace of denoct- 
on and to reunounce thy ſelfe. Ca. rv. 
Tz behoueth the iuſtauntly to ſeche the grace ol deuocyõ 
| and toaſke inceſlauntly to abyde it pacyently/fepthful- 
ly / ioyouſly to recepue it / and mekely to conlerue:⁊ with that 
| ſtudioully to remytte vnto god the tyme a the maner ol his ſo 
| uerayne vylitacion / vntothetyme his pleaſure be to come va 
| to the / a pꝛincipally thou oughteſt to meke the / when thou fe⸗ 
li lyſt but lytyll deuocio Within the / fo2 all that thou oughteſt 
| nat to let thy ſelfe to fall,/02ſo2owve to moche ĩoꝛdynatlye / Foꝛ 
il fulloftenourbleſſpd loꝛde in a ſhozt momẽt gyueth the which 
| bekoꝛe he hathlonge tyme denyed / Allo ſomtyme he gyueth at 
the ende ol pꝛayours that he dyd dekerre at p begyñynge of Þ 
ſame / It al wey grace were lo ſoone gyuen ỹ a man might ha 
ue it at his wyll oꝛ wyſſhe / hit ſhulde nat be eaſely boꝛne ofa 
Wenke ã inpkecte ſoule / And therkoꝛe in good hope d meke pacy 
ence the grate ot deuocyon sughte to be abyden a thou ough- 
teſt to ĩpute it vnto thy ſelte # to thy ſynnes when it is nat gp 
uen vnto the oꝛ when it is ſecretly taken away from tlie ſome 
tyme a lytyll thynge it is that may let oꝛ hyde thy grace if that 
4 may be called litell p letteth ſo great auaàyle.But be it lytell oꝛ 
1 great it thou take that ſame awey #pfptelp ouercome it thou 
3 lyaltobtepnep thou deſyꝛeſt oꝛ ĩcõtynẽt that thou with all thy 
Ms herte haſt gyuẽ thy ſelfeto god:And therefoze leke nat this noꝛ 
1 that at thy pleaſure / but put the hole in the handes of god: and 
thou ſhalt certenlye fynde thpſclfe vnyght vnto hym / and in 
great peace of thy ſoule / Foꝛ ther is nothynge / oughte to be 
lo ſauery i pleſaunt / as is thepleaſure # dyuyne wyll of God: 
J Than who lo euer lpfteth vp his entent vnto god with a ſym 
ple pertecte hert / ſo voyde hym a make hym naked from all dif 
oꝛdynat loue oꝛ pleaſure to any creat thynges of all the Wozl⸗ 
1 de he is mooſt mete to receyue the gpfte of deuocyon / foꝛ oure 
1 loꝛde gauehis bleſſynge there Where he founde the veſſels cle⸗ 
ne a voyde / And the moze perkytely that any renaũce moztifp 
deſpyſe/# contempne themſelke and all the lowe thynges / the 
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ſoner grace ſhall entre ⁊ copioully abound ſo that he ſhall fele 
his hertlifte vp as though it were let ina fredom ĩ̃ thẽ he ſhal 
le his hert largely haboude. # meruelouflp Joy with in hym 
ſelfe fo: that the hãd ol god ſhalbe ouer hym #he ſhall ſubmit⸗ 
te hym perpetually into his holy handes. And ſo ſhall the man 
be bleſled that ſechcth god with all his hertex his ſoule ſhal be 
taken in vayne werkes. But luche one certeynly in the recey⸗ 
uynge the holy body of Jeſu Criſte meryteth a deſcrueth the 
grace ot deuyne vnyon bnto god. 

¶ Foꝛhe beholdeth nat only hys pꝛopꝛe deuocion / ⁊ cõſolaciõ: 
but the great honoure # gloꝛy of god. 


CHowe we ought to ſhewe our neceſſites bnto ieſu criſt 
& alte hym benygne grace. Caß.xvi. 


O Ryght lwete ⁊ moſt beloued loꝛde / whiche J no we de 
| ſire to receyue. Thou good lozde knowWelt theſpkenes 
ok ſoule t neceſſyte p I ſuffre. In what euylles /a vices J lle⸗ 


pynge am put. Howe often greued / temptyd / troubled # dyl⸗ 
' ſolute. I come vnto the loꝛde to haue cõſolacion ⁊ comfozt. J 


ſpeke to v; lozde Þ kno weſt all my ſecrete ⁊ ĩwarde thoughtes. 
wWhiche be manyfeſte/# open vnto the. It is thou only that pz 
fectly maßeſt helpe me koꝛ p knoweſt what vnto me necella⸗ 
rye:x of what goodes aboue all other J haue mooſte nede. 

¶ Albeit J am pooꝛe in vertue:alas pet mercytull loꝛde behol 
de me beynge here bekoꝛe the poꝛe # naked: demaundpnge py⸗ 
teoully thy lwete grace # mercy. And geue thy poꝛe begger Þ 
dyeth fo: hunger / lome of thy heuenly refeccion à chafe my col 
de herte with the bzenupngetlame of thy loue. And illumyne 
me that am blynded / and maye nat lee: with that clerenes ot 
thy pꝛelence. ¶ Take a waye from my thought: all the erthely 
and in wardelye thynges: a turne thepm vnto me a make me 
thynke theym foule and bytter and all greuous 4 contrarye 
thynges vnto me. - 

¶ Ind they that mapeplealethe.J maye take alſo in pleaſure. 


And all crthlp ereat thynges to haue ioblputon/ * redꝛeſſe my 
herte to wardis the in to heuen. And late me nat wauer noꝛ er 
re vpon crthc:but thou only to bemp ſwetueſſe # conſolacion 
my mete ã dꝛynke:my loue ⁊ all my ioye:ſo p my will be chaũ 
ged. entlamed # bꝛenne all vnto the So that J may be made 
a ſpirite a inwardly vnight vnto the by grace / # bꝛennynge 
loue.⁊ ſuffreme nat bleſſed ſauyour to depte frome the faſtyn 
ge#d2pe with hunger ẽ thurſt. but do with me mercifully. as 
often. as thou hat done merueloully in thy holy leruauntes. 
what meruele is it vnto me that am nat all enflamed in the / 
ſeynge that thou art the bꝛennynge tyꝛe al wey illumynynge 
and lyghtnpnge the vnderſtandynge of thy creatures. 


¶ Okt the bꝛẽnynge loue ⁊ great affeceton that we ſhulde 
haue to receyue our ſaupour criſt ieſu. Cap. x vii. 


O2 god in foucrapne deuocion bꝛennynge loue / and 
al feruent affeccion of herte. J deſpzc as many other ho 
tp / and deuoute perſones haue del pꝛed to reccyue whiche hath 
ben greatlyplcaſaunt vnto the holynes of their lyfeby great 
dcuotyon. O my god and eternall loue and my eternall felicy 
te. J by ryght greate deſire wyſſhe to receyue the as Woꝛthe⸗ 
ty / and as reuerently as euer dyd any of thy holy ſeruauntes. 
All be it that J am nat woꝛthy to haue ſo greate felynges of 
dcuocyon:pet offre J vnto the thaſtections oł᷑ my hert as ve⸗ 
rely as though 7 had all the bꝛennynge # — >. deſyꝛeg 
that they had. Allo J gyue and offre vnto the inſouerayne re⸗ 
uert̃ce / a veneracyon:all that a good debonayer herte maye 
couteyne. And wyll nat noꝛ couete to releruc any thpnge ta 
my ſeife. but offre and make ſacryfice vnto the with fre / and 
perfyght willmy ſelfe with all mp goodts. Loꝛde god my cre 
ature ⁊ redemer thys day J delyꝛe to receyue the with ſuche 
a ffeccion / teuerence /pꝛaiſinge / honour wozthynes / aud loue 
t ſuche keith hope / a puryte as thy right holy moder and glo⸗ 
tious virgyn Marpe conceyuod the: whanne ſhe anl were de 
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| mekelp#deuoutlp bits thaũgell p chewede vnto hir the ho⸗ 


ly miſtery of the incarnacion ot᷑ the:the lonne of god. ¶ Sehe 


te the hande mayde ol god / ſo be it done as thou haſt ſatd Ind 
the right excellent pꝛecurſoꝛ ſepnt Johfi Baptyſte that witch 
great Joy ſpꝛange in thy pꝛeſence by inſpyꝛacion of the holy 


gooſt thanne beynge within the wombe ol his moder. Ind 


alter warde beholdynge the Jeſu walkpnge mekely amonge 
men he greatly mekinge hym ſelte to the ſame with a deu out 
mynde layde. The frende of the ſpouſc ſtandeth andharkeneth 
and with comtoꝛte J oyes foz to hete the boyce of the ſpouce / 
And ſo I wiſche to be enflamed with great and holy delire / ã 
with all my herte pꝛeſent me vnto the:and koꝛ that I gyue and 
offre vnto the foz ine / a fo: all them that be recommanded vn⸗ 


to mp pꝛayers:all the Jubplactons of deuout hertis with bꝛẽ 


ninge affeccious.that exceſlyue thoughtts:the hye # ſpixituall 
tlluminacious / the heueuly vicons With all the vertues / a 


pꝛaiſynges as Well celebꝛate as to be celebꝛate ot᷑ all p creatu⸗ 
res of heuen and erthe: to thende that thou loꝛde be Woꝛthely 
pꝛayſed a perpetually glozifted of all creatures beſecheynge p 
loʒde to recepue my pzapers ⁊ delire of thy infinite beuedicci⸗ 
ons and pꝛaiſynges without ende: whiche tight willy be due 
vnto the afther the greate habundaunce and multitude of thy 
tneſtimable magnykicence. And ſo my deſpze is to yeide vnto 
the at all houres and all momentis of tyme / and ſo IJ deſyꝛe 
beſeche all the heuenly ſpitites With all keitfull criſten creatu⸗ 
res fo; to yelde buto the pꝛaiſynges With effectuous pꝛapers: 
all the vniuerſall people pꝛayſe the. All generacions / and kyn⸗ 
des magnifte the holy and ſwete naine in great Joye /a bꝛen⸗ 
nynge deuocion . and that they that cclebzatps that ryght bye 
and holy lacrament / a receyueth u in playne feythe and great 
reuerence and deuocyon:may merite to watdis the / and fyn⸗ 
de grace ⁊ mercy. And foʒ me Wꝛetchede ſynner J mekely bee 
ſeche the whan J thall haue a taſt of that ſwete vnyon / ⁊ deuo 
cion ſo moche Wiſſhed and deſtred:that J may be kullkylled # 
fed lo merueloully at that heuenly and holy table: that at m 
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departynge from thens:thou good loꝛde will haue me poꝛe li⸗ 
net in thy pyteous remembꝛaunee. ä 
¶ That a man ſhulde nat beto curious a inquiſitoꝛ of holy 
ſactament:but a meke folo wer ok criſt teſu in ſubmittinge his 
reaſon #felpnge to the holy feyth. Caß. x viii. 
T be houes the to kepe the from to curyous inquyſicy⸗ 
-K_onof therpght pꝛofounde ſacrament it thou wilte nat 
beconfounded in thy pꝛopꝛe byte / and dꝛowned ĩ the deppeth 
of opinyons. Fo: he that wyll inquire ofthe hye mateftpc of 
god:he ſhall anone be oppꝛeſſed and thꝛuſt do wne from the 
glozp of the ſame. God may open moꝛe than man maye vnder 
ſtande. The deuoute. and meke inquiſicion ot truthe ys al wey 
redy to be dotctryned and taught. And yf thou ſtudye to goo 
by the holy / true and entyer ſentences of holy faders:it ys nat 
repꝛouable: but well to be pꝛayſed. Ind that ſympleneſſe ps 
well to be pꝛayſed:that leuethe the wayes of difficulties / and 
gqueſtyons / and goeth by the playne / and ferme pathe of the 
commaundementes of god. Many haue loſt thepz deuocyon: 
tn ſcchynge ſo belily the hpe inſpekeable thpnges. - b 
C It ys ynougheto demaunde of the faſt teythe. pure / and ele 
ne lyfe and nat the hye and ſubtyll pꝛokoũde myſteryes of god 
fo: yt thou map nat compꝛehende and vnderſtande that / that 
is within the: ho we mayſte thou thanne vnderſtande thyn⸗ 
ges that be aboue the. Submptte the thanne mekelp vnto 
god ⁊̃ all thy bnderſtandpngeto the fepthe of holy churche / 
and the lyght ok true ſcience ſhall be gyuen vnto the as ſhalbe 
to the mooſt neceſſarie and pꝛofitable. Some be greatly tem⸗ 
pted with the kenthe ol that holy ſacrament:but that is not to 
be reputed vato theym: but rather vnto that curſed ennemye 
the fende. And foz that lette not thy good Wpll/ noꝛ dyſpute 
nat in thy thowghtes:noz:anſwerenat to the doubtes that | 
the ennemye ok helle bzyngeth bekoꝛe the / but fermely truſt. in 
the woꝛdes ot god. and beleue in ſayntes: and holy pꝛophet⸗ 
tes:and than ſhall that curſed ennemye ſoone fle from the. It 
ts olten pꝛolitable that the ſeruauntes of god ſuffre/ and (up 
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ſteyne ſuche aſſaultes/Fo2 the ennemye tempteth nat the myſ⸗ 
creauntes and vnfeythkull people / noꝛ alſo the great ſynnets 
that he lurely holdeth and poſledeth / but he tempteth / trauay 
leth / and turmenteth in dyuers maners the good fepthefull x 
criſten creatures. And theretoꝛe kepe the al wayes Witch meke 
true feyth / and doubte the nought / but come vnto this holye 
ſacrament with lo wly reuerence / And that thou mayſt nat vn 
derſtande:commytte it vnto almighty god / foꝛ he ſhall nat dif 
ceyue the / but he ſhall be dyſceyued / that to moche truſteth in 
hymſelfe / God walked with the ſymple people a ſhewed hym 
ſelfe openlye vnto the meke / He gaue vnderſtandynge vnto 
them that were pooze in ſpyzite / And he hyd his grace and ſe⸗ 
cretes from them that were pꝛoude/ high and curious. Foꝛ the 
humayne reaſon may lyghtiye erre and be dilceyued / but the 
true fepthe may neuer dyſcepue noꝛ fayle / All reaſon and natu 
rall inquyſycyon ought to folo we feythe / without farther re 
ſonynge. ¶ Faſt fepth and true loue lurmounteth all curious 
inquplicion / pꝛyncypally in this mater / and marueyloully o⸗ 
peneth to vnderſtandynge in ſecretemaner of this holye and 
right excellent ſacrament, CO eternall god and without me⸗ 
lure ot myght / a bounte: which haſt made the infynyte great 
and wonderfull thynges in the heuen and erthe whiche none 
is lufficyent to enquyʒe / vnderſtande oꝛ fpnde the ſecretes of 
thy lo marueylous Werkes / and thereloze they be called ĩ eſty 
mable / koꝛ mannes realon nouther may / noz can compꝛehende 
thy werkes / To whom loꝛde god almyghty be gyuen lavde 
and pꝛaylynge withouten ende. Amen. 


¶ Thus endeth the kourth boke folo wynge Jeſu 
Cryſt #thecotempnynge ok the Woꝛlde. 
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the Sonne by wynkyn de worde. 
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